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IN PARADISUM AMISSAM 

SUMMI POETiS 
7 O H A N N I S M I L r O N L 

OU I legis AmifTam Paradifum, grandia mtgni 
Caimina Mtltoni, quid nifi cun^la legit ^ 
Res cun£la8» Sc cun£larum primordia renim« 

Et fata, & fines continet ifte liber. 
Intima panduntur mtgni penetralia mundt, 

Scribitur 6c toto quicqiiid in orbe latet t 
Terrcqxie, traflufque marisj corlumque profundum, 

Sulphureumque Erebi» llammivomumque fpecus t 
Qucque colunt terras, pontamque, 8c Tartara cec:|9 

Qucque colunt fummi hicida i-egna poli t 
£t quodcunqite ullis conclufum eft finibus ufquatn^ 

£t line fine Chios, & (ine fine Deus ) 
£t fine fine magis> ii quid magis eft fine fine^ 

In Chrtfto erga homines conciltatus amor« 
H«c qui fpcrarct qiiis crcdcrct cfTe future ? 

Et tamcu hxc hodic terra Britanna legit. 
quantos in bclla duces ! quae protulit anna ' 

Q^e canit, Sc quanta praelia dira tuba 1 
Cocleftcs acics ! atquc in ccrtamine coelum ! 

Et qux coclcftcs pugna dccerct agros ! 
Quantus in xthci-eis tollit fe Lucifer armis ! 

Atquc ipfo graditur vix Michaelc minor! 
Qjiantis, Sc quam funeftis concurritur iris, 

Dum'fcrus hie ftelias protegit, ille rapit ! 
Vql. h A Bnm 
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Dum vulfos montes ceu tela reciproca torquent, 

£t non mortali defuper igne j)^mint i 
ttzt dubius cui fe parti concedat Olympus, 

£t metiiit pugne non fupereiTe Aiae. 
At fimiil in coelis MefTiae infignia fulgenti 

£t curnis animes, armaque digna Deo, 
Horrendumque rotae ftrident, et faeva rotanim 

Erumpunt torvis fulgura luminibus, 
£t flammae vibrant, fie vera tonitrua rauco 

Admiftis flammis infonuere polo : 
Excidit attonitis mens omnisi Sc impetus omnisj 

Et cadis dextris irrita tela cadunt j 
Ad poenas fugiunt, Sc ceu foret Orcus afylum, 

Infemis certant condere fe tenebris. 
Cedite Roman! Scriptores^ cedite Graii, 

Et quo8 fama recens vel celebravit anus. 
Hcc quicunque leget tantum cecinilTe putabit 

Msponidem ranasi Virgilium culices. 

Samuel Barrowi ] 

ON PARADISE LOST. 

WHE N I beheld the Poet blind, yet bold 
In (lender book his vaft defign unfold, 
Mefliah crown'd, God*8 reconcilM decree. 
Rebelling Angels, the forbidden tree, 
Heaven, Hell, Earth, Chaos, all; the argumen 
Held me a while miiUoubting his intent. 
That he would ruin (for I faw him ftrong) 
The facred truths to fable and old fong, 
(So Sampfon grop*d the temple's polls in fpite) 
Tbf world overwhelming to revenge his fight. 
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Vet II t Rtd* ftUl g^rowiog 1q£i ftme, 
Ilik*d his project, the fuccefs did fctr ) 
Through thiit wide field how he his way (hould fiflSf 
0*er which lame faith 4eads undcrlbnding blind | 
left he perplexed the thingt he would ejcpliin, 
And what was eafy he fliould render vain. 

Or if a work fo infinite he fpann'd, 
Jealous I was that fome leCs (kilful hand 
(Such as difqutet always what is well» 

And by ill imitating would excel) 

Might hence prtfume the whole creation*s day 

To change in fcenes, and ihow it in a play. 
Pardon me> mighty Poet) nordefpife 

My caufelefsy yet not impious^ furmife. 

•Bttt I am now convincM, and none will dare 

Within thy labours to pretend a fhare. 

Thou hail not mifsM one thought that could be fitt 

And all that was improper doh omit i 

So that no room is here for writers left» 

But to detojl their ignorance or theft. 
That majefty which through thy work doth reign^ 

Draws the devout, deterring the profane. 

And things divine thou treat*ft of in fuch ftate 

At them preferves, and thee, inviolate. 

At once delight and horror on us fcise, 

Thou iing^fl with fo much gravity and eafe | 

•And above human flight doft foar aloft 

With plume fo flrong» fo equal, and fo fofi. 

The bird nam'd from that Paradife you fmg 

'Sanever flagS| but always keeps on wing. 

A » Wh«M 
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Where couldft thou words of Atch a compafs fin 
Whence fumi(h fuch a vaft expence of mind i 
Juft Heaven thee, like Ttrefiat, to requite 
Rewards with prophecy thy lo(s of fight. 

Well might*ft thou fcom thy readers to allure 
With tinkling rhyme, of thy 0¥m fenfe feciu^) 
While the town-bays writes all the while and fpeil 
And like a pack-horfe tires without his bells x 
Their fancies like our buihy-points appear. 
The poets tag them, we for fafiiion wear, 
I too, tranfported by the mode, offend. 
And while I meant to praife thee muft commend* 
Thy verfe created like thy theme fublimc. 
Number, weight, and meafure, needs not rhyme* 

Andrew Marvb 

To Mr. J O H N MILTON, 
On his Poem entitled PARADISE LOS 

OThou 1 the wonder of the prefent age, 
An age immerft in luxury and vice ( 
A race of triflers i who can reli(h naught 
But the gay ilTue of an idle brain t 
How couidft thou hope to pleafc this tlnfel race > 
Though blind, yet with the penetrating eye 
Of intellectual light thou doft furvey 
The labyrinth perplexed of Heaven*s decrees } 
And with a quill, pluckM from an angel *s wing. 
Dipt in the fount that laves th* eternal throne. 
Trace the dark paths of providence divine, 
•* And juftify the ways of God to Man."* 

3 F. C. i68«. 
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THE VERSE. 



THE meafure is Englilh heroic y€ffc without 
rhyme, as that of Homer in Greek, and of 
Virgil in Latin ; rhyme being no neceflary adjunct 
or true ornament of poem or good verfe, in longer 
works eipedally, but the invention of a barbarous 
age, to fet off wretched matter and lame meter; 
graced indeed iince by the ufe of fome famous 
nodern poets, carried away by cullom, but much 
totheir own vexation, hindrance, and conftraint 
to exprefs many things otherwife, and for the 
mod part worfe than elfe they would have exprefled 
them. Not without caufe therefore fome both 
Italian and Spanifh poets of prime note have re- 
jeded rhyme both in longer and ihorter works, as 
have alfo long iince our befl Engliih tragedies, as 
athbg of itfelf, to all judicious ears, trivial and 
of no true mufical delight; which coniiits only in 
apt numbers, fit quantity of fyllables, and the 
fenfe variouHy drawn out from one verfe into ano- 
ther, not in the jingling found of like endings, a 
fault avoided by the learned Ancients both in 
poetry and all good oratory. This negledt then 
. Vol,, I. B of 
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of rhyme fo little is to be taken for a defe^, tl 
it may feem fo perhaps to vulgar readers, t 
rather is to. ^ efte.emed an example fet». th 
in Englilh', t)f andcnt liberty recovered to 1 
poem, from the troublefome and modern bo 
qf rhyming. 
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THE ARGUMENT. 

This firft Book propofes, firft in brief, the whole fub- 
- je£l, Man*8 difobedience, and the lofs thereupon of 
Paradife wherein he was placM : Then touches the 
prime caufe of his fall, the Serpent, or rather Satan 
in the ferpent j who revolting from God, and draw- 
ing to his fide many legions of Angels, was bv the 
command of God driven out of Heaven with all his 
crew into the great deep. Which a^ion pafsM over, 
the poem haftes into the midft of things, prcfenting 
Satan with his Angels now falling into Hell, defcnVa 
here, not in the center (for Heaven and Earth may 
he, fupposM as yet not made, certainly not yet ac- 
cursM) but in a place of utter darknefs, fitlicR calPd 
Chaos : Here Satan with his Angels lying on the 
burning lake, thunder-ihiick and aftoni(h*d, after 
a <:ertam fpace recovers, as from confufion, calls up 
him who next in order and dignity lay by him j theV 
confer of their miferable fall. Satan awakens all 
his legions, who lay till then in the fame manner 
confounded : They rife, their numbers, amy of 
battel, their chief leaders namM, according to the 
idols known afterwards in Canaan and the countriet 
adjoining. To thcfe Satan direcls his fpeech, com- 
forts them with hope yet of regaining Heaven, but 
tells them laftly of a new world and new kind of 
creature to be created, according to an ancient pro- 
phecy or report in Heaven; for that Angels were 
long before this viiible creation, was the opinion of 
tnany ancient Fathers. To find out the truth of this 
propnecy, and what to determin thereon, he refert 
to a full council. What his aflbciates thence at* 
Itmpt. Pandemonium the palace of Satan rifesy 
ffiddenly built out of the deep : The infernal peers 
tiMre fit in council. 
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PARADISE LOST. 
^^ B O O K 

OF Man's firft difobediencei iuid the fruit ///'^^ 
Of that forbidden tree, whofe mortml ttfte 
Bitmght death into the world, and all our woe> 
With loft of Eden, till one greater Man 
Reftore us, and regain the blifsful feat. 
Sing, heay^nly Mufe, that on the fecret top 
Of Oreb, or of Sinai, didft infpire 
That ihepherd, who firft taught the chofen feed, 
In the beginning how the Heavens and Earth 
Rofe out of Chaos x Or if Sion hill 
I>eli^t thee more, and Siloa's brook that flow*d 
Fail by the oracle of God \ I thence 
Invojke thy aid to my adventrous fong, 
That with no middle flight intends to foar 
Above th* Aonian mount, while it purfues 
Things unattempted yet in profe or rhyme. 
And chiefly Thou, O Spi'rit, that doft prefer 
Before all temples th' upright heart and pure, 
Inftru£k me, for Thou know*tt j Thou from the flrft 
Waft prefent, and with mighty wings outTpread 
Dove-like fatft brooding on the vaft abyfs. 
And mad'ft it pregnant t what in me is dark 

B 3 Illumiai 
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Ulumini what ii low raifc and Aipport ) 
That to the height of thU f^rcat argument 
I may ailert eternal Pi'ovideac«y 
Ami juitify the wayi of GoA to Men. 

Jjay firft, for Hcav'n hide* nothing from thy view> 
Nor the deep tra£t of Hell, £iy fuft what canfe 
MovM our gra^A parenti, m that happy ftate^ 
Favor'd of Hcav*n fo highly, to fall off 
From their Creator^ anil timnfgrert hit will 
For one feftrtinty tordi of the world bcfidet f 
Who firft fedoc*d them to that £m1 revolt r 
Th* infernal fotipent j he it wa#i whoic guile^ 
StirrM up with envy and revenge, deceived 
The mother of mankifidi whit time hii pride 
Had caft him out from Heav*n, with all hit boft 
Of rebel Aftgelti by whoft aid ifpiring 
To fet himielf in glory* above hie pecn« 
lie trufted to have equaled tite mod Uigh« 
If he opfiof^d f «nd with ftmbitioun aim 
Again ft the throne and moi^ar^hy of God 
Kais*d impioui war in 2ieav*n and battel proud 
With vain attempt. Him the almighty Power 
HurlM headlong flaming from tb* ethoreal Acy» 
With hideout ruin and combuftion, down 
To bottomlefe perdition, there to dwell 
In adamantin chain* and penal (m. 
Who durft defy ih* Omnipotent to armt • 
Nine timce the fpace that metftiree day and night 
To mortal men* he witb hit horrid crew 
Lay vanqttiib'di rolling in ihfi fiery, gulfi 

Confound 
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Confounded though immortml i But hit dcMm 

fieTervM him to more wrath j for now the thought 

Both of loft happinefs and lafting pain 

Torments him $ round he throws hit bakful eyes, 

Tint witneft'd huge affli^ion and difmay 

MixM with oHdurate prick and Acdfaft hjite t 

At onccy as far as Angtlt ken, he viewt 

The difmal fituadon wafte and wild ) 

A dungeon hooibfe on: all fidies round 

As one great fbmace ^m'd; yet from thofe ibmes 

No light, tout rather darknefs vifible 

ServM only to difcover fights of woe. 

Regions of:foiTow> doleful fhades, where peaco 

And reft can never dwell, hope never cornea 

That comet to all ; but torture without end 

Still urges, and a fiery deluge, fed' 

With ever-burning fulphtv unconAnnM t 

Such place eternal Juftice bad prepared 

For thofe rebellious, here their pns'on ordak'd* 

In utter darknefs^ and their portion kt 

As far reiDOvM from God and light of Heav*B» 

As from the center thrice to th' utMsoft pole. 

O how unlike the place from whence they fell ! 

There the compantons of hit fall, o'erwhehn*d 

ith floods and whirlwinds of trmpeftuont firtf 
He foon difcerns, and weltering by his Mt 
One next himfelf in powV, and next in crim«| 
Long after known in Palcftine, and nam*d 
Beelzebub. To whom th' Arch-Encmy, 
And thence in Hcav'n caird Satan, with boM words ^ 
B 4. Breaking 
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Breaking the horrid filence thus begin. 

If thou bceit hc} hut O how fall'nl how changed 
From him» who in the hippy roilmt of light 
C:i()th*d with rranfcendent brightncrt didit out&ino 
Myriad* though bright I If he whom mutual leagua» 
United thoughts and counfelii equal hope 
And haxard in the glorious enterprife, 
Join'd with me once» now mifcry hath joined 
In equal ru*in > into what pit thou (eei\ 
Frc4n what highth falPn, fo much the ftronger provM 
JIc with his thunder i and till then who knew 
The force of thofe dire arms f yet not fur thofcy 
Nor what the potent vif^or in his rage 
Can elfc infli£>, do I repent or change, 
Though changM in outward lurtre, that fix^d mind. 
And high difdain from fcnfe of injurM merit, 
That with the Mighticft raised me to contend. 
And to the fierce contention brought along 
Innumerable force of Spirits arm*d, 
Th:it durft didike his reign, and me preferring, 
His utmoft powV with adverfe powV opposed 
In dubious battel on the plains of Heaven, 
And (hook his throne. What though the field be loft } 
All is not ioft ) th* unconquerable will. 
And ftudy of revenge, immortal hate. 
And courage never to fubmit or yield. 
And what is elfc not to be overcome i 
That glory never (hall his wrath or might 
Extort from me. To bow and fue for grace 
With fuppliant kno€| and df ify his power, 

Who 
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Who from the terror of this trm fo late 
Doubted his empire} that wtve low indeed^ 
That were an ignominy* and ihame beneath 
This downfall} fince by fate the ftrength of Godt 
And this empyreal fubftance cannot fail, 
Since through experience of this great event 
In arms not worfe, in forefight much advanc*d» 
We may with more fuccefsful hope refolve 
To wage by force or guile eternal war, 
Irreconcileable to our grand foe. 
Who now triumphs, and in th* excefs of joy 
Sole reigning holds the tyi*anny of Heaven. 

So fpake th* apoftate Angel, though in pain. 
Vaunting aloud, but rackM with deep defpair s 
And him thus anfwerM foon his bold compeer. 

O Prince, O Chief of many throned Powers, 
That led th* imbatterd Seraphim to war 
Under thy condu£(, and in di^eadful deeds 
Fearlefs, indangerM Heav*n's perpetual king. 
And put to pftK>f his high fupremacy, 
Whe^er upheld by ftrength, or chance, or fate ; 
Too well I fee and rue the dire event, 
That with fad overthrow and foul defeat 
Hath loft tts Heaven, and ail this mighty hoft 
In horrible deftru6^ion laid thus low. 
As far as Qods and heavenly eflences 
Can periih i for the mind and Q>iVit remains 
Invincible, and vigor foon returns, 
Thougb all our glory' extin6t, and happy ftate 
Here fwallow'd up in endlefs miftry, 
.''.* But 



But what if he ^r conqueror (whom I imw 

Of force believe thnighty, fince no left 

Than fuch couM have o'er*powVd r«ch farce as onr 

Havtf left U6 this our fpiVit and ftrength entire 

Strongly to fufler and fupport our paint. 

That we mij fo fufficc his Tengeful ire^ 

Or do htm mightier fervice at his tliralls 

By right of war, whate^r his bofineft be,. 

Here in the heart of Hell to work in fire» 

Or do his errands in the gloomy deepi 

What can it then avail, though yet we feel 

Strength undiminiihM> or eternal being 

To undergo eternal puniflunent ? 

Whereto with (peedy words th' Arch-Fiend reply^d 

Fall'n Cherub, to be weak is miferable 
Doing or fufiering : but of this be Aire, 
To do ought good never will be our talk*. 
But ever to do ill our fole delight. 
As be'ing the contrary to his high will 
Whom we refill. If then his providence 
Out of our evil feek to bring forth good^ 
Our labor mufl: be to pervert that end, 
And out of good ftill to find means of evil |. 
Which oft-times may fticceed, fo as perhaps^ 
Shall grieve him, if I fail not» and difturb 
His inmoft counfels from their deftin'd aim* 
But fee ths a&f^ viAor bath recall'd 
His minifters of vengeance and puiAiit 
Back taihe gates of Heav*Bs the fulfriuirous h«ii 
$hot after us in ftora^ o-oiilowa faadi iai4 
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The fiery farge^ chtt from the precipice 

Of Hcav^a received vt fmlUng | ami the thundert 

WingM with red Ughcning and impetu»«t rage, 

Perhaps hath fpent hit (Waftt , and cctiet now 

To bellow through the vaK and boundkfe derp. 

Let us not flip th* occalion, whether fcom, 

Or fiitiate fury yteW it finom our foe. 

Sceft thou ycm dreary plain, forlorn and wild. 

The feat of deflation, void of light. 

Save what the glimmering of thefe lirid ilamet 

Cafts pale and dreadful f Thither let U8 tend 

From off the toflTing of thefe fiery wrres. 

There reft, if any reft can harbour there, 

And re-aflembling our afllif^ed Powen, 

Confult how if«<e may henceforth m6ft oflbnd 

Our enemy, our own loft how repair^ 

How overcome this dire calamity. 

What reinforcement we may gain from hope, 

If not what refolution from defpair. 

Thus SaCMi talking to hit neareft mate 
With We«d wp-lift above the watt, and eyes 
That fparkling bltt*d, hie other paiu befidea 
Prone on the flood, extended lotig and large 
Lay floting many a rood, in bulk as huge 
As whom the fablee name of monftrous fite, 
Titanian, of Barth-born, that warr'd on Jove, 
Briareos or Typhon, whom the den 
By ancieftt TarAit held, or that fea-beaft 
Leviathan, which God of all his works 
Created hugeit tkat Mm th* ocean ftream i 

Him 
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Him haply ilumb^ring on the Norway foam 

The pilot of fome fmall night-founder*d ikiflT 

Deeming fome iland, oft, as fea-men tell» 

With fixed anchor in his ikaly rind 

Moors by his iide under the lee, while night 

Invefts the fea, and wiihed mom delays t 

So ftretch'd out huge in length the Arch-Fiend lay 

ChainM on the burning lake, nor ever thence . 

Had ris'n, or heavM his head, but that the will 

And high permiiHon of all-ruling Heaven 

Left him at large to his own dark defigns. 

That with reiterated crimes he might 

Heap on himfelf damnation, while he fought 

Evil to others, and enrag'd might fee 

How all his malice ferv*d but to bri'ng forth 

Infinite goodnefs^ grace and mercy ihown 

On Man by him feducM, but on himfelf 

Treble confufion, wrath and vengeance poured. 

Forthwith upright he rears from off the pool 

His mighty ftature $ on each hand the flames 

Driv'n backward flope their pointing fpires, and r< 

In billows, leave i'th' midft a horrid vale. 

Then with expanded wings he fteers his flight 

Aloft, incumbent on the dufky air 

That felt unufual weight, till on dry land 

He lights^ if it were land that ever burned 

With folid, as the lake with liquid fire $ 

And fuch appeared in hue, as when the force 

Of fubterranean wind tranfports a hill 

Torn from Pdorui, or thcihattcr'd fide 
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rring ^tna, whofc combuftible 
I'd entrails thence conceiving fire, 
1 with mineral fury, aid the windt, 
/e a Tinged bottom all involvM 
ncft and fmoke : Such refting found the fole 
rd feet. Him foUowM his next mate. 
Tying to have 'fcapM the Stygian flood 
1} and by their own recovered ftrengthy 
he fufferance of fupcmal Power. 
. the region, this the foil, the clime, 
\ the loft Arch-Angel, this the feat 
muft change for Heaven, this mournful gloom 
celeftial light? Be' it fo, fince he 
w it Sovran can difpofe and bid 
all be right t fartheft from him is befti 
"eas^on hath equaled, force hath made fupreme 
js equals. Farewell happy fields, 
oy for ever dwells t Hail hoiTors, hail 
world, and thou profoundeft Hell 
thy new poAenbr} one who brings 
^ot to be changM by place or time, 
id is its own place, and in itfelf 
ce a Heav'n of Hell, a Hell of Heaven. 
latter where, if I be ftill the fame, 
at I fhould be, all but left than he 
thunder hath made greater ? Here at leaft 
1 be free j th' Almighty hath not built 
* his envy, will not drive us hence i 
may reign fecure, and in my choice 
Q ii worth ambition though in HfU i 

Better 
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Better to reign in Hell, than ferve in Heaven. 
But wherefore let we then our faithful friendtf 
Th' aflbciatet and copartner! of our lofs, 
Lie tliui aiioniHi^d on th* oblivious pooi» 
And call thtm not to (hare with ue their par< 
In thii unhappy manftoa, or once more 
With rallied arma to try what niay be yet 
KegainM in Hear^nf or what niore loft in Hell } 

80 Satan fpake^ and him Beelzebub 
Tims anfwefd. Leader of thofe armies brighty 
Which but th* Omnipotent none could have foiVip 
If once they hear that voice, their livelieft pledge 
Of hope in fears and dangers, heard fo oft 
In worft extremes, ami on the perilous edge 
Of battel when it rag'd, in all aiTauJts 
Their fureft (ignal, they will foon refume 
New courage and revive, though now they lie 
(iroveling and proftrate on yon lake of ftic, 
^■■iv ere while, aftounded and amaz'd, 
vonder, fallen fuch a pernicious highth. 
le fcarce had ceas'd when the fuperior Fiend 
Was moving tow*ard the &oce ) his ponderous fliield. 
Ethereal temper^ aMiTy, large and rounds 
Behind him caft^ the brood circumference 
Hung on his ibouiders like the moon, whofe orb 
Through optic glafs the Tufcan artiH viewa 
At evening £towx the top of Fcfoi^, 
Or in Valdarno, to defcry new lands, 
Kivers or n^ountains in her fpotty globe. 
His Tpcar, to e%Ma^ whkh tbt Udlaft pine 

Kevn 



fiookL PARADISE LO€T. 15. 

Hewn on Norwegoa bilU» to be the maft 

Of Tome great amuMral> >¥ere but a wand. 

He walked with to fupport uneaTy ftepe 

Over the burning marle^ not like thofe kt^ 

On Heaven^a asure» and the torrid clime 

Smote on him fore befides^ vaulted with firea 

Nathlefs he fo iivdur'dy till on the beach 

Of that inflamed Tea he ftood, and calVd 

His legioat} Angel forms, who lay intranc'd 

Thick as autumnal leaves that ibrow the brookf 

In Vallombrofa, where th' Etrurian ihades 

High over*afch'd imbow'r ; or fcatter*d fedgt 

Aflote, when with fierce winds Orion arm'd 

Hath xex*d the Red-Sea coaft, whoih waves overthrew 

Bufiris and his Memphian chivalry. 

While with perfidious hatred they purTued. 

The fojourners of GoflMn, who beheld 

From the Mt iiore their floting carcaies 

And broken chariot wheels t £0 thick beftrowt 

Abje£l and loft lay thefe, covering the flood. 

Under amaaement of their hideous change. 

He caird fo loud, that all the hollow deep 

Of Hell refoundtd. Princes, Potcntatea, 

Warriors, the flowY of Ueav'n, once your't, nofw k>|> 

If fuch aftonilhment as this can leife 

Eternal SpiVits ; or have ye chos'nthta pUco 

After the toil of battel to repoie 

Your wearied virtue, for the ea(e you find 

To flumber here, as in the vales of Heaven f 

Or in this ahje^ poAwre havt yt fwom 
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To* adore the conqueror f who now beholds 
Cherub and Seraph rolling in the flood 
With fcattcr'd arms and cnfignf^ till anon 
His fwift purfucrs from Hcav*n gates dircem 
Th* advantage, and defccnding tread ui down 
Thus d^^pingy or with linked thundcrbolit 
Transfix ui to the bottom of this gulf. 
Awake, arifei or be for ever fall'n. 

They heard, and were abaflrd, and up they fpning 
Upon the wing, as when men wont to watch 
On duty, fleeping found by whom they dready 
Roufe anfl bcftir thcmfclves ere well awake. 
Nor did they not perceive the evil plight 
In which they were, or the fierce pains not feel ) 
Yet to their general's voice they foon obcy'd 
Innumerable. As when the potent rod 
Of Amram's fon, in Egypt's evil day, 
Wav'd round the coaft, up calPd a pitchy cloud 
Of locul^s, warping on the eaftem wind, 
That o'er the realm of impious Pharaoh hung 
Like night, and darkened all the land of Nile i 
80 numberlefs were thofe bad Angels feen 
Hovering on wing under the cope of Hell 
*Twixt upper, nether, and furrounding fires i 
Till, as a fignal giv'n, th' up-lifted fpear 
Of their great Sultan waving to direft 
'i'hcir courfe, in even balance down they light 
On the firm brimftone, and fill all the plain) 
A muhitttdei like which the populous north 
Ppur'd never from her frozen loiaii to paA 

Khtnt 
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Rhene or the Danaw, when her barbarout fon% 
Came like a deluge on the fouth, and fpread 
Beneath Gibraltar to the Libyan fands* 
Forthwidi from every fquadron and eadi band 
The heads and leaders Either hafte where ftood 
Their great commander | Godlike (hapes and form^ 
Excelling human, princely Dignities, 
And Powers that erft in Heaven fat on thrones ; 
Though of their names ia heavenly records now 
Be no memorial, blotted out and rasM 
By their rebellion from the books of life. 
Nor had they yet among the Tons of Eve 
Got them new names, till wandering o'er the eamh, 
Through God's high AiHTerance for the tri'al of man» 
By faliities and lies the greateft part 
Of mankind they corrupted to forfake 
God their Creator, and th' inviftble 
Glory of him that made them to transform 
Oft to the image of a brute, adorn'd 
With gay religions full of pomp and gold» 
And Dertlt to adore for Deities t 
Then wert they known to men by various names* 
And various idols through the Heathen world. 
Say, Muft, their names then known, who lirft, who lal^ 
Rous'd from the (lumber, on that fiery couch. 
At their great emp*ror*s call, as next in worth 
Came fmgly where he ftood on the bare ftrand* 
While the promifcuous croud ftood yet aloof. 
The chief were thofe who from the pit of Hell 
Roaming to feek dietr prey on earth, dusft fix 
Vol. I. C Their 
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Their feats long after next the feat of God, 

Their altars by his altar, Gods ador'd 

Among the nations round, and durft abide 

Jehovah thundering out of Sion, thron'd 

Between the Cherubim j yea, often placM 

Within his fanftuary itfelf their (hrines, 

Abominations ; and with curfed things 

His holy rites and folemn fcafts profaned. 

And with their darknefs durft affront his light* 

Firft Moloch, horrid king, befmear'd with blood 

Of human facrificc, and parents tears, 

Though for the noifc of dinims and timbrels loiid 

Their childi-ens cries unheard, that pafsM through fi 

To his grim idol. Him the Ammonite 

WoHhipt in Rabba and her watry plain, 

In Ar^ob and in Bafan, to the fti-eam 

Of utmoii Arnon. Nor content with fuch 

Audacious 'neighbourhood, the wifeft heart 

Of Solomon he led by fraud to build 

His temple right againft the temple* of God 

On that opprobrious hill, and made his grove 

The^lcafant valley' of Hinnom, Tophet thence 

And black Gehenna call d, the type of Hell. 

^ext Chemos, th* obfccne dread of Moab^s fonSs. 

From Aroar to Nebo, and thp wild 

Of foutkmoft Abarim ; in Hefebon 

And Horonaim, Seon's realm, beyond 

The flowery dale of Sibma clad with vines. 

And Eleale to the Afphaltic pool. 

Feor his other nan^e, whco he ^nticM 

■IfV 
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1 in Sittim on their march from Nile 
lo him wanton rites, which coft them woe, 
thence his luftful orgies he inlarg^d 
to that hill of fcandal, by the grove 
loloch homicide, lull hard by hate ; 
good Jofiah drove them thence to Hell. 
1 thefe came they, who from the boixi^ring flood' 
Id Euphrates to the brook that parts 
}t from Syrian ground, had general names 
Ualim and Afhtaroth, thofe male, 
fe feminine. For Spirits when they pleafe 
either fex aflume, or both ; fo foft 
i uncompounded is their effcnce pure,- 
tyM or manacled with joint or limb, 
founded on the brittle ftrcngth of bones, 
J cmnbrbus flcih ; but in what (hape they choofc 
ted or condcns^cl, bright or obfcure, 
execute their aery purpofes, 
I wt>rks of love or enmity fulfil, 
thofe the race of Ifrael oft forfook 
ir living fbrength, and unfrequented lefl 
righteous altar, bowing lowly down 
beftial Gods ; for which their heads as low 
'*d down in battel, funk before the fpear 
lefpilable foes. With thcfe in troop 
le Aftcreth, whom the Phoenicians callM 
irte, queen of Hcav'n, with crefcent horns | 
whofe-bright image nightly by the moon 
•nian virgins paid their vows and fongSj 
ion alio" not unfung, where ftood 

C » ^« 
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Her temple on th' offenfive mountain, built 
By that tucorious king* wbofe heart though 
Beguiled by fair idpIatreiTes, fell 
To idols foul. Thamniu; came next behin 
Whofe annual wound in Lebanon allur'd 
The Syrian damfcls to lament his fate 
i In amorous ditties all a fummer^s day» 
While fmooth Adonis from his native rock 
Ran pyrplc to the Tea, fupposM with blood 
Of Thammuz yearly wounded : the love-tal« 
Infe£lefi Sign's daughters with like heat, 
Whofe wanton paflions in the facred porch 
Ezekiel faw, when by the viiion led 
His eye furveyM the dark idolatries 
Of alienated Judah. Next came one 
Wlu> moum'd in earneft, when the captive ai 
MaimM his l|rute image, head an# hands lop 
In his own temple, on the grunfel edge, 
Where he fell flat, and (ham'd his worftiipers 
Pagon his name, fea monfter, upward man 
And downward fiih : yet had his temple high 
RearM in Azotus, dreaded through the coaft 
Of Psd^ftine, in Gath and Afcalon, 
And Accaron and Gaza'^t frontier bounds. 
Him followed Rimmon, whofe delightful fea| 
Was fair Damafcus, on the fertil banks 
Of Abbana and Pharphar, lucid ftreams. 
He alfo* againft the houfe of God was bold 4 
A leper once he loft> and gain'd a king, 
Ahaz his fottiih conquVor, whom he drew 
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l*s altir to difpirage ind diQ>lace 
one of Syrian mode, whereon to bum 
odious offerings, and adore the Gods 
om he had TanqutihM. AfVer thefe appeared 
rcw who under names of old renown, 
is, Ifis, Onis, and their train, 
h monftrous ihapes and forceries abused 
itie Egypt and her priefts, to feek 
ir wandering Gods difguis'd in bmtiih forms 
ler than human. Nor did Ifracl Tcape 
infe^ion, when their borrowed gold eompos^d 
calf in Oreb ; and the rebel king 
bled that fin in Bethel and in Dan, 
ning his Maker to the graied ox, 
vah, who in one night when he pafsM 
1 Egypt marching, equaled with one ih^ke 
her lirft-bom and all her bleating Gods. 
,1 came lafl, than whom a Spi^rit more lewd 
Dot from Heaven, or more grofs tp love 
fsr itfelf : to him no temple ftood 
tar fmok'd 5 yet who more oft than He 
iBpks and at altars, when the prieft 
s atheift, as did EFfs fons, who filVd 
luft and viofence the hon(fe of God ? 
urts and palaces he alfo reigns 
in luxurio^is cities, where the noiie 
ot afcends above their lofticft towers, 
injnty and outrage : and when night 
;ns the ftreets, then wander forth the fons 
rlial, Aoyfa with intblencc and wine. 

C ) Witntft 
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Witncfs the ftrceti of Sodom, unci that night 
In C/ibcah, when the hofpltablc door 
Kxpou'd a matron to avoid wurfc rape. 
Thcfc frcrc the prime in order and in might | 
The reft were long to tell, though far rcnownMi 
Th' loniim Oods» of Javan's iflue held 
Ciuds, ycf confeftM later than lleav*n and Earthy 
Their boaficd parents i Titan IIcav*n*s firft-born« 
With his enormous brood, and birthright feis^d 
By younger Saturn ) he from mightier Jove 
ITIh own and Rhea's Ton like mcafurc found ; 
So Jove uAirping reign'd: ihcfc iird in Crete 
And Ida known, thence on the fnowy top 
Of cold Olympus rulM the middle air. 
Their hijrhcft Ileav'n; or on the Delphian clift 
Or in Dodona, and throu^rh all the bounds 
Of Doric land J or who with S:Uurn old 
l*'led over Adria to th' Hefpcriun fields. 
And o'er the Celtic roam'd the utmoft ilet. 

All thefe and more came flocking) but with lookl 
Down caft and damp, yet fuch wherein appeared 
Obfcure fome glimpfe of joy, to* have found their chief 
Not in dcfpair, to* have found themfelves not loll 
In loft itfelf ) which on hit countenance caft 
Like doul)tful hue t but he his wonted pride 
Soon recollecting, with high words, that bore 
Semblance of worth not fubitance, gently raised 
Their fainting courage, and dirj>eird their fears* 
Then ftrait commands that at the warlike found 
Of trumpets loud and clarioDi be uprcar'd 

Hit 
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nighty ftandard i tint proud honor clamM 

ei M hit right* a Cherub tali | 

forthwith from the glittering ftaiF unfurl *d 

mperial enfigii, which full high advanced 

: like a meteor dreaming to the wind» 

gems and golden luftre rich imblaa'd, 

tiic arme and trophiet } all the while 

ouft metal blowing martial founds t 

lich the univerfai hoft up fent 

Mt| that tore Heira concave* and beyond 

Led the reign of Chaos and old Night. 

I a moment through the gloom were (ben 

lioufand banners rife into the air 

furient colors waving i with them rofe 

sit huge of fpears j and thronging helmi 

irM» and ferried (hields in thick array 

)th immeafui*able t anon they move 

fe^ phalanx to the Dorian mood 

tes and foft recorder { fuch as raised 

^th of nobleft temper heroes old 

ig to battel, and inftead of rage 

•rate valor breath'd, firm and unmovM 

dread of death to flight or foul retreat | 

anting pow'r to mitigate and fwage 

folemn touches ti*oubled thoughts, and chafV 

ih and doubt and fear and forrow' and paim 

mortal or immortal minds. Thus they 

ing united force with fixed thought 

i on in filcnce to foft pipes, that charm'd 

painful ftqpi o*er the burnt foil | and now 

C 4 AdvancM 
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Ai?Tisic*i is varw fSbCv *Hii» sbomdfrpM 
Of dnMtA Istugtr, nJ rlirtwg ««!•, n goi A 
Of wimoim oU wi^h. «rto^4 %cv aad AicUl, 
Awavbi^ viol III— iMil ikur m^f €hief 
HMftobapofe: lfed«Mf|bilK«iBdliik» 
I>irsi lui csftfieac'i c««v «bd Cdmi tmrcrft 
TW «';:)&:£ bjualMNi views tMr «irler due, 
Tbcir wiiiga, jmi ianrt » of G«4s s 
Tbeir fturaber UA he Amm. A»4 aow Us heart 
DiAdMb wbih fhde, »d hari*Mii|^ hi hit iitiigdl 
Glofies : for Deter fiftce citaied mob 
Met fuch inhodMl fa««, m namTd with theft 
CouM merit more ihja that fiaill isfantiy 
WarrM-on by ena^i ; though all the giant broai 
Of Phlcgra wHh th* heroic race fi«re foia^d 
Tha: fought at Thebe» and lliina, on each Ada 
Mix*d with auailiar God* i and what refonnda 
In fable or romanee of Uther** km 
Begirt with BritiA and Amoric knights ; 
And all who fince^ bapcia'd or inMel, 
Jouftcd in Afpramont or Montalhan, 
Bamafcoy ot Marocco» or Trthifond, 
Or whom Baftrta lent froaa Afiric fliore. 
When Charlemain with all hia peciagt fcU 
By FoAtarabhia. Thna far thefe beyond 
Compaia of mortal prowefa, yet obftnr*d 
Their dread coramander; he abovt the reft 
In fliape and geftore proodly eminent 
Stood like a tow*r ; hit form had yet not loft 
All her origiaal brightocft, nor afpaar*d 
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Lefs than Arch-Angtl ruinM» and tV exceft 
Of jiflory* obfctirM} as when the fun new rifen 
Looks through the horitontal mifty air 
Shorn of his beams, or from behind the moon 
In dim ecliple dilhftrous twilight fheds 
On half the nationsi and with fear of change 
Perplexes monarqhs. I>arken*d fo, yet flione 
Above them all th* Arch- Angel t but his (ace 
Deep fears of thunder had intrenchM^ and care 
Sat on his faded cheeki but under brows 
Of dauntleft courage^ and confiderate pride 
Waiting revenge t cruel his eye, but caft 
Signs of remoHe and paffion to behold 
The fellows of his crime, the followers rather 
(Far other once beheld in blifs) condemned 
For ever now to have their lot in pain, 
Millions of Spirits for his fault amcrcM 
Of Heav'n, and from eternal fplendors flung 
For his revolt, yet faithful how they ftood. 
Their glory widterM : as when Heaven*s fire 
Hath (cathM the fored: oaks, or mountain pinet. 
With finged top their ftatcly growth though bare 
Stands on the Mailed heath. He now prepared 
To fpeak j whereat their doubled ranks they bend 
From wing to wing, and half inclofe him round 
With all his peers : attention held them mute. 
Thrice he aflay'd, and thrice in fyitc of fcom 
Tears, ftch as Angels weep, burfl forth s at \z!t 
Words interwove with iighs found out their way. 
O Myriads of imiMrtal 8pi*ritty O ?«wers 

Matchlcfsi 
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Matchlcfs, but with th' Almighty^ and that ftrife 

Was not inglorious^ though th* event was dire* 

As this place teftifies, and this dire change 

Hateful to utter t bnt what powY of mind 

Forefeeing or prefaging, from the depth 

Of knowledge paft or prefenty could have fearM^ 

How fuch united force of Godsy how Aich 

As ftcod lil^e thefe, could ever know repulfe f 

For who can yet believC} though after iofs^ 

That all thefc puiflant legions, whofe exile 

Hath emptied Heaven, (hall fail to i-e-afcend 

Self-raisM, and repoflefs their native feat ? 

For me be witnefs all the hoft of Heaven> 

If counfels different, or danger ihunn'd 

By me, have loft our hopes. But he who reigns 

Monarch in Heaven, till then as one fecure 

Sat on his throne, upheld by old repute, 

Confent or cuftom, and his regal ftate 

Put forth at full, but ftill his ftrength concealed. 

Which tempted our attempt, and wrought our fall. 

Henceforth his might we know, and know our own^ 

So as not either to provoke, or dread 

New war, provok'd j our better part remains 

To work in clofe dcfign, by fraud or guile. 

What force effefted not : that he no lefs 

At length from us may find, who ovcrcomet 

By force, hath overcome but half his foe. 

Space may produce new worlds 5 whereof fo rife 

There went a fame in Heav'n that he ere long 

Intended to create, and therein plant 

Age* 
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A gtnention» whom his choice regard 
Should favor equal to the font of Heaven i 
Thither, if but to piy^ (hall be perhaps 
Our firft eruption, thither or elfewhere i 
For thit infernal pit (hall never hold 
Celcftial Spi*rits in bondage, nor th' abyfa 
Long under darkneft cover. But thefe thoughtt 
Full counfel muft mature t P<ace h defpair^d. 
For who can think fubmiinon } War then. War 
•Open or underftood mull be i-cfolvM. 

He fpakc t and to confirm his word«, out<flew 
Millions of flaming fwords, di*awn from the thighs 
Of mighty Cherubim $ the fuddcn blaie 
Far round illumined Hell : highly they rag'd 
Againft the High'ell, and fierce with grafped arms 
Cl.iihM on their founding (hields the din of war. 
Hurling defiance tow'aid the vault of Heaven* 

There ((ood a hill not far, whofe grifly top 
BelchM fire and rolling fmokej the reft entirt 
Shone with a glofly fcurf, undoubted iign 
That in hit womb was hid metallic ore. 
The work of fulphur. Thither wing*d with fpeed 
A numerous brigad haftcnM ; as when bands 
Of pioneers with fpade and pickax arm^d 
Forerun the royal camp, to trench a field. 
Or caft a rampart. Mammon led them on« 
Mammon, the leafl erc6^ed Spi'rit that fell 
Fnim Heav'n, for e'en in Hcav'n his looks and thoughts 
Were always downward bent, admiring more 
The riches of Heav'n's pavement, trodden gold, 

, r Than 
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Than ought divine or holy elfe enjoy'd 

In vifion bcatiitc i hy him firfk 

Men ftlfoy and hy hit fng^eftion tatiglity 

RanfackM the center, and with impiont handi 

Kiflcd the boweU of Hieir mother earth 

For treafurcff better hM. Soon had hr^ crew 

OpenM'into the hill a f)»acioiii wound> 

And dif;g*d out rihi of g^Id. Let none admire 

That riehe* grow in Hell } that foil may heft 

Deferve the precious hane. And here let thofe 

Who boaft in morul thingt, and wondVing tell 

Of Babeli and the works of Memphtmn kings. 

Learn how their greateft monuments of fame, 

And ftrrngth, and art, are eafily out-done 

By Spirits reprobate, and in an hour 

What in an age they with inceHfant toil 

And hand* innumerable fcarce perform. 

Nigh on the plain in many ceils preparM, 

That underneath had reins of liquid fire 

SlucM from the lake, a fecond multitude 

With wond>ou8 art founded the mafly ore, 

Severing each kind, and fcumm*d the bullion drofs t 

A third as (bon had formM within the groimd 

A various mould, and from the boiling cell) 

By rtrange conveyance fSll'd each hollow nook. 

As in an organ from one blaft of wind 

To nuny a row of pipes the foimd'hoard breathes* 

Aaon otit of the earth a fabric huge 

Kofc like an exhalation, with the found 

Of dulcet fymphoniei and voicet fweeti 

Boik 
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Built like a temple, where pilafiers raund 
Were fet, and Doric pillart overlaid 
With golden architrave $ nor did there want 
Cornice or freeae, with bofly fculpturee graven | 
The roof was fretted gold. Not Babylon, 
Nor great Alcairo fuch magnificence 
Equard in all their glories, to inlhhne 
Bcl\is or Serapii their Gods, or feat 
Their kings, when Egypt with Aflyria ftrovt 
In wealth and luxury. Th' afcending pile 
Stood fix'd her ftately highth, and ftrait the doort 
Opening their hraien folds difcover wide 
Within, her aniple (paces, o'er the finooth 
And level pavemeiit i from the arched roof 
Pendent by fubtle magic many a row 
Of ftarry lamps and blazing creflets fed 
With Naphtha and Afphaltus yielded light 
As fjxmi a iky. The hafty multitude 
Admiring entered, and the work fome praifej 
And fome the archited t his hand was known 
In Heav*n by many a towered ftru6ture high. 
Where fcepier'd AngtU held their reddence, 
And fat as princes, whom the fupreme King 
Exalted to futh powY, and gave to nile^ 
Each in his hierarchy, the orders bright. 
Nor waa hit nama unheard or nnador^d 
In ancient Gftocej and in Aulbnian land 
Men caird him Mulciber} and how he fell 
From Ueav*A, they fabled, thrown by angry Jove 
Sheer o'er the cryftal battlemfnu I from room 

To 
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THE ARGUMENT. 

The confultation begun, Satan debates whet) 
other battel be to * \)6 haiarded for the rcc< 
Heaven : Some advife it, others diffuade : j 
propofal is preferred, mentionM before by Si 
^j»rch the truth of that prophecy or tradi 
jBfca;^ c4)^certting anStner Wortd, anc) zn^kV 
of creature e^ual or not much inferior to thei 
about this time to be created: Their dou 
fliall be fent on this difficult fearch : Sat: 
chief undertakes alone the voyage, is hone 
applauded. The council thus ended, the red 
them feveral ways, and to levcral employmc 
their inclinations lead them, to entertam t 
, ^11 Sat^ return. He paiTet on his journey 

V g^ii^f lii^df _them i^t, ini Whb {^ tHere i 
them, by whom at length they are opened, i 
cover to him the great jgrulf between Hell ai 
ven ; with what difficulty he paffes through, 
by Chaos, the Power of that place, to the 
this new world which he fought. 
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HICH Ml m throne of royal ibte, which far 
OuHhone the wealth of Ormui and of Ind, 
Or where the gorgeout eail with richeft hand 
Show^ra e^n her kings barbaric pearl and fold, 
Satan exaked fat, by merit raisM ^ 

To that bad eminence { and from defpair 
Thut high uplifted beyond hope, afpiret 
Beyond thus high, iniktiate to purtiie 
Vain war with Heaven, and by Aiccefs untaught 
His proud imaginaciont thus difplay'd. 40 

Powers and Dominions, Deities of Heaven, 
For imce no deep within her gulf can bold 
Immortal vigor, though opprcfsM and fairn, 
I ^ve not Heav'n for loft. From this defctiiC 
Celeftial virtues rifing, will appear 15 

More glorious and more di*ead than from no fall, 
And truft themfelves to fear no fecond fate. 
Me though juft light, and the fixM taws of Heaven 
Did firft create your leader, next fi^ee choioe. 
With what betides, in counfel or in figh^ so 

Hath been achieved of merit, yet this lofs 
I'hus far at leaft recovered, hath much more 
£iiablifli*d in a fafe unenvied throney 

D % \'\%\\xk 
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Yielded with full confent. The happier ftate 
In Heav'n, which follows dignity, might draw 
Knvy from eacli inferior ) but who here 
' Will envy whom the higheft place expofea 
Foremoft to ftand againft the Thund*rer*8 aim 
Your bulwark, and condemns to greateft Aiare 
Of endlcfii pain f where there is then no good 
For which to drive, no ftrife can giow up there 
From-fa^ion; for none fure will clame in Hell 
Precedence, none, whofe portion is fo fmall 
Of prefent pain, that with ambitious mind 
Will covet more. With this advantage then 
To union, and firm faith, and firm accord. 
More than can be in Heav*n, we now return 
To clame our juft inheritance of old, 
Surer to profper than profperity 
Could have afTur'd us } and by what beft way. 
Whether of open war or covert guile, 
We now debate j who can advife, may fpeak. 

He ceas*d, and next him Moloch, fcepter'd kin| 
Stood up, the ftrongcit and the fierceft Spirit 
That fought in Heav'n, now fiercer by defpair t 
His truft was with th' Eternal to be deem*d 
Equal in ftrength, and rather than be lefs 
CarM not to be at all } with that care loft 
Went all his fear t of God, or Hell, or worfe 
He rieck*d not> and thcfe words thereafter fpake. 

My fentence is for open war t of wiles. 
More unexpert, I boaft not t them let thofe 
Contrive who need^ or when they need, not now. 

) 
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For while they fit contriving! fhall the reft, 

Milliont that ftind in arms» and longing wait 55 

The fignal to afcend, fit lingering heie 

Heav'n*s fugitires, and for their dwelling-place 

Accept this dark opprobrious den of Ihamc, 

The prifon cf his tyi*anny who reigns 

By our delay ? no, let us i-atlicr choofe, 6c 

Arm'd with Hell flames and fuiy, all at once 

O'er HeaT*n*s high tow'rs to force refiftlefs way. 

Turning our tortures into horrid arms 

Againft the torturer j when to meet the noifc 

Of his almighty engin he Aiall hear 65 

Infernal thunder, and for lightning fee 

Black fire and horror ihot with equal rage 

Among his Angels, and his throne itfelf 

MixM with Tartarean fulphur, and ilrange fire, 

His own invented torments. But perhaps 70 

The way feems difficult and ftccp to fcale 

With upright wing againft a higher foe. 

Let fuch bethink them, if the llcepy drench 

Of that forgetful lake benumm not ftill. 

That in our proper motion we afccnd 75 

Up to our native feat : dcfcent and fall 

To us is advcrfc. Who but felt of late. 

When the fierce foe hung on our broken rear 

Infulting, and puriued us through the deep, 

With what compulfion and laborious flight So 

We funk thus low ? Th' afccnt is eafy then 5 

Th' event is fcar*d 5 ihould we again provoke 

Our ftronger, fome worfe way his wratli may find 
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To our deftnidion ; if there be in Hell 

Ftar to be worfe deftroyM : what can be worie 

Than to dwell here, drir^n out from bUfs» condemi 

In this abhorred deq) to utter woe; 

Where pain of unextinguiihable fire 

Muft excrcife us without hope of end 

The vafTaU of bit anger, when the fcourge 

Inexorably, and the torturing hour. 

Calls us to penance ? More defh'oy'd than thin 

We (hould be quite aboliftiM and expire. 

What fear we then ? what doubt we to incenfe 

His utmoft ire ? which to the highth enragM^ 

Will cither quite confume us, and reduce 

To nothing this effential, happier far 

Than mifcrable to have eternal being: 

Or if dur fubftance be indeed divine. 

And cannot ccafc to be, we are at worft 

On this fide nothing; and by proof we feel 

Our powV fufficicnt to difturb his Heaveny 

And with perpetual inroads to alarm, 

Though inacctffible, his fatal throne : 

Which, if not viftory, is yet revenge. 

lie ended frowning, and his look denounced 
Defp'rate revenge, and battel dangerous 
To lefs than Gods. On th* other fide up rofe 
Belial, in afl more graceful and humane ; 
'A fairer pcrfon loft not Hcav'n ; he fecm'd 
For dignity compos'd and high exploit ; 
But all was falfe and hollow; though his tongue 
Propt Manna, and could makt the worfe appeal* 
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The better renfony to peq>lcx and d^ 

>!(3tureft CQUufels : fbi* his thoughts were low ; 1 1 ^ 

To vice induilripusy but to nobler deeds 

Timorous and iloUiful t yet he plcas'd the cart 

And wUI^ j^rruafivc apcent thus begun. 

I I'hould lie much for open \vary O Peers, 
As not behind in hate , it' what was u^g'd i lo 

Main rcafon to pcrfuadc immediate war. 
Did not dilfiiadc me m^ikt and ieem to call 
Ominous conjc^ure on the whole iucccls : 
When he who pioft cjccels in fad of arms, 
In >vh;U he counfels and in what exc«;ls 115 

Milhudful, grounds his courage ou delpair 
And utter dilVolution, as the fcope 
Of all his aim, after fomc dire revenge. 
Firll, what revenge? the tpwVs of lleav'n are fiUM 
With armed watch, that render ail accefs 1 39 

Impregnable j oft on the l?ord*ring deep 
Incamp thtir legions, or yfr\f.b obfcuix' wing 
S^-(nit f:ir a^id wide into the realm of night, 
Scorning fyrprife*. Or could we break our way 
Sy force, and at oyr h^ls all Uuli fliould riie 135 
With Uacketl infurrcCvliojUi to confound 
Heaven's pure^ HglU, yet our great enemy 
All incor^'i\ptibie ^vould on his tlirone 
Sit unpolluted, and tir cthercMl mould 
l4)<;apablc of Itain would foop e3^)el t^9 

Her mlfchief, and purge oif the bafer fire 
Vi^lorious. Thus ropulsM, our final hope 
Is llat defpair : we inuii .ejiafpcr;^ 

D 4. 'y^^' 
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Th* ilmighty vi£tor to fpend ill hi8 ntge^ 
And that muft end us, that mnft be our cure. 
To be no more $ fad cure $ for who would lofe. 
Though full of pain, this intelleftual being, 
Thofc thoughts that wander through eternity. 
To peri(h rather, fwallowM up and loft 
In the wide womb of uncreated night. 
Devoid of fcnfe and motion ? and who knows, 
Let this be good, whether our angry foe 
Can give it, or will ever ? how he can, 
Is doubtful i that he never will, is fure. 
Will he, fo wife, let loofc at once his ire, 
3(like through impotence, or unaware, 
To give his enemies their wiih, and end 
Them in his anger, whom his anger faves 
To puniih endlefs ? Wherefore ceafe we then ? 
Sij they who counfel war, we are decreed, 
RelervM, and deftin'd to eternal woe { 
Whatever doing, what can we fuiFer more. 
What can we fuffcr worfe ? Is this then worft. 
Thus fitting, thus confulting, thus in arms f 
What when we fled amain, purfued and ftnick 
With Heaven's afiU6ting thunder, and befought 
The deep to ihelter us ? this Hell then feem*d 
A refuge from thofe wounds t or when we lay 
Chained on the burning lake ? that fure was worfe 
What if the breath that kindled thofe grim fires, 
AwakM ihould blow them into fev'nfold rage, 
And plunge us in the flames f or from above 
Should intermitted vengeance ans again 
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Hit red right hind to plague ns ? what if all 

Her ftdret ¥rere openM, and this firmament 175 

Of Hell ihould fpout her catarafts of fire, 

Impendent horrort, threatning hideous fall 

One day upon our heads $ while we perhaps 

Defigning or exhorting glorious war, 

Caught in a fiery tempeft (hall be hurPd it« 

Each on his rock transfixMy the fport and prey 

Of wracking whirlwinds, or for ever funk 

Under yon boiling ocean, wrapt in chains ) 

There to conyerfe with ever lading gi-oans, • 

Unrefpitcd, unpitied, unrepriev'd, tt$ 

Ages of hopelefs end } this would be worfe. 

War theitfore, open or concealM, alike 

My voice dilTuades \ for what can foixe or guile 

With him, or who deceive his mind, whofe eye 

Views all things at one view } he from Heaven's highth 

All thefe our motions vain fees and derides ) 

Not more almighty to refill our might 

Than wife to fruftrate all our plots and wiles. 

Shall we then live thus vile, the race of Heaven 

Thus trampled, thus expellM to fuffer here 19s 

Chains and thefe torments } better thefe than worfe 

By my advice ^ fince fate inevitable 

Subduea us, and omnipotent decree, 

The viaor's will. To fuflpcr, as to do^ 

Our ftrength is equal, nor the law unjuft moo 

That fo ordains i this was at firft refolvM, 

If we were wife, againft fo great a foe 

Contending, and fo doubtful what might fall. 

I laugh, 
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I laugh, when thofe who at thfi fpear «rc bold 

A^ ventrous, if that fail thiemf ibrink aj&d fe^r %i 

What yet they know muft follow, to ipdure 

Exile, or ignoniiny', or bonds, or pain, 

The fentence of their conquVor : tbi9 iff flow 

Our doom -y which if we can fuilain ajid beai', 

€>ur fupreme foe in time may much remit ^: 

His anger, and perhaps thus far removed 

Not mind us not oflfendiog, fatisfy'd 

With what is punilb*d ; whence thefe raging fires 

Will flacken, if his breath ftir not th/eir flames. 

Our purer eflence then will overcome 21 

Their noxious vapor, or inur'd not'£eel, 

Or changM at length, and to the place conformM 

In temper and in nature, will receive 

Familiar the fierce heat, and void of pain; 

This horror will grow mild, tliis darknefs light, 29 

Bcfides what hope the never-ending flight 

Of future days may bring, what dumce, what chan^ 

Worth waiting, fuice our prcfent loX appears 

For happy thougli but ill, for ill not vf^rfk, 

^f we procure not to o:urlelyes more woe. 22 

Thus Beliad with wo^ds clothM in reafon*s garb 
CounfelM ignoble eafe, and peaceful iloth. 
Not peace : and after him thus Mammcga fpake. 

Either to difmthrone the king of Heaven 
^« war, if war be b^, or to regain 2j 

Our own right lofl: : him to unthj'one we then 
May hope, when cverlafling Fate flull yidd 
To fickle Chance^ and Cbios judge the ilrife i 

'■ TI 
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'Jfie fomcr Tain to hope argues lu Tiin 

The latter t for what place can be for ut 115 

Within Heav*n^» bound» unlefs Hcav*n*t Lord fuprcme 

We overpower ? Suppofe he (hould relent^ 

And publilh grace to all, on proiuiie made 

Of new fubjefUon ) with what eyes could we 

Stand in his prefence humble, and receive 140 

Stri<5t laws impot^dy to celebrate his throne 

With warbled hjnanty and to his Godhead fing 

Forc'd Hallelujah's $ while he lordly Hts 

Our envied foTran, and his altar breathes 

Ambrofial odors and arabroilal dowers* 141 

Our fervile oAerings ? This muft b^ our tgJSn 

In Hcav*n« this our delight $ how wcarUbme 

Eternity fo fpent in worftiip paid 

To whom we hate I Lot us not thrn pui/ue 

By force impoiTible, by leave obtained ^$^ 

Unacceptable^ though i<i Hcav*n» our ftate 

Of fplendid vaflala^je i but rather feek 

Our own good from ourAilves, and frow our own 

Live to ourielyes» though in this vaft rocefsy 

Free, and to none accouuXabie, prelcrring 255 

Hard liberty be£tu-e the eafy yoke 

Of fervile pomp. Our greatncfs will appear 

Then moft eonipicuous» when great things of fmally 

Ufcful of hurtful, profp'rous of adverfe 

We can create, and in what place fo e'er 160 

Thrive under ev*il, and work cafe out of pain 

Through labor and indurance. This. deep world 

Of darkneft do we dixad ? iiow oft amidil 

Thick 
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Thick clouds and dark doth Heav'n'8 all-ruling Sire 

Choofe to refidef his glory unobfcurM, s6 

And with the majefty of darknefs round 

Covers his throne } from whence deep thunders roar 

Muft'ring their rage, and Hcav*n refemblet Hell i 

As he our darknefs, cannot we his light 

Imitate when we pleafe r This defert foil 17* 

Wants not her hidden luftre, gems and gold $ 

Nor want we ikill or art, from whence to raife 

Magnificence ; and what can Heav'n (how more ? 

Our tormenu alfo may in length of time 

Become our elements, thefc piercing fires »7. 

As foft as now ferere, our temper changed 

Into their temper; which muft needs remove 

The fenfible of pain. All things invite 

To peaceful counfels, and the fettled ftate 

Of order, how in fafety bcft we may i8< 

Compofe our prcfent evils, with regard 

Of what wc are and where, difmifling quite 

All thoughts of war : ye have what I advife. 

He fcarce had finifh*d, when fuch murmur fill'd 
Th* aifembly, as when hollow rocks reuin 18 

The found of bluft'ring winds, which all night long 
Had rous*d the fea, now with hoarfe cadence lull 
Sea- fearing men o'er-watch'd, whofe bark by chance 
Or pinnace anchors in a craggy bay 
After the tcmpcft : Such applaufe was heard 19 

A<; Mammon ended, and his fentence pleased, 
Adviling peace : for fuch another field 
Thoy dreaded worfe thaa Hell : fo much the fear 

C 
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Of thunder and the fword of Michiei 

Wrought ftill within them $ and no lefs de(ire 395 

To found this nether empire, which might riie 

B7 policy, and long proccis of time. 

In emulation oppofite to Heaven. 

Which when Bctflaehub perceived, than whom, 

Satan except, none higher fat, with grave 309 

Afp^A he role, and in his rifing feem^d 

A piU*ar of ftate $ deep on his front ingraven 

Deliberation fat and public care $ 

And princely couniel in his face yet fiione^ 

Majeftic though in ruin : fage he ftood 305 

With Atlant^an ihoulders fit to bear 

The weight of mightieft monarchies ; his look 

Drew audience and attention ftill as night 

Or Aimmer^s noon-tide air, while thus he fpake. 

Thrones and Imperial Powers, Offspring of Heaven^ 
Ethereal Virtues ; or thcfc titles now 
Muft we renounce, and changing ftile be caird 
Princes of Hell ^ for fo the popular vote 
Inclines, here to continue', and build up hei« 
A growing empire ; doubtlefs} while we dream, 315 
And know not that the king of Heav'n htth doom'd 
This place our dungeon, not our fafe retremt 
Beyond his potent arm, to live exempt 
From Hcav'n^s high jurifdiflion, in new league 
Banded againft his throne, but to remain •x^ 

In UriiStell bondage, though thus far removed 
Untlcr th* inevitable curb, referv'd 
His capti>-e multitude t for he, be furej 

fur 
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In highth or deptb^ ftill tirtk and lad will rtign 
Sole king 9 and of hit kingdom Me no part 
By our revolt^ but over Hell extend 
Hit empire, an<l with iron fcepter rule 
U« here, at with hit golden thofe in Heaven. 
What fit wt then projc^ling peace and war f 
War hath determined ut, and fotPd with lofi 
Irreparable) termt of peace yet none 
Vouchfaf *d or bought ( for what peace will be giv 
To ut inflavM, but cuftody ieverc^ 
And ftripctf and arbitrary punishment 
4oDi£led ? and what peace can we return^ 
But to our pow*r hoftility and hate. 
Untamed rdnftance, and revenge though flow. 
Vet ever plotting how tfcc conqueror Icail 
May reap hit conqueft» and may leaft rejoice 
Jn doing what we tnoft in fufTcring feel t 
Nor will occafion want, nor (hall we need 
With dang*rout expedition to invade 
Hcav*n, wholb hrgh walls fear no aiTauIt or iiege, 
Or amboih fiom the deep. What if wc find 
fkfme eaiter mtcrprift ? There it a plate, 
(If «iieienl and pft>phct»c fame in Heaven 
EiT not) another woiM, fhe hKppy ieat 
Of fome new rsrce dilVd Man, abouft tkia time 
To be croafed iikc to tt%, though left 
f fc pow'r and cxccHencc, but favout^d more 
Of him who tlilet abov<; fo wat hit will 
Pronounced among the Godt , and by an oath, 
That ftiook Htav^nH whole circumferencty con6r 

%,: Tl 
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Thither let ut behd all &d!t Uiotights, to learn 
What crtatnhrt thcrt !hhabit» of what itioUl, 3 ^ ^ 

Or rublhince, how inducnli and what their power, 
And where their weakhels, how attrmptnl bcU, 
Ww force or fnbtlety. Thoiif»h llt.iv'n be iliiit, 
And Hca\Tn'8 high arbitrator tit Iccni-c 
In his own ftrtAgfth, this place may lie expos*d» 36^ 
The utmort border of his kingdom, left 
To their dcfenfc who hold iti here perh;!^ 
Some advantaj»eo\i8 a^ may be achievM 
By ludden oAfet, either with Hdl fire 
To tvaftc hi« whole creation, or pofleis J6^ 

All as our own, and diive, a« we were driven, 
'I 'he puny habitants, or if not drive, 
Siducc them tb ortr paity, that their God 
May prove theiV foe, and with rrpentinj; han<l 
Abolifli his own WoAs. This Would furpuft 370 
Common rcvctij^c, and iVitermpt hi^ joy 
In otrr confttiion, and our joy upraife 
In his difturbance; when his darling fond, 
Hurrd headlong to partake with us, ihail cnrfe 
Their frail original, and faded blifst, 3^^ 

Faded fo foon. Advife if this be Worth 
Attempting, or to fit m daiicneA here 
Hatching vain empires. Thus Be!^ebiib 
Pleaded his devilifh counfel, firft devised 
By Satan, and in part proposM : fnrr whcncv» sSo 
But from the author of all ill, could fpring 
So deep % m:dice to confound the race 
Of mankind in one root, and Earth with Hell 
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To mingle and iwolrt, done ill to fpite 

The great Creator^ But their fpite ftill fervet %%$ 

flit glory to augment. The bold defign 

Pleai*d highly thofe infernal Statea, and joy 

Sparkled in all their eye% ) with full aflent 

They vote i whereat hit fpecch he thu6 rencwe. 

Well have ye judg*dy well ended long debate, 990 

Synod of Goda^ and like to what ye are^ 

Great thii^ refolvM, which from the loweft deep^ 

Will once more lift ut up, in fpite of fate. 

Nearer our ancient feat | perhaps in view 

Of thofe bright confinety whence with neighboring arms 

And opportune excurHon we may chance 

Re-enter Heaven ^ or elfc in fome mild zone 

Dwell not unvifitcd of Heav*n*t fair light 

Sccurcy and at the bri(;htning orient beam 

Purge off this gloom ; the foft delicious air^ 400 

To heal the fear of thefc corrofive Hrcs» 

Shall breathe her balm. But Arft whom ftiall wrfend 

In fearch of this new world ? whom (hall we find 

Sufficient? who (hall tempt with wandering feet 

' The dark unbottomM infinite abyfs, 405 

And through the palpable obfcurc find out 
His uncouth way^ or fpread his aery flight 
Upborne with indefatigable wings 
Over the vaft abrupt, ere he arrive 

' The happy ile t what (Ircngth, what art can then 410 
Suffice, or what evafion bear him fafc 
'^' 'ough the ftri^V fcntcricn nnd Actions thick 
U watcliing round ? Here be had need 

All 
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All circumr|>e£^ion» and we now no lefa 
Choice in our fuftrage ) for on whom we fend, 41 5 
The weight of all and our la(t hope rclic«. 
This faid, he fat } and cxpe^ation held 
His look fufpenfe, awaiting who appeared 
To fecond, or oppofey or undertake 
The perilous attempt i but all fut mute> 410 

Pondering the danger with deep thoughts } and each 
In others countenance read his own difmay 
A.lloni(hM i none among the choice and prime 
Of thofc Heav*n- warring champions could be found 
So hardy as to protter or accept 425 

Alone the di^adful voyage ^ till at laft 
Satan, whom now tranfcendent glory rais'd 
Above his fellows, with monarchal pride 
Conlcious of highcll worth, unmov'd thus fpake. 
. O Progeny of Heaven, empyreal Tlironcs, 43P 

With reafon hath deep filence and demur 
SeisM us, though undifmayM t long is the way 
And hard, that out of Hell leads up to light | 
Our pri(bn (trong { this huge convex of Hre> 
KhKragrous to devour, immures us round 435 

Ninefold* and gates of burning adamant 
BaiT*d over us prohibit all egi^efs. 
Theib pafsM, if any pafs, the void profound 
Of unclVential Nijcht receives him next 
Wde gaping, and with utter lofs of being 449 

Threatens liim, plungM in tliat abortive gulf. 
If thence he fcape into whatever world. 
Or unknown xegioui what remains him left .,^ 
VoLrl. £ Thai 
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Than unknown dangers, and as hard efcape 
Kilt I flxould ill become this throne, O Peers 
And this imperial fovranty, adorn'd 
With fplendor, arm'd with power, if ought 
And judgM of public moment, in the.fiiape 
Of difficulty or danger could deter 
Me from attempting. Wherefore do* "I afTui 
The(e royalties, and not refufe to reign* 
Refuting to accept as great a ihare 
Of hazard as of honor, due alike 
To him who reigns, and fo much to him dtu 
Of hazard more, as he above the reft 
High honored fits? Go therefore, mighty Po" 
Terror of Heaven, though falPn ; intend at i 
While here ihall be our home, what bcft jna; 
The prefent mifery, and render Hell 
More tolerable ; if there be cure or charm 
To refpite, or deceive, or (lack the pain 
Of this ill mantion : intermit no watch 
Againft a wakeful foe, while I abroad 
Through all. the coafts of dark deftruftion fo 
Ddivcrance for us all : this cnterprife 
None (hall partake with me. Thus faying r 
The Monarch, and prevented all reply, 
Prudent, left from his refolution raisM 
Others among the chief might offer now 
(Certain to be refused) what erft they fear'd 
And fo r^fus'd might in opinion ftand 
His rivals, winning cheap the high repute 
Which he thtioogh hazai'd huge mufteacn. 
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Di-cadcti not more tl\* adventure than his voice 

Forbidding J and at once with him they rofcj 475 

Their rifing all at once was as the Ibund 

Of thunder heard remote. Tow'ards him they bend 

With awful reverence prope j and as a God 

Extol him equal to the Hig'hcll in Heav'n 1 

Hot faird they to exprefs how much they praisM, 4S0 

That for the general fafety he defpisM 

His own : for neither do the Spirits damn'd 

Lofe all their virtue $ left bad men fhould boaft 

Their fpecious deeds on earth, which glory* excites, 

Or clofe ambition varnifh'd o'er with zca{. 4.85 

Thus they their doubtful confultations daric * 

Ended rejoicing in their matchlcfs chief 1 

As when from mountain tops the duiky clouds 

Afccnding, while the north-wind (leeps, o'er-fpread 

Hcav'n's chearful face, the louring element 490 

Scowls o'er the daikenM lamllkip fnow, or (howeri 

If chance the radiant fun with farewel fwect 

Extend hit evening beam, the fields revive. 

The birds their notes renew, and bleating herdi 

Atteft their joy, that hill and valley rings. 495 

O (hame to men I Devil with Devil damn'd 

Firm concord holds, men only difagree 

Of creatures rational, though under hope 

Of heavenly grace t and God proclaming peace. 

Yet live in hati'ed, enmity, and Ilrife • 500 

Among themfelves, and levy ci-uel wars, 

Wafting the earth, each other to deftroy t 

At if (whic)^ might induce us to accord) 

E % Ki\^ 
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Man had not hellifh foes enow befides. 
That day and night for his deftni6tion wait. 

The Stygian council thus diflfolvM^ and foiih 
In order came the grand infernal peers : 
Midft came their mighty paramount, and feemM 
Alone th* antagonift of Heav*n, nor lefs 
Than Hell's dread emperor with pomp fupreme, ; 
And God-like imitated ftate $ him round 
A globe of fiery Seraphim inclos'd 
With bright imblazonry, and horrent arms. 
Then of their fefTion ended they bid cry 
With trumpets regal found the great refuitt • 

Tow'ards the four winds four fpeedy Cherubim 
Put to their mouths the founding alchemy 
By heralds voice explained ; the hollow' abyfs 
Heard far and wide, and all the hoft cf Hell 
With deafning fliout rcturnM them loud acclame. 5 
Thence more at eafe their minds, and fomcwhat rai 
By falfe piefumptuous hope, the ranged Powers 
Di(band, and, wandering, each his feveral way 
Purfuet, as inclination or fad choice 
Jjsads him perplex'd, where he may likelieft find j 
Truce to his rcftlefs thoughts, and entertain 
The irkfomc hours, till his great chief return. 
Part on the plain, or in the air fublime. 
Upon the wing, or in fwift race contend, 
As at th' Olympian games or Pythian fields 5 j 

Part curb their fiery fteeds, or (hun the goal 
With rapid wheels, or fronted brigads form. 
At when to warn proud cities war appears 

Waj 
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WagM in the troubled iky» and armies i-ufh 
To battel in the clouds, before each van 535 

Prick forth the aery knights, and couch their fpeurs 
Till thickeft legions clofe ; with feats of arms 
From either end of Heav*n the welkin bunu. 
Others with vaft Typhcean rage more fell 
Stud up both rocks and hills, and ride the air 54.0 
In whirlwind; Hell fcarce holds the wild uproar. 
As when Alcidcs, from Oechalia crown'd 
With conqnclt, felt th' envenomed robe, and tore 
Through pain up by the roots Theflalian pines, 
And Lichas from the top of Octa threw 54.5 

Thto tV Euboic fea. Others more mild| 
Retreated in a filent valley, fmg 
With notes angelical to many a harp 
Their own heroic deeds and haplcfs fall 
Bf doom of battel j and complain that fate 550 

Free virtue (hould inthrall to force or chance. 
Their foag was partial, but the harmony 
(What could it Icfs when Spi'rits immortal fing?) 
Sufpended Hell, and took with raviftiment 
T^io thronging audience. In difcourfe more fweet 555 
(For eloquence the foul, fong charms the fcnfe,) 
Others apart (at on a hill retirM, 
In thoughts more elevate, and rcafon'd high 
Of providence, foreknowledge, will, and fate, 
Eix*d fate, free will, foreknowledge abfolute^ 560 
And found no end, in wandering mazes lo(t. 
Of good and evil much they argued then» 
Of happinefs ax)d final mifeiy, 
•s E J PaHion 
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( Paflion and apathy, and glory' and (hime, 
Vain wifdom all, and falfc philofophy t 
Yet with a plcafing forccry could charm 
Pain for a while or anguilh, and excite 
Fallacious hope, or arm th' obdured breaft 
With ftubbom patience as with triple ftccl. 
Another part in fquadrons and grofs bands. 
On bold adventure to^ifcover wide 
That difmal world, if any clime perhaps 
Might yield them eaiier habitation, bend 
Four ways their flying march, along the banks 
Of four infernal rivers, that difgorge 
Into the burning lake their baleful ftreams ; 
Abhorred Styx, the flood of deadly hate ; 
Sad Acheron of forrow, black and deep 5 
Cocytus, namM of lamentation loud 
Heard on the rueful fti-eam j fierce Phlegethon 
Whofe waves of torrent fire inflame with rage. 
Far off from thefc a flow and filent flream, 
Lethe the river of oblivion rolls 
Her watry labyrinth, whereof who drinks. 
Forthwith his former ftate and bc'ing forgets, 
Forgets both joy and gi'icf, pleafure and paiiu 
Beyond this flood a frozen continent * 
Lies dark and wild, beat with perpetual ftormg 
Of whirlwind and dire hail, which on firm land 
ThAws not, but gathers heap, and i-uin feems 
Of ancient pile ; or elfe deep fnow and ice, 
A gulf profoimd as that Scrbonian bog 
Betwixt Damiata and Mount Caiius old, 

Wl 
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: armiet wliole have funk t the parching air 
frore» and cold peH'ormi th' eflfedl of iire. 595 
T by harpy-footed furies hal'd 
tain rtrolutions all the danin*d 
ought) and feel by turns the bitter change 
ce extremely extremes by change more 6erce» 
)eda of raging fire to ftarve in ice 609 

foft ethereal warmthi and there to pint 
cable, iniix*d» and froaen round, 
I of time, thence hurried back to firt^ 
erry over this Lethean found 
> and fro, theii- forrow to augment^ 4of 

iHi and ftruggle, as ihcy pais, to reach 
mpting ftream^ with one fmall drop to loft 
et forgetful nefs all p.iin and woe, 
one moment, and fo neuj- the brink { . / 

te withlbnds, and to oppofe th* attempt 4i^ 
a with Gor[;onian terror guardt 
ird| and of itlclf the water flics 
fte of living wight, as once it fled ■ 
p of Tantalus, . 'i'hus roving on 
fna'd march forlorn, tlr adventrous bands 615 
liudd'ring horror pale, and eyes aghaily 
I fir(t their lamentable lot, and found 
: tlwQugh many a daik and drcai7 ^^^* 
pufHM, and many a region dolorous, 
lany a fio/cn, many a iit ry Alp, 6ao 

,cavcsi lakes, font, lx>gi, dens, and (hadei of d«aih» 
kcrfc of dculh, which God by curff 
d cv'il, for eyii g^ily .good| 

E 4 Where 
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Where all life dies, death lives, and nature breeds, 
Perverfe, all monftrous, all prodigious things^ 615 
Abominable, inuttcrablc, and worfe 
Than fables yet have feignM, or fear conceived, 
Gordons, and Hydra's, and Chimsra^s dire. 

Mean while the Adverfary* of God and Man, 
Satan with thoughts inflam'd of hig'heft defign, 630 
Puts on fwift wings, and tow'ards the gates of Hell 
Explores his folitary flight j fometimes 
He fcours the right hand coaft, fometimes the left. 
Now fliaves with level wing the deep, then foart 
Up to the fiery concave towring high, 655 

As when far off at Tea a fleet defcry'd 
Hangs in the clouds, by equino6lial winds 
Clofc failing from Bengala, or the ilcs 
Of Ternate and Tidorc, whence mcixhants bring 
Their fpicy drugs ; they on the trading flood &|0 

Through the wide Ethiopian to the Cape 
Ply ftemming nightly tow'ard the pole. So feem*d 
Far off the flying Fiend : at laft appear 
Hell bounds high reaching to the horrid roof. 
And thrice three-fold the gates } three folds were brafiy 
Three iron, three of adamantin rock, 
Impenetrable, impaPd with circling fire, 
Yet unconfum*d. Before the gates there fat 
On either fide a formidable flitpe; 
The one feemM woman to the wafte, and fsdr^ $s^ 
But ended foul in many a fcaly fold 
Voluminous and vaft, a ferpent arra'd 
With mortal fting: about ker middle round 
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A ciy of Hell hounds never ceafing l>ark'd 

With wide Ccrberean mouths full loud, and rung 

A hideous peal j yet, when they lift» would creep* 

If ought diihirb'd their noife, into her womb, 

And kennel there, yet thei-e IHU bark'd and howlM, 

Within unfeen. Far lefs abhorred than thefe 

VexM Scylla bathing in the Tea that paits 669 

Calabria from the hoarfe Trinacrian fliorei 

Nor uglier follow the night-hag, when, calPd 

In fecret, riding through the air flie comes» 

Lur'd with the frncll of infant blood, to dance 

With Lapland witches, while the laboring moon 665 

Eclipfes at their charms. The other fhape, 

If fhape It might be calPd that fhape had none 

Diftinguifhable in member, joint, or limb, 

Or fubftance might be caird that fliadow feemM, 

For each fecmM either; black it itood as Night, 670 

Fierce as ten Furies, terrible as Hell, 

And fhook a dreadful dart ; what feem'd his head 

The likenefs of a kingly crown had on: 

Satan was now at hand, and from his feat 

The monfter moving onward came as faft 675 

With horrid (brides. Hell trembled as he ftrode. 

Th' undaunted Fiend what this might be admirM, 

AdmirM, not fear'd ; God and his Son except^ 

Created thing nought valued he nor (hunn'd } 

Afid with difdainful look thus firfl began* 689 

Whence and what art thou, execrable fhape, 
That dar'ft, though grim and terrible, advance 
Thy mifcreated front athwart my way 

T* 
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To yonder gates ? through them I mean to pafsy 
T-hat be aflurM, without leave afk'd of thee : 6tS 
Ketirc, or taftc thy folly% and learn by proof, 
Ilell-borni not to contend with Spirits of Heaven». 

To whom the goblin full of wrath replyM. 
Art thou that traitor Angel, art thou He, 
Wdo flrft broke peace in Heav'n and faiths till theft. 
Unbroken, and in proud rebel liout aims 
Drew after him the third part of HeavVa Tons 
ConjurM againft the Hig'heft, for which both thou 
And they, outcaft from God, are here condemned 
To wafte eternal days in woe and pain ? 695 

And rcckon'ft thou thyfelf with Spi'rits of Heaven, 
HcIl-doomM, and breath'ft defiance here and fcora 
Where I reign kingf and, to eni-age thee more, 
Thy king and lord ? Back to thy punifhment, 
HalUc fugitive, and to thy fpeed add wings, 70c 

Left with a whip of fcorpions I purfue 
Thy iingring, or with one ftroke of this dart 
Slrange horror fcifc thce% aj\d pangs unfelt before. 

So fpakc the grifly terror, and in ftiape. 
So ^)caking and lb thrcalning, grew ten-fold 70; 

Mure dreadful and defonn : on th' oilier fide 
Inccns'd with indignation Satan flood 
UntcrrifyM, and like a comet burn'd. 
That f:rcs the length of Ophiuchus huge 
Xa th' arctic iky, and from his horrid hair yv 

Sh:ikc9 pcililence and war. Each at the head 
LcvcPd his deadly aim ; their fatal hands 
No fecond itroke intend, and fuch a frown 

Eac 
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Kach caft at th* other, as when two black clouds, 

With Heaven's artillery fraught, come rattling on 

Over the Cafpian, then ftand front to front 

Hovering a fpacc, till winds the fignal blow 

1*0 join their dark encounter in mid airi 

So frown'd the mighty combatants, that Hell 

Qrew darker at their frown, - fo matched they ftood i 

For never but once more was either like 

To meet fo great a foe t and now great deeds 

Had been achieved, whereof all Hell had rungf 

Had not the fnaky forcerefs that fat 

Fail by Hell gate, and kept the fatal key, 715 

Kis'n, and with hideous outcry ruflf d between. 

O Father, what intends thy hand, ihe cry'd, 
Againrt thy only Son ? What fury', O Son, 
PoflefTcs thee to bend that mortal dart 
Agatnft thy Father's head f and know'ft for whom i 
For him who Ots above and laughs the while 
At thee ordainM his drudge, to execute 
Whatever his wrath, which he calls juiHcc, bids j 
His wmth, which one day will deib-oy ye both. 

She fpakc, and at her words the hcUiih peft 739 
Forbore, tlien theCe to her Satan retum'd. 

So itrange thy outcry, and thy woixls fo ftrange 
Tbott interpofeft, that my Auldcn hand 
Prevented fpares to tell thee yet by deeds 
Wtmt it intends j till Mi I know of thee, 74^ 

\Vh:it thing thou art, thus doublc-form'd, and why 
In this infcrnai vale firft met thou calPft 
Me Father, njid that phautaijn cali'ii my Son; 
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I know thee not, nor ever faw till now 

Sight more deteftable than him ind thee. 745 

T' whom thus the portrcfd of Hell gate replyM. 
Haft thou forgot me then, and do I fcem 
Now in thine eye fo foul ? once deem'd fo fair 
In Hcav'n, when at th' aflemhly, and in fight 
Of ill the Seraphim with thee combinM 750 

In bold confpiracy againft HcavVi king, 
All on a fudden miferable pain 
SurpriflM thee, dim ihine eyes, and dizzy fwum 
In darkncfs, while thy head flames thick and faft 
Thrtw furth, till on the left fide opening wide, 755 
Likcft to thee in fliape and countenance brightt 
1'hen fhining heav*nly fair, a Ooddcfs arm*d 
Out of thy head I fptungt amazement feis'd 
All th' hoft of Ilcav'n; back they recoil'd afraid 
At fu'ft, and calPd me Sin, and for a fign 76Q 

Portentous held mc j but familiar grown, 
I plcanM, and with attraftivc graces won 
The moft avcrfc, thee chiefly, who full oft 
Thyfclf in mc thy perfcft image viewing 
Becam'ft cnamour'd, and fuch joy thou took'ft 765 
With mc in fecrct, that my womb conceiv'd 
A growing burden. Mean while war arofc, 
And fields were fought in Heav'n > wherein remained 
(For what could elfc ?) to our almighty foe 
Clear viftory, to our part lofs and rout 770 

Through all the empyrean 1 down they fell 
Driv'n headlong from the pitch of Heaveiiy down 
Into this deep, and in the general fall 
> lalfoi 
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I alfoj at which time this powVful key 

lAto my hand was giv'n, with charge to keep 775 

Thefe gates for ever (hut, which none can pafi 

Without my opening. Pcnllvc hei-c I fat 

Alone, but long I fat not, till my womb 

Pregnant by thee, and now excefTive gix>wn» 

Pr^igious motion felt and rueful throes. jt^ 

At hit this odious offspring whom thou feed 

Thine own begotten, breaking violent way 

Tore through my entrails, that with fear and pain 

Diftortcd, all my nether fliape thus grew 

Transformed : but he my inbred enemy 7I1 

Forth iflfued, braudifhing his fatal dart 

Made to deftfoy j I fled, and cry'd out Death j 

Hell trembled at the hideous name, and fighM 

From all her caves, and hack refounded Death. 

I fled, but he purfued, (though more, it feems, 790 

InflnmM with lud than rage) and fwifter fari 

Me overtook his mother all difmay'd, 

And in embraces forcible and foul 

Ingcndring with me, of that rape begot 

Tliefe yelltng mondcrs, that with ceafclefi cry 791 

Surround me, as thou faw'ft, hourly conceived 

And hourly born, with forrow infinite 

To me J for when they lift, into the womb 

That bred them they return, and howl and gnaw 

My bowels, their repaft j then burfting forth 8o« 

Afrefh with confcious terrors vex me rounds 

That reft or intermiliion none I find. 

before mine oyet in oppofition fitt 

Grim 
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Grim Death my Ton and foe, who fets them on^ 

And mc his parent would full foon devour $05 

For want of other prey, but that he knows 

His end with mine involved; and knows that I 

Should prove a bitter morfel^ and his bane. 

Whenever that Aiall be ; fo fate pronounc'd. 

^iut thou, O Father, I forewarn thee, fliun 810 

His deadly arrow } neither vainly hope 

To be invulnerable in thofe bright arms. 

Though tempered heav'nly, for that mortal dint^ 

Save he who reigns above, none can refill. 

; She finiihM, and the fubtle Fiend his lore 815 

Soon learnM, now milder, and thus anfwer*d fmooth* 

Dear Daughter, fince thou clam'ft me for thy firs. 

And my fair fon here ihow'ft me, the dear pledge 

Of dalliance had with thee in Heav'n, and joys 

Then fweet, now fad to mention, through dire change 

licfairn us unforefeen, unthought of $ know 

I come no enemy, but to fet free 

From out this dark and difmal houfe of pain 

Both him and thee, and all the heav'nly hoft 

Of SpiVitSy that in our juft pretences ann*d 825 

Fell with us from on high : from them I go 

This uncouth errand fole, and one for all 

Myfcif cxpofe, with lonely fteps to tread 

Th' unfounded deep, and through the void immenfe 

To fcarch with wandering queit a place foretold Sjt 

Should be, and, by concurring figns, ere now 

Created vaft and round, a place of blifs 

In the pourlieus of ^eav'iii and therein plac'd 

A race 



Book II. PARADISE LOST. i^ 

A race of upftart creatures, to fupply 

Perh:ips our vacant room, though mure rcmovM^ 835 

hcl\ Ueav'n Aircharg'4 with potent multitude 

Might hap to move new broiU 1 He this or ought 

Than this more fecret now delign'd, 1 hade 

To know, and tliis once known, (hall toon return. 

And brii\g ye to the place where Thou and I>eath 

Shall dwell at eafe, and up and dow9 unicca 

Win;; filcntly the buxom air, imbalm'd 

With odors i there ye fliall be fed and fiUM 

In\meafurably, all things (HaU be your prey. 

He cea«*d, for both fetm'd highly pleas'd, and Death 
Grinned horrible a ghaiily iniilc, to hear 
His fumin ihould be Aird, and blel): his maw 
Dcltin'd to that good hour i no lei's rejoic'd 
His motlict' bad, and thus bcfpakc her fire. 

The key of this infernal pit by due, Sjja 

.And by command of Hcav*n*s uU-powVful king 
I keep, by him forbidden to unlock 
Thel'e adamantin gau-s ; againil all force 
Death ready Hands to interpofe his dart, 
JKe^rlefs to be o'ermatchM by living might. 855 

But what owe I to his commands above 
Who hates me, and hath hither thruft mc dowi\ 
Into this gloom of Tartaiois profound, 
To fit in hateful oAlce here confinM, 
Inhabitant of Heav'n, and hcav'nly-bom, S60 

Here in perpetual agony and pain. 
With terrors and with dumors compafs'd round 
Of mine own biood, tkit on my bowels feed> 

Thoto 



^4 PARADISE LOST. Boc 

Thou art my father, thou my author, thou 
My being gav'ft me j whom (hould 1 obey 
But thee, whom follow f thou wilt bring me foci 
To that new world of light and blifs, among 
The Godft who live at cafe, where 1 fbalL reiga 
At thy right hand vuluptuout, at befeemt 
Thy daughter and thy darling, without end» 

Thus faying, from her fide the fatal key. 
Sad inftrument of all our woe, (he took i 
And tow'ardt the gate rolling her beftial train, 
Forthwith the huge portcullis high up drew, 
Which but herfelf not all the Stygian Powers 
Could once have mov'd } then in the key-hole tur 
Th* intricate wardn, and every bolt and bar 
Of mafly ir*on or folid rock with cafe 
Unfaftcns : on a fudcten open fly 
\Vith impetuous recoil and jan-ing found 
l*h' infernal doors, and on their hinp^cs grate 
Jiarfh thunder, that the loweft bottom /hook. 
Of Krcbus. She opcn'd, but to fluit 
Exceird her pow*r ; the gates wide open flood. 
That with extended wings a banncrM hoft 
Under fprcad cnfigns marching might pafs through 
With horfe and chariots rankM in loofe array } 
So wide they ftood, and like a furnace mouth 
ClUt forth redounding fmokc and ruddy flame. 
Before their eyes in fitddcn view appear 
The fccrets of the hoary deep, a dark 
Illimitable ocean, without bound, 

kbout dimenfion, where length, breadth, and h'^it 
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And timc» and place arc loft } whei-e eldeft Niglit 

And Chaosy anccftors of nature, hold 895 

Eternal anarchy, amidft thff noife 

Of endlelV wars, and by confufion ftand. 

For hot, cold, moiil, and dry, four champions fierce. 

Strive here for maft'ryr and to battel bring 

Their embryon atoms ^ they around the flag 900 

Of each his fa^lion, in their fevcral clans, 

Light-armM or heavy, fharp, fmooth, fwift or (low. 

Swarm populous, un-n\imber\l as the fands 

Of Barca or Cyrene*s torrid foil, 

levied to fide with warring winds, and poife 905 

Their lighter wings. To whom thcfc moft adhere. 

He rules a moment ^ Chaos umpire (its, 

And by deciliou more embroils the fray 

By which he reigns : next him high arbiter 

Chance governs all. Into this wild abyfs, 910 

The womb of natui-e and perhaps her grave. 

Of neither fea, nor ihore, nor air, nor fii-c. 

But all thefe in their pregnant caufcs raixM 

ConfusMly, and which thus mull ever fight| 

Unlefs th' almighty Maker them ordain 915 

His dark materials to create more worlds ) 

Into this wild abyfs the wury Fiend 

Stood on the brink of Hell and look'd a while> 

Pondering his voyage { for no narrow frith 

He )iad to crofs. Nor was his car Icfs peaPd 920 

With noifes loud and ruinous (to compare 

Great things with fmall) than when Bellona ftoims,. 

Witli all her battering engiaa bent to nUe 

. Vol. I. F Some 
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Some capital city' ; or left than if this frame 
Of Heav*n were falling, and thefe elements 
In mutiny had from her axle torn 
The ftedfaft earth. At lad his fail-broad vans 
He fpreads for flight, and in the furging fmoke 
Uplifted fpurns the ground ; thence many a leagui 
As' in a cloudy chair, afcending rides 
Audacious ) but thftt feat foon failing, meets 
A vaft vacuity : all unawares 
Fluttering his pennons vain plumb down he drops 
Ten thoufand fathom deep, and to this hour 
Down had been falling;, had not by ill chance 
The (trong rebuff of fome tumultuous cloud, 
In(lin£l with fire and nitre, hurried him 
As many miles aloft: that fury ttayM, 
QuenchM in a boggy Syiti«, neither fea. 
Nor f;ood dry land : nigh foundcr'd on he fares, 
Treading the crude confiftencc, half on foot, 
Half fly'ing $ behoves him now both oar and fail. 
As when a gryphon through the wildernefs 
Witli winged courfe, o*cr hill or moory dale, 
Purfucs the Arimafpian, who by ftcalth 
Had from his wakeful cuftody purloined 
The guaided gold : So eagerly the Fiend 
O'er bog, or ilecp, through ftrait, rough, denfe, on 
With head, hands, wings, or feet, pnrfues his wa 
And fv/iras, or fmks, or wades, or creeps, or fliei 
'"ngth a univcrfal hubbub wild 

g founds and voices all confus'd, 
dugh the hollow dark^ afTuultt his car 

V 



Bookir. PARADISE LOST. 6r 

With loudcft vehemence t thither he plies» 

Undaunted to n\cct there whatever Power 955 

Or Spirit of the ncthcrmoli abyli 

Might in that notib rciidv*, of whom to a(k 

Which way the ncua'ft coaft of darkncl* lies 

Bonl'ring on light } when lh*uit behold the throne 

Of Chaoty and hh dark pavilion fpiead 960 

Wide on the walU'ful deep ; with him enthroned 

Sat fable-vcitcd Night, cldell of things. 

The confoit of hit i-cign ) and by them i\ood 

Orcus and Ades, and the drcadcil name 

Of Damogorgon ; Rumor next and C-hanco, 965 

And Tumult and Confulion all embroilM, 

And Dilcord with a thouiand vanou.<i mouths. 

T' whom Satan turning bolilly, thui. Yc Powers 

And Spirits of this ncthermoll abyfs, 

Chios and anciimt Night, I come no fpy, 970 

With purpofc to explore or to ditturb 

The fecixta of your realm, but by conllraint 

Wandering this darkfomc dcfert, as my way 

Lies through your fpacious empire up to lights 

Alone, and without guide, halflolt, I feek 975 

What readielt path leads wiiere your gloomy bounds 

Confine with H«av'n ; or if fome other place, 

From your dominion won, th' ethereal king 

Poflcfl'cs lately, thither to arrive 

1 travel this profound ; dirc6l my courfcj 9g> 

Direilcd no mean i-ecompenfc it brings 

To your l>ehoof, if J that re j;ion loit, 

All ufurpation thence expelPd, reduce 

Fa VfT 
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To her original darknefs and your fway 
.(Which is my prefent Journey) and once more 
Ere6l the ilandard there of ancient Night j 
Yours be tb* advantage all, mine the revenge. 
Thus Satan ; and him thus the Anarch old. 
With faltring fpeech and vifage incomposM, 
Anfwer'd. I know thee, ftrangcr, who thou art. 
That mighty leading Angel, who of late 
Made head againft Heav'n''8 king, though overthrov 
1 favv and heard, for fueh a numerous hoft 
Fled not in filcnce through the frighted deep 
With ruin upon ruin, rout on rout, 
Confufion woife confounded} and Heav'n gates 
Pour'd out by millions her viftorious bands 
Purfuing. I upon ray frontiers here 
Keep refidcnce; if all I can will ferve 
That little which is left fo to defend, i 

Kncroach'd on ftill through your inteftin broils 
Wcakning the fcepter of old Night : firft Hell 
Your dungeon ftretching far and wide beneath ; 
Now lately Heav'n and Earth, another world, 
Hung o'er my realm, link'd in a golden chain i 
To that fide Hcav'n from whence your legions fell 
If that way be your walk, you have not far { 
So much the nearer danger ; go and fpeed ; 
Havoc and fpoil and ruin are my gain. 
,. He ceas'd j and Satan ftay'd not to reply, i 

But glad that now his fea (hould find a (horc,. 
With frefli alacrity and force renew'd 
Springs upward like a pyramid of fire 
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Into the wild cxpanfc, and throuj^h the fliock 

Of fighting clemcntty on all fides round 101$' 

Environed wint hi* way j harder bcfet 

And more indangerM, than when Argo iKif^M 

Through Bofponis betwixt the juftling rocks: 

Or when Ulyflet on the larboni HmnnM 

Charybdis, and by th' other whirlpool ftecr*d. loto 

So he with difficalty and labor hard 

MovM on, with difKculty and labor he; 

But he once paft, foon after when man fell, 

Strange alteration ! Sin and Death amain 

Following his track, Aich was the will of Heaven, ^ 

Pav'd after him a broad and bcutcn way 

Over the dark abyfs, whofc boiling gulf 

Tamely indur^d a bridge of wondrous length 

From Hell continued reaching th' utmoft orb 

Of this frail world ; by which the Spi'rits perx'crfe 1050 

With eafy intercourfc pafs to and fro 

To terapt or punilh mortals, except whom ;. 

God and good Angels guard by fpcciul grace. 

But now at lad the facrcd influence 

Of light appears, and from the walls of Heaven 

Shoots far into the bofom of dim Night 

A glimmering dawn j here Nature firft begins 

Her fartheft verge, and Chaos to retire 

As fix>m her outmoft works a broken foe 

With tumult Icfs and with lefs hoflile din, 1040 

That Satan with lefs toil, and now with eafe 

Wafts on the calmer wave by dubious lights 

And like a weather-beaten veffcl holds 

• *' F 3 0!:ully 
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Gladly the port, though Hirouds and tackle torn j 
Or in the emptier wafte, rel'embling air^ 104 

Weighs his i'prcad wingfy at leifurc to behold 
Far off th' empyreal Heaven, extended wide 
In circuit, undetermined fquare or round. 
With opal tovv'rs and battlements adorned 
pf livinj^r faphir» once his native feat j 101 

And fail by hanging in a golden chain 
This pendent world, in bignefs as a ftar 
Of fmallcft magnitude clofe by the moon. 
Thither full fraught with mifchievous revenge, 
AccurtMi and in a curfcd hour he hies. io< 
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THE ARGUMENT. 

God fitting on his throne fees Satan flying towar 
world, then newly created ; (hows him to th* 
who fat at his right hand ; foretcls the fucc 
Satan in perverting mankind j clears his own 
and wifdom from all imputation, having create 
free and able enough to have withftood his tei 
yet declares his purpofc of grace towards him, 
gard he fell not of his own malice, as did Sata 
by him feduced. The Son of God renders pr: 
his Father for the manifeflation of his graciov 
pofe towards Man $ but God again declares, tha 
cannot be extended towards Man without th' 
fa6^ion of divine |uftice; Man hath offend 
majefty of God by afpiring to Godhead, and th 
with all his progeny devoted to death muft di 
lefs fome one can be found lufHcicnt to anfwer 
offenfe, and undergo his punifhment. The 
God freely offers himfclf a ranfome for Man : i 
ther accepts him, ordains his incarnation, pron 
his exaltation above all n:2ines in Heaven and '. 
commands all the Angels to adore him ; the) 
. a<)d hymning, to their harps in full .quire, ce 
the Father and the Son. Mean while Satan : 
upon the bare convex of this world's outermo 
where wandering he firft finds a place, fince 
the Limbo of Vanity j what perfons and thir 
up thither j thence comes to tne gate of Heav< 
fcrib'd afcendine by ftairs, and the waters abc 
firmament that now about it : His palTaee thi 
the orb of the fun ; he finds there Uriel the reg 
that orb, but firft changes himfelf into the fiia 
meaner Angel j and pretending a zealous defire 
hold the new creation, and Man whom Gc 
plac'd here, inquires of him the place of his Y 
tion, and is directed j alights firil on mount Nip] 
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HAIL holy Light, off-spring of Hcav'n firft-born, 
Or of th* Eternal coeternal beam 
May I cxprefs thee' unblamM ? fince God is light, 
And never but in unapproachcd light 
Dwelt from eternity, dwelt then in thee, 5 

Bright effluence of bright effcnce increate. 
Or hcarMtthou rather pure ethereal ftrcam, 
Whofe fountain who fhall tell ? before the fun, 
Before the Hcav'ns thou wcrt, and at the voice 
Of God, as with a mantle didft invcft 10 

The rifmg world of waters dnrk and deep. 
Won from- the void and formlefs infinite. 
Thee I rc-vifit now with bolder wing, 
Efcap'd the Stygian pool, though long detained 
In- that obfcure fojoum, while in my flight 15 

Through utter and through middle darknefd borne 
With other notes than to th' Orphean lyre 
I fung of Chaos and eternal Night, 
Taught by the hcav'nly Mufe to venture down 
The dark defcent, and up to re-afcend, 10 

Though hard and rare t thee I revifit fafe. 
And feci thy fovran vital lamp ; but thou ' 

RcvUu'O: 
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Rcvifit'ft not thefe eyes, that roll in vain 
To find thy piercing ray, and find no dawn ; 
So thick a drop fcrenc hath quenched their orbs, 
Or dim fuffufion veilM. Yet not the more 
Ccafe I to wander, where the Mufes haunt 
Clear fpring, or fhady grove, or funny hill, 
Smit with the love of facred fong ; but chief 
Thee, Sion, and the flowry brooks beneath, 
That w^ thy hallow'd feet, and warbling flow. 
Nightly I vifit : nor fometitnes forget 
Thofc other two cqualM with me in fate. 
So were I equaled with them in renown. 
Blind Thamyds and blind Maeonides, 
And Tirefias and Phineus prophets old : 
Then feed on thoughts, that voluntary move 
Harmonious numbers i as the wakeful bird 
Sings darkling, and in fhadieft covert hid 
Tunes her noflurnal note. Thus with the year 
Seafons return, but not to me returns 
Day, or the fweet approach of cv'n or morn,. 
Or fight of vernal bloom, or fummer's rofe. 
Or flocks, or herds, or human face divine j 
But cloud inflead, and ever-during dark 
Surrounds me, from the chearful ways of men 
Cut off, and for the book of knowledge fair 
Prefented with a univerfal blank 
Of nature's works to me expungM and ras'd, 
4Vud wifdom at one entrance quite fhut out. 
So much the rather thou, celeftial Light, 
Shine inward, and the mind through ail her powei 

Irra< 
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Irradiate, there plant eyet, all mift from thence 

Pur^c and difpcrfc, that I may fre and tell 

Of things invifible to moiial fighr. 55 

Now had th' almighty Father from aborc. 
From the pure cm]>yrcan whci-c he fit ; 
High thronM above all highth, bonl down his rye, 
His own works and th«.*ir works at once to view : 
About him all the Sanctities of Heaven 60 

Stood thick as itars, and from his fight received 
Beatitude pad utterance ; on his right 
The radiant image of his gloiy I'at, 
His only Son ; on earth he f\i{\ beheld 
Our two firft pai-ents, yet the only two ^5 

Of mankind, in the happy garden plac'dt 
Reaping immoital fruits of joy and iove» 
Uninterrupted joy, unrivaled love 
In hlifsful foliiudc ; he then furvcy'd 
HcII and the gulf between, and SuUn there 7^ 

Coaiting the wall of Heaven on this fide Night 
In the dun air fublimo, and ready now 
To Hoop with wearied wings and willing feet 
On the bare outddc of this world, that feem'd 
Firm land imbofom'd, without iirmamentt 75 

Unceitain which, in ocean or in air. 
Him God beholding from his profpc^l highy 
Wherein paft, prcfent, future he beholds. 
Thus to his only Son forcfccing fpakc 

Only begotten Son, fecll thou what rage U 

Tranfports our Advcrfury ? whom no bounds 
Pccfcrib'dj no bari of licHi uor ail the cUaini 

Hcap'd 
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Hcap'd on him there, nor yet the main abyfs 

Wide inten-upt can hold j fo bent he feems 

On defperate revenge, that fhall redound 85 

Upon his own rebellious head. And now 

Through all reftraint broke loofe he wings his way 

Not far off Hcav'n, in the precinfts of light, 

Dircftly towards the new created world, 

And Man there plac'd, with purpofe to affay 90 

If him by force he can deftroy, or worfc. 

By fome falfe guile pervert ; and (hall pervert. 

For Man will heaiken to his glozing lies, 

And eafily tranfgrefs the fole command, 

Sole pledge of his obedience ; So will fall, 95 

He and his faithlefs progeny : Whofe fa\ilt ? 

Whofe but his own ? Ingrate, he had of me 

All he could have ; I made him juft and right. 

Sufficient to have ftood, though free to fall. 

Such I created all th' ethereal Powers 100 

And Spi'rits, both them who ftood and them who failed j 

Freely they ftood who ftood, and fell who fell. 

Not free, what proof could they have giv'n fmcere 

Of true allegiance, conftant faith or love. 

Where only what they needs muft do appeared, 105 

Not what they would ? what praife could tliey receive ? 

What pleafure I from fuch obedience paid. 

When will and reafon (reafon alfo' is choice) 

Ufelefs and vain, of freedom both defpoilM, 

Mtdc pafTive both, had ferv'd neceffity, n^. 

Not me ? They therefore as to right belonged, 

$0 were created, nor can ^uftly' accuie 

Their 
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maker, or their making:, or their fate, 

predcrtination ovcr-nird 

will, difpos'd by abfolute decree 115 

jh foreknowledge i they themfelves deci"ced 

own revolt, not I ; if I foreknew, 
nowledge had no influence on their faulty 
h had no lefs prov'd certain unforeknown. 
thout leaft impuUe or Ihudow' of fute» ia« 

ight by me immutably foirfi-en, 

trcfpafs, authors to thcmlHves in all 
what they judge and what they choofe j for fo 
n*d them free, and free they muik remain, 
:hey inthrall themfelves ; I elfe mvft chtngt 11-5 
r nature, and revoke the high decree 
langeable, eternal, which ordainM 
r fixedom, they thcmlclves ordainM their fall. 
(Tr(l fort by their own fuggeltion fell, 
tempted, Iclf-dcpniv'd j Man fall i, deceived I3« 
\i* other firlk 1 Man thei-cfore (hall find grace, 
other none t in mercy* and jufticf both, 
)ugh Hcav'n and Earth, fo ftial! my glory' cxcel» 
mercy firft and lad Hiall brighteft (hine. 
hut while God fpake, ambrofiol fragrance flird 
Heay'n, and in the bleffed Spi'rita elc£l 
c of new joy ineffable diffus'd i 
>nd compare the Son of God was (ben 
I glorious i in him all his Father flionc 
(lantially exprefsM \ and in his face 140 

ine compoiTion vifibly appeared, 
e without end, and without meafttrt gnicei 

WlxUbk 
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Which uttering thus he to his Father fpakc: 

O Father, gracious was that word which clos'd 
Thy fovran fentcnce, that Man fhould find grace 5 145 
For which both Heav'n and Earth /hall high exfol 
Thy praifes, with th' innumerable found 
Of hymns and facred fongs, wherewith thy throne 
Incompafs'd (hall refound thee ever blcft. 
For fhould Man finally be loft, fhould Man, 155 

Thy creature late fo lov'd, thy youngeft fon, 
Fall circumvented thus by fraud, though join'd 
With his own folly ? that be from thee far, 
That far be from thee. Father, who art judgt 
Of all things made, and judgeft only right* i 5 

Or fhall the Adverfaiy thus obtain • 
His end, and fruftrate thine ? fhall he fulfil 
His malice, and thy goodnefs bring to nought. 
Or proud return, though t© his heavier doom, 
*Yet with revenge accompliilf d, and to Hell 16 

Draw after him the whole race of mankind, 
By him corrupted ? or wilt thou thyfelf 
Abolifh thy creation, and unmake 
For him, what for thy glory thou haft made ? 
So'fhduldr thy goodnefs and thy greatnefs both 16 
Be queftion'd and blafphem'd without defenfe. 

To whom the great Creator thus reply'd. 
O Son, in whom my foul hath chief delight. 
Son of my bofom, Son who art alone 
»My word, my wifdom, and effc6Vual might, 17 

All haft thou fpoken as my thoughts arc, all 
As my eternal purpofe hath decreed,: 

Mf 
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not quite be loft, but favM who will, 
f will in him, but grace in me 
jchrufd; once more I will renew 175 

I powers, thou^rh forfeit ami inthnird 
fuul exorbitant dcfirca ; 

^ inc, yet once more he (hull ftand 

'round againii his mortal foe, 

hirld, that he may know how frail \%% 

condition i», and to me owe 
:livcnuice, and to none but me. 
ivc chofcn of peculiar grace 
vc the rult; fo is my will 1 
hull hear mc call, atid oft be warnM iSr 
ful (late, and to appeafo brtimet 
ilcti Doity, while otFcr'd jjrace 
for I will clear their fenfcs dark, 
y fullice, and foftcn (tony hearti 

repent, and brinj; ol>cdience due. jaq 

;, repentance, and obedience due, * 

l)ut cndcavorM with fincei-c intent, 

(lull not be (low, mine eye not (hut. 

II place within them as a piide 

re f onfciencc, whom if they will hear, 195 
zx light well us*d they (hall attain, 
lie end pt-fUltinf^, llifc arrive, 
long i'utferance and my day of grace 
o neglctil and fcorn, (lull never taftcj 
be hurdcn'd, blind be blinded more, too 
y may ftumble on, and deeper fall j 
c but fuch from m«'cy I otdude. 
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3' it vet ill :s not don*? j Man diiiibevuv, 
Oi (loyal breaks iiis i'e:iity> .uid :uis 
Againl^ the. high uipremacy oi Heaven, loj 

Atfriiing God- head, and io ioiing :iil, 
r.> ixpi'tte his rrcaibn hath nought ictiy 
Rut to dcltnuiion facred and devote^ 
Hp '.virh his whole pollerity mini die> 
pie he or juitice mult j unieik tor iiim «{ 

Srtnr.e other able, and as willin':^, nay 
The rigid iati&taccion, death tor death. 
Say hcav'niy Pow'rs, where ihail we find luch foTC? 
Which of j-e will he mortal to redeem 
Alan's mortal crime, and juil tii' unjuil to lave? u 
T>jvt\\s in all Heaven charity lo dear ? 

He aflcd, but all the hcav'niy quire Aood mute, 
And filcnce was in Heav'n : on Man's behalf 
Patron or intcrccflbr none appear' d. 
Much left that durft upon his own head draw tn 

The deadly forfeiture, and ranlbme let. 
And noiw without redemption all mankind 
Maft have been loA, adjudged to Death and Hell 
By doom fevere, had not the Son of God, 
)n whom the fulnefs dwells of love divine, ti 

If is deareft mediation thus renewed. 

Father, thy word is paft, Man fliall find grace j 
And fh all grace not find means, that finds her way, 
''•^eedieft of thy winged meflen'^ers, 

ill thy creatures, and to nil %y 

prevented, unimplorM, unfought? 
Mani fo coming } he her aid 

Cai 
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vcr fcekf once deaH in (iti§ and loft | 

nrnt for himftlf or oil«ring meet, 

:d tnd undone, hath none to bring i §35 

ine then I me for him, life for life 
, on me let thine anger fall { 
It me Man | I for hit fake will leave 
^fomt and this glory next to thee 
(iUt off, and for him laftly die- 14^ 

leatM ( on me let Death wreck all hit rage | 
bit gloomy pow'r I (hall not long 
iquiAiM f thou ha(t giv*n me to pofTeft 
myfelf for ev*r j by thee I live, 
I now to Death I yield, and am hi« due 145 
t of me can diof yet that debt |Niid, 
vilt not leave me in the loathfome grave 
y, nof Aiffci- my unfpotted foul 
r with corruption there to dwell } 
lall rile vif^oriout, and I'ubdue 150 

u|uiflia', fpoiPd of hit vaunted fpoil i 
\in death's wound Hiall then receivCi and ftoop . 
)U«, of hit mortal lling dil'arm'd. 
fh the wm[Ac air in triumph high ' 
lid Hell captive mnugre HcU, and fliow a 55* 
w*ri of durknefi bouitd. Thou at the fight 

out of Heaven fh:ilt look down and (Vuilc, 
by thrc raluM I ruin all my foet, 
a(l, ami witb hit curcal't glut the gravet 
ith the mtiUitudc of my redeemed 960 

Iter Henv*n lon^ uliCcnt, and return, 

to fee thy face, wherein no cloud • 

I. G Of 
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Of anger (hall nmuDf but peace afliir'd 
And reconcilement ; wrath ihall be no more 
Thenceforth^ but in thy prefcnce joy entire. -all 

His words here ended, but his meek sSpiSk. 
Silent yet fpakc, and breath'd immortal love 
To mortal men, above which only (hone 
Filial obedience : as a facrifice 
Glad to be offerM, he attends the will t) 

Of hie gretft Father. Admiration feis'd 
All Heaven, what this might mean, and whither tt» 
Wond*rin|^} but foon th* Almighty thus reply^d. 

O thou in Heav'n and Earth the only peace 
Found tut for mankind under wrath, O thou s^ 
My fole complacence I well thou know'ft how dear 
To me are ail my works, nor Man the leaft. 
Though laft created ; that for him I fpare 
Thee from my bofom an^'. right hand, to fave. 
By lofmg thee a while, the whole race loft. al 

Thou therefore, whom thou only canft redeem. 
Their nature alfo to thy nature join $ 
And be thyfelf Man among men on earth. 
Made flefh, when time (hall be, of virgin fttd. 
By wondrous birth : be thou in Adam's room %\ 
llie head of all mankind, though Adam^s fon. 
As in him periih all men, fo in thee. 
As from a fecond root, (hall be reftorM 
As many at are reftor'd, without thee none. 
Hit crime makes guilty all his fons ; thy merit .tj 
Imputed (hall abfolve them who renounce 
Their own both righteous and unrighteoui deeds, 

Ai 
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Vnd live in thee tranlplantcd, and from tlice 
Icccivc new life. So M:in, ni in mo{\ juft, 
hall fatiify for Man, be judg'd and die, 19J 

ind dying rife, and r'lCing with him raife 
!is brcthrciiy lanfomM with hit own dcjn' life. 
3 heavenly love fhall outdo hcllifh hate, 
iving to death, and dying to icdtcm, 
) dearly to redeem what hellilli hate 300 

> cafily dedroyM, and dill dcdroyi 
I thofc who, when they muy, accept not grace, 
or fliilt thou, by defcending to afl'umc 
[an*t nature, leHcn or dep-adc thine own. 
scftufe thou haft, though thionM in higheft blif* 
|ual to God, and ciiualiy enjoying 
od-like fruition, quitted all to fave 
world from utter \ol\, and \vAi\ been found 
f merit more than birthright Son of God, 
mnd worthied to be fo by being good, 31a 

ur more than great or high j bccaufe in thee 
>ve hath abounded more than glory' aboundi^ 
hereforc thy humiliation Hull exalt 
^ith thee thy manhood alio to this throne ; 
lit fhalt thou fit incarnate, heix* (halt reign 315 

)th God and Man, Son both of God and Man, 
uointed univeriUl king ; all power 
give thee j i-eign for ever, and affume 
hy merits j under thee as head fupreme 
hrones, Princedoms, Pow'rs, Dominions I reduce { 
.11 knees to thee fliall bow, of them that bide 
I Heav'ni or Eaith, or under Earth in Hell. 

G 1 vnvtt. 
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When thou attended glorioufly from Heaven 
Shalt in the fky appear, and from thee fend 
The fummoning Arch-Angels to proclame jtj 

Thy dread tribunal ; forthwith from all winds 
The living, and forthwith the cited dead 
Of all paft ages, to the general doom 
Shall haften, fuch a peal fhall roufe their fleep. 
Then all thy faints afTembled, thou (halt judge %%9 
Bad men and Angels ; they arraignM fhall (ink 
Beneath thy fentence ; Hell, her numbers full. 
Thenceforth (hall be for ever fliut. Mean while 
The world fhall burn, and from her afhes fpring 
New Heav*n and Eaith, wherein the jufl fhall dwell, 
' And after all their tribulations long 
See golden days, fruitful of golden deeds. 
With joy and love triumphing, and fair truth. 
Then thou thy regal fcepter flialt lay by, 
l^or regal fcepter then no more fliall need,. 540 

(;od fhall be all in all. But all ye Gods, 
Adore him, who to compafs all this dies^ 
Adore the Son, and honor him as me. 

No fooner had th' Almighty ceasM, but aH 
The multitude of Angels, with a fhout 345- 

Loud as from numbers without number, fwett 
As from blcft voices, uttering joy, Hcav'n rung 
With jubilee, and loud Hofanna's fill'd 
Th' eternal regions : lowly reverent 
Tow'ards cither throne they bow, and to the ground 
With folemn adoration down they caft 
Thgii crownp inwove with amanint and gold ; 

Immprtal 
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tal amaranti a flow*r which once 

adife^ faft by the tree of life, 

to bloom ) but foon for man*s oiFenfo 355 

av*n rcmovM, where firft it §crcw, there growti 

ow*n aloft (hading the fuunt of life, 

'here the riv'er of blifs thruiij^h midit of Heaven 

>*er Elyfian flowers her aml>cr ilream} 

hefe that never fade the Spi'riti clefl 360 

leir refplendent locki inwreathM with beams, 

I loofe garlands thick thrown off, the bright 

mt, that like a fea of jafper fhone, 

ded with celeftial i-ofes fmird. 

rownM again, their golden harps they took, 

5ver tun'd, that glittering by their fide 

livers hung, and with preamble fweet 

rming fymphony they introduce 

acred fong, and waken raptures high ) 

;e exempt, no voice but well could join 370 

ous part, fuch concord is in Heaven. 

, Father, firft they fung Omnipotent, 

ible. Immortal, InAnite, 

King ) thee Author of all beings 

n of light, thyfelf invifible 375 

the glorious brightncls where thou fit*ft 

1 inacceiTible, but when thou fhad'ft 

1 blaze of thy beams, and through a cloud 

round about thee like a radiant Hirine, 

ith excelTive bright thy flcirts appear^ 380 

le Heav'n, tliat brightest Seraphim 

;h nott but with both wings veil theic cyct. 

G 3 Thc« 
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Thee next they fsng of all creation Mt, 

Begotten Son, Divine Similitude, 

In whofe confpicuout countenance, without cloud* 

Made vifible, th* almighty Father fliinea , 

Whom elfc no crenture can behold ; on thee 

Imprcfs'd th* effulgence of hit glory' abidet , 

TransfusM on thee his ample Spirit refts. 

He Heav*n of Heavens and all the Powers thereta 3 

By thee created, and by thee drew down 

Th' afpiring Dominations : thou that day 

Thy Father's dreadful thunder didft not fpare» 

Nor ftop thy flaming chariot wheels, that (hook 

Heav*n*s everlafting frame, while o'er the ncckt 3 

Thou drov'ft of warring Angels difarray'd* 

Back from purfuit thy Pow'rs with loud acclame 

Thee only' extoll'd, Son of thy Father's might, 

To execute fierce vengeance on his foes, 

Not fo on Man : Him through their malice faU*n, 4 

Father of mercy' and grace, thou didft not doom 

So ftriiUy, but much more to pity' incline 1 

No fooncr di<l thy dear and only Son 

Perceive thee purposed not to doom frail Man 

So {lri£lly, but much more to pity' inclin'd, 4 

He to appcafc thy wrath, and end the ftrifc 

Of mercy' and jufticc in thy face difcern'd) 

Regardlcfs of the blifs wherein he fat 

Second to thee, offer'd himfelf to die 

For Man's ofFcnfe. O unexampled love, 4 

Love no where to be found Icfs than Divine t 

Hail Son of God, Saviour of Men» thy name 

.8h 
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the copiout matter of my fong 
th, and never (hall my harp thy praift 
nor from thy Father's praife ditioin. 415 

they in Heav*n, above the ftarry f^^herey 
ppy hours in joy and hymning fpent. 
lile upon the Hrm opacous globe 
lund worl<l» whofe ftrft conwx divides 
inous inferior orbs inclosM 4aa 

aos and th* inroad of Darkneft old* 
r\hted walks 1 a globe far oflf 
» now fecms a boundlefs continent 
;iAe, and wild, under the frown of Night 
xpObM, and ever-threatning ftomu 4*^ 

I bluft'ring round, inclement fky) 
hat fido which fi*om the wall of Heaveni 
clKhint far, ibmc fmall reflection gains 
lering air \tC» vcx^d with tcmpeft loud 1 
kM tJie Fiend nt large in fpacious lieid. 439 
a vultur on Imaus bred, 
inwy ridge the roving Tartar boundti 
ig from a nigion fcarec of prey 
i the flcfh of lamhs or yeanling kids 
wh«re flocks ai'e fB<i, flies tow*ard the i^mgt 
en or liydalpcs Indian flreams ) 
s way lights on the barren plains 
ma, where Chinefes drive 
\% and wHid their cany waggons Hghf 1 
s wiiwly fea of land, the Fiend 44* 

ii|> and down aloncs bent on his preyi 
or other cneature in this pjaoe 

G 4 Living 



St PARADISE LOST. BookllL 

Living or lifelefs to be found was none; 

None yety but ftore hereafter from the earth 

yp hither like aereal vapors flew ..445 

Of all things tranfitory* and vain, when fin 

With vanity had fllPd the works of men; 

Both all things vain, and all who in vain things 

Built their fond hopes of glory* or lafting fame. 

Or happinefs in this or th* other life ; 450 

All who h^Vfr their reward on earth, the fruits 

Of painful fuperftition and blind zeal. 

Nought feeking but thepraife of men, here find 

Fit retribution, empty as their deeds ; 

All th* unaccompli/hM works of Nature's harid, 455 

Abortive, monftrous, or unkindly mix*d, 

DiflfolvM on earth, fleet hither, and in vain. 

Till final diflblution, wander here, 

Not in the neighboring moon, as fome have drcam'd; 

Thofe argent fields more likely habit^mts, 460 

Tranflated Saints, or middle Spirits hold 

Betwixt th* angelical and human kind. 

Hither of ill-join'd fons and daughters born 

Firft from the ancient world thofe giants came 

With many a vain exploit, though then renowned x 

The builders next of Babel on the plain » 

Of Sennaar, and fHll with vain defign 

New Babels, had they wherewithal, would. build: 

Others came fingle ; he who to be deem*d 

4^ God, leapM fondly into ^tna flames, 47« 

Empedocles ; and he who to enjoy 

Plato'f Elyfiumj JeapM into the fcz, 

Cleombrotus 
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(Meombrotiifl j and mnny more too lon^fi 

Embryo*a and idiotn, eremites and friert 

White, black, and gray, with all their trumpery. 

Merc pilgrims roam, that ilrayM fo far to fctk 

In Golgotha him dead, who lives in Heaven ) 

And they who, to be Aire of Pnradifcy 

Joying put on the weeds of Dominic, 

Qi in Francifcan think to pufs dilgaitM | 4S« 

They pafs the planets frv'n, and pafs the fixM, 

And that cryftallin fphcvr whole balance weight 

The trepidation talk d, and thnt firft mov*d ) 

Ami now Saint Peter at neav*ii's wicket fccmi 

To wait thrm with his keys, itnd now at foof 4S5 

Of Heav'n's ufcent they lift their feet, when lo 

A violent crofs wind from either coaft 

Blows them tranfvcrfe ten thoufand leagues awry 

Into the devious air; then mi(;ht ye fee 

(fo^ls, hoodb, and habits with their wearers toft 490 

And fluttered into rags, thi n rclitiues, beadsf 

Indulgences, difpenfcs, paidons, bullsi 

The fport of winds t all thefc upwhirPd aloft 

Fly o>r the backfidc of the world far off 

libto a Limbo' large and broad, lincc calPd 495 

The Paradifcbf Fools, to few nnknown 

Long after, nowr unpeopled, and untrod. 

All thii dark globo the Fiend found as he paftM, 

And long he wander*d, till at lad a gleam 

Of dawning light turn'd thithcr*ward in hafte 500 

His travelM ftcps 1 far diitant he defcrici 

Afcending by degrees magnificent 
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Up to the wall of Ileav'n a ftruAurc high ) 

At top whcrci>fy but f^r ittorc rich tippcai'^ii 

'J'he work ai of a kin{;ly palncc fcittc. 

With frontifpircc of diumond nncl gold 

KmbelliOi'di thick with I'parkliiiK orioiit (;cm» 

The portal Ihonc, inimitable on cailh 

})y moilcl, ur by fliadinj; pencil dr;iwn. 

'('h« liairi were iuch n» whvrcon Jacob faw 

AngcU arccntliii[( aud dclcciulirifr, bauds 

Of gxmrdiana bright, whun he from Kfau ficd 

To Pad:in-Aram, in the firld of Liu 

Dreaming by night unitrr the open iky, 

And waking cryM, Thiu iH the gate of 1 leaven. 

Each ftair myitcriouny was nicant, nor (io<xl 

There alwuyHy but drawn np to Mcav'n fomctimet 

Vicwlcfhj and uiulcrrncath ;i bright fi:a flow'd 

Ofjafpcr, or of liquid pr;»rl, whnr<ui 

Who after tame from earth, failiij|^ aniv'd 

Wuftfd by An^rhj or flew o'rr thi: lake 

Kapt in a ch:iri(it drawn by fiery itccda. 

The ftairn were thfin Irt down, whcthcj- to dare 

The Kiend by ojify' aftcnt, or aygiavati: 

liir. fad cxclufum from the doom oi' blifu : 

Dirc6V n^rainli which o()cnM from bencathy 

Jufi o*cr the blifKful feat of Paradiiv, 

A paHa^e dow^ to th' hliirth, a p:ifl'ajct wide, 

Wider by f.ir tiian that of after- timc« 

Over mount Sion, and, though th.it wen: lar^;^, 

Over the Promia'd Lan I to i/od fo <lrar. 

By which, to vifit oft i\wi^ luppy. tubc% 
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On high behtftt hit Angels to and fro 

PafsM fi*equeat» Mad his eye with choice rfgai*d 

Fnom Paneas the fount of Jordan^ flood 535 

To Beerikiba» where the Holy Land 

Borders on Egypt and th* Arabian Hiore j 

So wide the opening foemM, whci-c bounds were fct 

To daiJ^aeTs, fuoli as bound the ocean wave. 

Satan from hence, now on the lower (lair s^m 

That fcal^d by fteps of gold to Heaven gate. 

Looks down with wonder at the luddcn view 

Of all this world at once. As when a fcout 

Through dark and defert wayH with peril gone 

AJI night, at laft by break of chearful dawn 545 

Obtains the brow of fome high-climbing hill, 

Which to his eye difcovcrs unaware 

The goodly profpefl of fome foreign land 

Firft feen, or ibaie rcnown'd metropolis 

With glift*nng fpircs and pinnacles adornM 55© 

Which now the nling fun gilds with his beams t 

Such wonder feis*d, though after Heaven feen. 

The Spi'rit malign, but much more envy feisM, 

At fight of all this world beheld fo fair. 

Round he furvcys (and well might, whera he ftood 

So high above the circling canopy 

Of night's extended fh:idc) from caftem point 

Of Libra to the fleecy Itar that bcara 

Andromeda far off Atlantic fcas 

Beyond th* horizon } then from pole to pole $$% 

He views in breadth, and without longer paufe 

Down right into tlit world's &xft rogimi throws 

Hit 
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His flight precipitant, and winds with eafe 

Through the pure marble air hit oblique way 

Aniongft innumerable ftars, that (hone 56J 

Stars didant, but nigh hand feera'd other worlds ; 

Or other worlds they feemM, or happy iles. 

Like thofe Hefperian gardens famM of old. 

Fortunate fields, and groves, and flow'ry valet. 

Thrice happy ilcs, but who dwelt happy there 57* 

He ftayM not to inquire : above them all 

The golden fun in fplendor likeft Heaven 

Allur'd liis eye : thither his courfc he bendt 

Through- the calm firmament, (but up or down, 

By center, or eccentric, hard to tell, 57^ 

Or longitude,) whei-e the great luminary 

Aloof the vulgar conftellations thick, 

That from his lordly eye keep diftance due, 

Dirpcnfes light from far 5 they as they move 

T^eir Ibrry dance in numbers that compute 580 

Days months and years, tow'ards his all-chearing lamp 

Turn fwift theii- various motions, or are tum'd 

By his magnetic beam, that gently warms 

The univerfe, and to each inward part 

With; gentle penetration, though unfcen> 585 

Shoots invifible virtue ev'n to the deep j 

So wondroufly was fet his flation bright. 

There lands the Fiend, a fpot like which pcrhapt 

Aftronomcr in the fun's lucent orb 

Through his glaz'-d optic tube yet never faw. 590 

The place he found beyond expreffion bright. 

Compared with ought on earth, metal or (tone ; 

Not 
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Not all parts like, but all alike tsfbrm^d 

With radiant light, as glowing ir*on with firej 

If metal, part CetnCd gold, part iilrcr clear j 595 

If (tone, carbuncle moft or chryfolite. 

Ruby or topaz, to the twelve that (hone 

In Aaron's breaft-plate, and a ftone befides . 

ImaginM rather oft than elfewhere fecn. 

That ftone,. or like to that, which here below 600 

Philofopbers in vain fo long have fought. 

In vain, though by their powerful art they bind 

Volatil Hemxes, and call up unbound 

In various (hapes old Proteus from the (ea, 

DrainM through a limbec to his native form- 605 

What wonder then if fields and regions here 

Breathe forth Elixir pure, and rivers run 

potable gold, when with one virtuous touch 

Th' arch-chemic fun, fo far from us remote. 

Produces, with ten-eftnal humor mix'd, 619- 

Here in the dark fo many precious things 

Qf color glorious, and eflFc^ fo rare ? 

Here matter new to gaze the Devil met 

Undazled) far and wide his eye commands | 

For fight >no obftacle found here, nor fliade, (15 

But all fun-(hine^ as when his beams at noon 

Culminate from th' equator, as they now 

Shot upward ftill dire£l, whence no way round 

Shadow from body opaque can fall ; and th' air 

No where fo clear, (harpen'd his vifual ray £ao 

To objects diftant far, whereby he fobn 

^>w within ktfn a glorious Angil ftittitf,' 
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The fame whom John faw alio in the fun : 

His back was turnM, but not hit brightneft hid j 

Of beaming funny rays a golden tiar 6»5 

Circled his head, nor lefs his locks behind 

lUuihrious on his ihoulders fledge with wings 

Lay waving round ; on foAe great charge employed 

He feemMy or fix*d in cogitation deep. 

OlJBul was the 8pi*rit impure, as now in hope ^30 

To find who might direfl his wand*ring flight 

To Paradife the happy feat of Man, 

His joumey^s end and our beginning woe. 

But firft he cafb to change his proper fliape. 

Which elfe might work him-danger or delay t 635 

And now a fhipling Cherub he appears. 

Not of the prime, yet fuch as in his face 

Youth fmiPd celeflial, and to every limb 

Suitable grace difTus'd, fo well he feign'd : 

Under a coronet his flowing hair 64V 

In curls on either cheek play'd 5 wings he wore 

Of many a colored plume fprinkled with gold. 

His habit fit for fpeed fuccinfV, and held 

Before his decent fleps a filver wand. 

He drew not nigh unheard ; the Angel bright, 6^ 

Ere he drew nigh, his radiant vifage tum'd, 

Admonifh'd by his ear, and (farait was known 

Th' Arch- Angel Uriel, one of the feven 

Who in God's prefence, nearefl to his throne. 

Stand ready at command, and are his eyes €50 

That run through all the Heavens, or down to th^ Earth 

Bear his fwift errands over moiil and dry, 

O'et 
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0>r Tea and land : him Satan thus accofts. 

Uriel, for thou of thofe feven Spt'rits that ftand 
In fight of God's high throne, gloriouHy bright^ 65^5 
The firft art wont his gi-eat authentic will 
Interpreter through higheft Heaven to bring. 
Where all his |pns thy embaffy attend j 
And here art likelieft by fupreme decree 
Like honor to obtain, and as his eye ^C# 

To vifit oft this new creation rounds 
Unfpeakable defu^ to fee, and know 
All thefe his wondrous works, but chiefly Man, 
His chief delight and favor, him for whom 
All thefe his works ib wondrous he ordainM, 665 

Hath brought me from the quires of Cherubim 
Alone thus wandering. Brighteft Seraph, tell 
In which of all thefe (hinin^ orbs hath Man 
His fixed feat, or fixed feat hath none, 
But all thefe fhining orbs his choice to dwell j 670 
That I may find him, and with feeret gaze 
Or open admiration him behold, 
On whom the great Creator hath beflowM 
Worlds, and on whom hath all thefe graces pourM} 
That both in hiiki and all things, as is lUMt, 6f^ 

The univerfal Maker w« may praii^; 
Who juiUy hath driven out his rebel fbe» 
To deepeil Hell, and to repair that lof$ 
Created this new happy i-ace of Men 
To fcrvc him better: wife are all his ways. 6S9 

So fpakc the falfc diflembler unperceiv'd j 
For neither Man pior AUgtl can Mtwa 

Hypociify^ 
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Hypocrify, the only* evil that walkt 

Invifible, except to God alone, 

■By hit permiiiive. will, through Heav'n and Eanh 

And oft, though wiidom wake, fuCptcion fleeps 

At wifdon^^s gate,- and to fimplidty 

Refigns her charge, while goodnefs thinks na ill 

Where no ill fcemt : Which now for once beguir* 

ll^l, though regent- of the fun, and held 

The (harpeft-fi^hted SpiVit of all in Heaven j 

Who to the fraudulent impolior foul 

In hit updghtneft anfwer.thui returnM. 

Fair Angel, thy defirc, which tends to know 
Thf works of God, thereby to glorify 
The great Work-mafler, leads to no excefs 
That reaches blame, but rather merits praife 
The more it fcems cxccfs, that led thee hither 
From thy empyreal manfion thus alone^ 
To witnefs with thine eyes what fome perhaps 
Contented with report hcsu* only' in Heaven : . 
For wonderful indeed are all his works, 
PIcafant to know, and worthieft to be all 
Ha^ in remembrance always with delight } , 
"li^t. what created mind can comprehend 
Their number, or the wifdom infinite . 
That brought ^cm forth, but hid their caufes dee] 
I faw when at hi^ word the formlefs roai*s, 
This world's mnterial mold, came to a heap ; 
Canfufiun heard his voice, and wild uproar 
Stood nil'd, ftood vaft int.nitude confined; 
Till at liis fecond bidding darknefs . fl(;d» . 

Li 
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Light (hone, and order from diforder fprung t 

Swift to their fcvtral quai'ten halted then 

The cumbrous elements, earth, flood, air, fire j 715 

And this ethei-eal quintelTence of Heaven 

Flew upward, fpinted with vai'ious forms, 

That roird orbicular, and turn'd to liars 

Numberlefs, as thou feeft, and how they move ; 

Each had his place appointed, each his courle | 710 

The red in circuit walls this univerfe. 

Look downward on that globe, whole hither fide 

With light from hence, though but reflc^lcd, ihincs j 

That place is Earth the ieat of Man, that light 

His day, which elfe as th' other hcmifphei'c 715 

Night would invade ; but there the neighboring moon 

(So call that oppofite fair liar) her aid 

Timely* interpofes, and her monthly round 

Still ending, ftill renewing, through mid Heaven, 

With borrowM light her countenance triform 730 

Hence fills and empties to inlighten th* Earth} 

And in hei* pale dominion checks the night. 

That fpot to which I point is Paradife, 

Adam's abode, thofe lofty (liades his bower. 

Thy way thou canft not mifs, me mine requii'es. 735 

Thus faid, he turned i and Satan bowing loW} 
As to fuperior Spi'rits is wont in Heaven* 
Where honor due and reverence none negle6l8» 
Took leave, and tow'ard the coaft of eacth beneath* 
Down from th* ecliptic, fped with hopM fuccefs, 740 
Throws his deep flight in many an aery wheel* 
Nor ftayM, till on Niphates' top he lights. 
THB SND OP THE THIRD BOOK. 
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THE ARGUMENT. 

Satan now in profpe^l of Eden, and nigh the place 
where he muft now attempt the bold enterprife which 
he undertook alone againft God and Man, falls into 
many doubts with himfelf, and many paflions, fiear, 
envy, and defpair; but at length connrmt himfelf in 
evil, journeys on to Paradife whofe outward profpeft 
and (ituation is defcribed, overleaps the bounds, fiu 
in the (hape of a cormorant oiv the tree of life, u 
higheft in the garden, to look about him. The 
garden defcribM ; Satan^sfirftfishtof Adam and Eve; 
his wonder at tl^eir excellent rorm and happy ftate, 
but with roToliition to work their fall; overhears 
their difcourfe, thence gathers that the ti-ee of know- 
ledge was forbidden them to eat of, under penalty of 
death ; and thereon intends to found his temptation 
by reducing them to tmnfgrers : then leaves them a 
while, to know further of their ftate by fome other 
means. Mean while Uriel defcending on a funbeam 
warns Gabriel, who had in charge the gate of Para- 
dife, that fome evil Spirit had efcapM the deep, and 
pafs'd at noon by his fphere in the fliape of a good 
An^el down to Paradife, difcovered after by his 
furious geftures in the mount. Gabriel promiies to 
find him ere morning. Night coming on, Adam 
and Eve difcourfe of going to their reft : their bower 
defcribM ; their evening worftiip. Gabriel drawioff 
forth his bands of night-watch to walk the round ot 
Paradife, appoints two ftrong Angels to Adani*i 
bower, left the evil Spirit ftiould be there doing fome 
harm to Adam or Eve deeping ; there they find hiffl 
at the ear of Eve, tempting her in a dream, and brinf 
him, though unwilling, to Gabriel ; by whom quei- 
lionM, he fcornfully anfwers, prepares refiftance, but 
hindered by a fign trom Heaven, flies out of Pari- 
^ie. 
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OFor that warning Yoice, which he who faw 
Th* Apocalyps heard cry in Heav*n aloud. 
Then when the Dragon, put to fccond rout. 
Came furious down to be revenged on men, 
Wki U th* inbabitants on eartb I that now, 
While time was, our firft parents had been wamM 
The coming of their fecrct foe, and fcapM, 
Haply fo fcapM his mortal fnare i for now 
Satan, now firft inflamM with rage, came down. 
The tempter ere th* accufcr of man-kind, 
'tt wreck on innocent frail man his lofs 
bf that firfl battel, and his flight to Hell t 
Vet not rejoicing in his fpeed, though bold 
Far off and fearlcis, nor with caufe to boaft. 
Begins his dire attempt, which nigh the birth 
ikiw rolling boils in his tumultuous bretft. 
And like a devili/h engin back recoils 
Upon himftlf \ horror and doubt diftra£^ 
His troubled thoughts, and from the bottom i 
The Hell within him ) for within him 
lU brings, and round about him, nor 
One ftcp no more than from himfclf cu 
Hj 



lOft PARADlSfi LOST. Book 

By change of place : now confcience wakei defpair 
That (lumbcrM, wakes the bitter memory 
Of whit he wan, what h, and what miifl be 
Worfcj of worfc deedi worfc ftiffcrings muft enfu< 
Somelimcfi tow'nrdn Eden, which now in hit view 
Lay plcafant, His grievM look he fixes fad ; 
Sometimes low'ards Heav'n and the full -blazing ft 
Which now fat high in his meridian tower : 
Then much revolving, thus in fighs began. 

O thou that with fui-palFing glory crown' J, 
Look*ft from thy folc dominion like the God 
Of this new world j at whofc fight all the ftars 
Hide their diminiHiM heads j to ihec T call, 
But with no friendly voice, and add thy name 

Sun, to fell tlicc how I hate thy beams, 
That bring, to my remembrance from what ftate 

1 fell, how gloiious once above thy fphcrc 5 
Till prldp and worfir ambition threw mc down 
Warring in Heav'n againft Heaven's niatchlefs kin 
Ah wherefore ! he dcfcrvM no fuch return 

From me, whom he created what I was 
In that bright eminence, and with his good 
Upbraided nonej nor was his fcrvicc hard. 
What could be Icfs than to afford him praife. 
The eafieft recomponfe, and pay him thanks. 
How due! yet all his good prov'd ill in mc. 
And wrought but nwlicej lifted up fo high 
I fdcind fubjedlion, and thought one ilep higher 
Would fet mc hig'licft, and in a moment 4uit 
The debt immenfe of cndlefs gratitude, 
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So burdenfome ftill pftyiNgf ftiil to owe» 

Forgetful what from him I itill receiv^df 

^nd underftood not thnt a griteful mind 55 

By owing owct not, but dill puyn, at once 

Indebted and difcharg'd ; what buitien tlttn f 

O had his powerful deftiny ordainM 

Me fome infenor An{);el, I had ftood 

Then hap^y ) no unbounded hope had raisM 60 

Ambition. Yet why not? fome other Power 

As great might have afpirM, and mc though mean 

Drawn to his part j but other Pow'rs as great 

Fell not, bnt ftand unfhakcn, from within 

Or from without, to all temptations arm'd. ^5 

lladft thou the fame free will and pow'r to ftand f 

Thou hadtt 1 whom haft thou then or what t' accufc. 

But Heav'n^s fi-ec love dealt equally to all f 

Be then his love accursM, fmce love or hate. 

To mc alike, it deals eternal woe. 70 

Nay cursM be thou j fincc againft his thy will 

Chofe freely what it now fo juftly nics. 

Me mifcrable I which way iliall I fly 

Infinite wrath, and infinite dcfpatr? 

Which way 1 fly is Hell j myfelf am Hell j 75 

And in the lowctt deep a lower deep 

Still threatning to devour mc opens wide. 

To which the Hell I fufFcr feems a Heaven. 

O then at laft relent i is there no place 

Left for rcp'jntance, none for paitlon left ? S(| 

None left hut by fubmiflion j and thnt word 

Diidain forbids me,, and my dread of ftiame 

H 4 Among 
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Among the SpiVitt beneath, whom I feducM 
With other pronifbt and other vaunts 
Than to fubmitf boafting I could Aibdue 
Th* Omnipotent. Ay me, they little know 
H4>w dearly I abide that boaft fo vain^ 
Under what tonncntt inwardly I groani 
While they adure me on the throne of Uclh 
With diadem and fccpter high advanc*d» 
The lower dill I falli only fupreme 
In mifery ^ fuch joy ambition findi. 
But fay I could rcpenti and could obtain 
By a6( of grace my former itate ) how Toon 
Would highth recall high thoughts, how foon un 
What feignM fubmi/Tion fwore f cafe would recai 
Vowfl made in pain, ai violent and void. 
For never can true reconcilement i;row, 
WhriT wound* of deadly hate have pirrcM Co deep 
Which would hut lead inc to a wori'c iclapfc 
And heavier full : fu fliould I purcliul'c dear 
Short intcrmifTion bought with double fniart. 
'J'htH known my puniHicr) therefore »» far 
From (granting he, at I from begging |>racet 
Ail ho])c excluded thui, behold in ftead 
of uH otit-ca((, exilM, hit new delight. 
Mankind created, and for him this world. 
So farcwcl hope, and with ho))e farcwel fear, 
I 'arrwtl ninorfc i all good to me it lo(i } 
Ibvil b(! thou my good \ by thee at Icali 
Divided rmpitc with Heav*n't king I hold, 
By thee, and more than half |Krliapi will reign ) 
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As Man ere loa^» wmd tlut arw woM ik^U l»tm . 

Thus ¥ilul« he ljpake» adi psftcm diami'd h»% tint ; 
Thrice changed with pftle« ire, rr.TT« ud do^Aii , sis 
Which marrM his bwrofw^d riijurr, and bnni\*d 
Him counteff?it» if anr err be^li. 
For heav^nW minds from fuch diAcinpcrs fcml 
Are e^-er clear. Whereof he foon iwair. 
Sach perturbation fmooth'd with outward calm, i >• 
Artificer of fraud ; and was the hril 
That praAisM falihood under faintly (how. 
Deep malice to conceal, couchM with revenge i 
Yet not enough had praAisM to deceive 
Uriel once warnM $ whofe eye purfued him dofwn 1 1 5 
The ¥ray he went, and on th* Aflyrian mount 
Saw him disfigurM, more than could befall 
Spirit of happy fort : his geAures fierce 
He marked and mad demeanour, then alone, 
As he fupposM, all unohfervM, unfren. 1 \» 

So on he fares, and to the bortler cuniet 
Of Eden, where delicious Paradife, 
Now nearer, crowns with her incloliire green, 
As with a rural mound, the chumpaign head 
Of a fteep wildemefs, whofe hairy (ides iji 

With thicket overgrown, grottcfquo and wlldi 
Accefs deny*d | and over head up grew 
Infuperable highth of loftieft (hade. 
Cedar, and pine, and fir, and hruniliing palnif 
A fylvan icene, and as the r»nks afcrnd 1, 

Shade above (hade, a woo<ty theatre 
Of itatclicft view. Yet higher thftii 
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The rtri'rmit wbII of Pandifr up fynmg t 
Which to otir gencrml (ire g»v« profptft lugb 
Ipito hit netbei* empire neighb^riof round. s^f 

And higher than that wall a circling row 
Of goodlieft trees loaden with faireft frutt» 
Bloflbmfl and fruita at once of golden lnie« 
AppearMy with gay enamelM colors mix'd t 
On which the fun more glad impref»*d hie beams i|0 
I'han in fair evening cloudy or humid bow,. 
When God hatb /how*r*d the earth | fo lorely Aem'd 
That landflup t And of pure new purer aiv 
Meets his approach, and to the heart inrpirca , 
Vernal delight and joy, able to drive 155 

All fadnefs but defpain new gentle gales 
Tanning their odoriferous wings difpenie 
Native perfumes, and whifper wlience tliey dole 
'Jliofc balmy fpoils. As when to them who fail 
Beyond the Cape of Hope, and now are paft i^o 

Mozambic, off at Tea north-eaft winds blow 
S:il>c:in odors from the fpicy fhore 
Of Araby the bleft ; with fuch delay 
Weil pleased they (lack their courfe, and many a leagv 
Chear'd with the grateful fmell old Ocean fmiles: i( 
So cntcrtainM thofe odorous fweets the Fiend 
Who came iheir banc, though with them better plea* 
Than Afmodeus with the fi(hy fume 
1'hat drove him, though enamoured, from the fpou 
Of Tubit's fon^ and with a vengeance fcnt 
From Media poft to Egypt, there faft bound. 
Now to th* afcent of that (Iccp favage hill 
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Satan had jonnity^d on, peniiTc and (low; 
But further way ftmnd none, lb thick iiitwin*d. 
As one cofitintKd brake, the un dci y .iu wt l i 171 

Of (hrubs and tangling' bufties had pcrplex*d 
All path of man or beaft that paft'd that way: 
One gate there only was, and that looked eaft 
On th^ other iide: which when th* arrh-felon {aw. 
Due entrance* he diidainM, and in coBtempt, it# 

At one (light bound high over ]eap*d all bound 
Of hill or higheft wall, and ihcer withia 
Lights on his feet. As whan a prowling wolf. 
Whom hunger drnrcs to feek new hjunt for prey. 
Watching where fliepherds pen their flocka at r\'e rt5 
In hurdled cotes anrid the field fccure. 
Leaps •'er the foice with eaie into the fold : 
Or as a thief bent to unhord the ca(h 
Of Ibme rich bnrgher, whole fubftantial doort 9 
•Crofs-barrM and bolted faft, fear no aflault, 190 

In at the wfndow climbs, or o'er the tiles : 
So clomb this firft grand thief into 6od*s Md | 
So fince into his chnrch lewd hireling* climb. 
Thence tip he flew, and on the tree of iifc^ 
The middle trte and higheft there that grtw, tf% 

Sat like a oormorant ; yet not trtie lii« 
Thereby a^in'd» but fat derifing death 
To them who livM j- nor on the virtve thought 
Of that Iffergiving .plant, hot only usM 
.Kor profpe£^, what well osMhad been the pledge aoo 
Of imnnortnlity. * So little knows 
Any, U«l«9od«ki9Ky to v^ve righc 
..;.. Tiia 
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The good before hiiBt bat penrertf beft tbiiigi 

Toworfttbufe^ or to their meaneft life. 

Beneath him with new wonder now he iriew» M^ 

To all delight of human fenfe expoa*d 

In narrow room Nature^t whole wealth, yet tnorey 

A HeaT*n on Earth t for bliftfal Paradife 

Of God the garden wan, by him in th* eaft , 

Of Eden planted | Eden ftretch*d her line ti» 

From Anran eaftward to the royal towen 

Of great Seleucia, built by Grecian kingf , 

Or where the font of Eden long before 

Dwelt in Tcladari in this pleaiknt ibii 

Uift far more pleafant garden God ordatn*d | ti 5 

Out of the fertil ground he csHi»*d to grow 

All treea of nobleft kind for fight, fmell, tafte ; 

And all amid them ftood the tree of life» 

High eminent, blooming ambrofial fruit 

Of vegetable gold ( and next to life, t%a- 

Our death the tree of knowledge grew faft by. 

Knowledge of good bought dear by knowing ilL 

Southward through Eden went a river large, 

Nor changed hit couric, but through the ftkaggy hill 

VttGl*d underneath ingulfd ) for God haii thrown 115 

That mountain aa hit garden mold high raia*d 

Upon the rapid current, which through veina 

Of poroiit earth with kindly thirft up drawn, 

Rofe a frefli fountain, and with many a rill 

Watered the garden $ thence united fell e^o 

Down the fteep glade, and met the nether floods 

Which from hit darkfome pafiage now ^fnf, 

And 
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Anil now divided into four main ftrcami* 

Hunt divtrlf , ¥ramrrtng many a famous rtalm 

And country, whereof here need* no account | t]| 

But rather to tell how, if Art could lelli 

How from that faphir fount the crifped brooktv 

Boiling on orient pearl and lands of goldi 

With masy error under pendent flia<tea 

Ban nci\ar, vifiting each plant, and fed 14a 

FlowVa, worthy* of Huradife, which not nice Art 

In beds and curiou* knutt, but Nature boon 

PourM foith prufuie on hill and dale and plain, 

Both where tbe morning fun fir(l waimly l^note 

The open field, and where the unpirrcM fhade 145 

InhixiwnM the noontide bow*rfl 1 'I hut wa« this place 

A happy nuul feat of variou* view | 

lirovcv whole rich trert wrpt odorous gumt and balm, 

Othcm whofe fruit burnlfUM with golden rind 

Rung amiable, Hcf)>en4n fublet true, 150 

If true, here only*, and of delicious tafle 1 

Betwixt them lawns, or level downs, and llocka 

G rasing the tender herb, were interpos*d. 

Or palmy hilloc ) or the flow*ry lap 

Of lunie iniguous valley fpread her Aore, t j| 

Flowers of all hue* and without thorn tht rol^i 

Another fide, umbrageous grots and cavtt 

Of cool recefs, o*er which the mantling vine 

Lays fuith her purple gra|)e, and gently creep! 

Luxuriant 1 mean while murmuring waters fall ilo 

Down the flope hills, dif|)ers*d, or in a lake. 

That to tht fringtd bank with myrtle crown*4 

list 
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Her cryftal mirror hol<U, unite Umut ftveamt. 

The binlt tbeir qiiin apf ly | ak»i venial airt> 

^yq^thing tbe fmeil of field. and grwn, attune 

The trembling leavsesi whi|(e ttniveri4l Pan 

Knit with thiD Graces and the Houra-in dance 

Led on th' eternal fpring. Not that fait field 

Of Enna, where Pi^o^f i-pin gathering flowera, 

KesTelf a fairer flow'r by gloomy Dia 

Wat gathered, which coil Ccrea all that.pain 

To feek her through the world ; nor that.fweet gro 

Of Daphne by Orontes^ and th* infpifd 

Caftalian fpring,. might with this Paradifa- 

Qf ^den ftrive ^ nor that Nyfeian ile 

Girt with the river Triton^ where oU Cham» 

Whom Gentiles Amnion call and Libyan Jovc». 

Hid Amaltbea and her florid fou 

Young Bacchus from his ftepdame Rhea^s eye, 

^ox where AbaAin kings their ifTue guard, 

Mount Amara, though this by fome fuppos'd 

True Paradife under the Ethiop line 

By Nilus heady inclosM with fhining rock> 

A whole day's journey high, but wide remote 

F^qm this Aflyrian garden, where the Fiend 

Smw uncUlighted all delight, all kind 

Of living creatui'es new to fight and ftrangc* 

Two of far nobler ftiapc ere£l and tall. 

Godlike ere£l:, with native honor clad 

Jg naked majefty feemM lords of all. 

And worthy (cem'd ; for in their looks divine, 

The image of th^ glorious Maker ihone, 

Ti 
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Truth > wifiloB, laadti««lic fic««fm «Mi vnn^. 

(Severe but in tnw liUil A"t«n|iinr w.uf't', 

Whence true auth«rtiy ui mim . •nnt^rn mift ^ . ^ 

Not equal, as their f n n^vr ^tv^u *wrn < , 

For contemplatTon hv vni n^nr {•'--r-n- -t,. 

For foftneif ftie aii<? t'-wi?!* ifsr-kr -i-: rrwrr^ 

He for God only, fc^ rV C»s»i -.i ti.Tr 

His fair lai^ frcnt an/J v-n. ^'^:^^.:raT 6urr.ir < ;,t!* 

Abfolute rule ; acJ Vtt.<":*..> v.*rii.» 

Kound from hfv parr-.ii f;r^i wr.i. t:^,uv: » v.v.r^ 

Cluftring, but net ^-.z.n-.b \i> f^a,.>\..t^'r> \r-3if.t i 

She as a veil dawn -li r':^. I'^-jdtr »tjplt 

Her unadorned ^!'l«.n irr^iff* wv;t *;| 

J)ifhcvc.1*d, but in wirVvC ::«j.'.t*> wrt'i 

As the vine curU her t^r.i-.l*, yy^.-cV -rprj^'i 

Subjc^lion, but r:';jM'i'"l w 'i ^xf\K fw^y. 

And by her yielded, by r.-r'-. br*^ rivtv ,*, 

YieUled with coy fubnuint^r, i%^«irit {;:,ix, }io 

And fwect reUiRant amorvri* deby. 

Nor thofc myiieriou» parti wr/e then coareaI*d| 

Then W2S not guilty fhamea djihunrll fliamc 

Of nature's works, honor diftionorable, 

Sin-bredy how ha^*e ye troubled ail mankiod 515 

With Oiows inftcad, mere ftiuws of fccming pure. 

And bani(h*d from man's life his happieft life. 

Simplicity and fpotlefs innocence ! 

So pafsM they naked on, nor fhunnM the fight 

Of God or Angel, for they thought no ill 1 31^ 

So hand in hand they {lafsM, the lovrlicil pair 

That ever fincc in love's embraces metj 

Ad 
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AfUm the goodlicft man of men fmce born 

llin fonty the faircft of her dattghtert Eve. 

JJndcr a ttift of (hade that on a green %t$ 

Stood whifp^ring foft, by a frefli fountain fidt 

'I 'hey fat them down ) and after no more toil 

Of their i'wcet gardening labor than AifEc^d 

"J'o recommend cool Zephyr, and made eaA 

Alorc eafyi wholfome thirft and appetite jjo 

More grateful, to their Aipper frutu they fell* 

Nc£l:irin fruits which the compliant bought 

Yielded them, fide-long as they fat recline 

On the foft downy bank damaflcM with floweri i 

Tlie favory pulp they chew, and in the rind 33J 

Ktiil at they thirftcd fcoop the brimming ftream s 

Nor gentle puipofe, nor endearing fmilct 

Wanted, nor youthful dalliance ai befecmt 

Vii'ir couple, linlcM in happy nuptial league, 

Alone at they. About them frilking playM 34^ 

All luafti of th* earth, fmce wild, and of all chaie 

111 wood or wildernefii, forcft or den| 

S}Mjrting the lion ramp'd, and in his paw 

J)an(lled the kidi bears, tigers, ounces, pards, 

(ianiboPd before them j tlr unwieldy elepbanl 341 

To make them mirth usM all his might, and wreath'd 

His lithe probofcisj clofc the ferpent Hy 

Inlinujting, wove with Gordian twine 

flih breaded train, and of his fatal guile 

i;:ivc proof unheeded ) others on the graft %§o 

VoucUW, and now fiird with pafture gasing fat» 

Oi bcdward ruminating) for the fun 

DtclitCd 
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4 ibr ttt this ample worUI, 

and of his good 
^asinlinitcs 415 

II the dult and pUc*d us here 

S| vrho at his hand 

ed» nor can pertorro 

tath need, he who requires 

■nrice than to keep 410 

charge, of all the trees 

iC.dtlicious fruit 

lafte that only tree 

ited by the tiec of life $ 

I. to life, whatever death is, 4s 5 
j^fno doubt $ for well thou know'lt 

"4 it death to talto that tree, 

Bicbedience left 

nt of pow'r and rule 

piid dominion given 430 

djres that poflcfs 
1^ Then let u& not think hard 
^, who enjoy 

i all things elfe, and choice 

Id delights: 435 

1 hiin, and tfxtul 

Eg our delightful VaOc 

)ing plants, and tend tbcfc flowers, 
oe, yet with thre wnc fwect, 
( replyM. O thou for whom 440. 

^as foi mM flc(h of thy ficfh, 

Ym to no end, my guid« 

I 2 Ami 
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And fend forth all her kings ^ there will be roooif 

Not like thefc narrow limits^ to receive 

Vour numerous offspring $ if no better place^ it$ 

Thank him who putt me loath to this revenge 

On you who wrong me not for him who wrongM. 

And ihould I at your harmlefs innocence 

Melt, as I do> yet public reafon juft, 

^onor and empire with revenge inlarg'd» 390 

By conquering this new world, compels me now 

To do what elfe though danmM I fliould abhor. 

So fp^ke the Fiend, and with neceiTityy 
The tyrant's plea, excusM his dcyilifli deeds. 
Then from, his lofty (land on that high tree 395 

Down he alights among the fportful herd 
Of thqfe four-footed kinds, himfelf now one. 
Now other, as their fhape iervM beft his end 
Nearer to view his prey, and unefpy*d. 
To mark what of their ftate he more might learn 400 
By word or aftion niark'd : about them round 
A liun now he ftalks with fiery glare } 
Then as a tiger, who by chance hath fpy'd 
In fomc purlieu two gentle fawns at play, 
^trait couches clofe, then rifmg. changes oft 405 

His couchant watch, as one who chofe his ground. 
Whence rufhing he might fureft feife them both 
CJrip'd in each paw : when Adam firft of men 
To firft of women Eve thus moving fpeech. 
Turned him all ear to hear new utterance flow. 410. 

Sole partner, and fole part,, of all thefe joys. 
Dearer th}'felf than ajl. j needs muft the. Power 

That 
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That made uty and for ut this ample world. 

Be infinitely good, and of hit good 

As liberal and free as infinite $. 4x5 

That i*ais\i us from the dult and piac'd us here 

In all this happincfs, who at hit hand 

Have nothing merited, nor can perform 

Ought whereof he hath need, he who requires 

From us no other fervice than to keep 410 

This one, this eai'y charge, of all the trees 

In Pai*adife that bear delicious fi*uit 

So vai'ious, not to talU that only tree 

Of knowledge, planted by the tiec of life j 

So neai* grows death to life, whatever death is* 4*5 

Some di'cadful thing no doubt { for well thou know*lt 

God hxth pronouncM it death to talte that tree, 

The only fign of our obedience left 

Among fo !uany figns of pow*r and rule 

ConferrM u|K>n U&, and dominion given 430 

Over all other ci*caturcs that poflcrs 

Earth, air, and lea. Then let us not think hard 

One eafy prohibition, who enjoy 

Fi-ce leave fo large to all things elfe, and choice 

Unlimited of n^anifold delights : 435 

But let us ever praife him, and extol 

His bounty, following our delightful taHc 

To prune thcfe growing plants, and tend thcfe flowers, 

Which were it toilfomc, yet with thee were fwcct. 

^To whom thus Eve reply *d. O thou for whom 440 « 
, And fmm whom I was formM flefti of thy flcih. 
And without whom am to no end, my guide 

I a And 
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And heady what thou haft-faid ii juft and right. 

For we to him indeed all praifes owe. 

And daily thanks ; I chiefly who enjoy 4 

So far the happier lot, enjoying thee 

Praecmincnt by fo much odds, while thou 

Like confort to thyfeif canft no where find. 

That day I oft remember, when from flcep 

I firft awakM, and found myfelf reposM 4 

Under a (hade on flowers, much wondering where 

And what I was, whence thither brought and how. 

Not dillant far from thence a murmuring found 

Of waters iflued from a cave, and fpread 

Into a liquid plain, then ftood unmov*d 4 

Pure as th* expanfe of -Heaven } I thithei* went 

With unexperienced thought, and laid me down 

On the green bank, to look into the clear 

Smooth lake, that to me feemM another (ky. 

As I bent down to look, juft oppofite 4^ 

A fhape within the watry gleam appeared, 

Bending to look on me : I ftarted back, 

It ftarted back $ but pleasM I foon retumM ; 

PleasM it returnM as foon with anfwVing looki 

Of fympathy and love : there I had fixM ^ 

Mine eyes till now, and plnM with vain defire, 

Had not a voice thus wam'd me. What thou fecft| 

What thei-e thou fceft, fair Creature, is thyfeif j 

With thee it came and goes : but follow me, 

And I will bring thee where no ftiadow ftays 47 

Thy coming, and thy foft embraces, he 

Whofc image thou art ^ him thou Aalt enjoy 

Jnfeparabl 
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Infeparably thine, to him (halt bear 

Multitudes like thylelf, and thence be calPd 

Mother of human race. What could I dO| 475 

But follow Itrait, invifibly thus led P 

Till I cfpyM thce» fair indeed and talU 

Under a platan ; )-et methought Icfs fair, 

Lefs winning foft, lef$ amiably mild, 

Than that fmooth watry image : back I tui-nM j 4S0 

Thou following cry'dit aloud. Return fair Eve, 

Whom fly'ft thou } whom thou fly'ft, of him thou art. 

His fleik, his bone $ to give thee beting 1 lent 

Out of my iide to thre, neareft my heart 

Subttantial life, to have thee by my ftdc 485 

Henceforth an individual folacc dear ; 

Part of my foul I feck thee, and thee clamc 

My other half 5 with that thy gentle hand 

SeisM mine ; I yielded, and from that time fee 

How beauty is cxccllM by manly grace 490 

And wifdom, which alone is truly fair. 

So fpake oUr general mother, and with eyot 
Of conjugal attra^Uon unrepi-ov*d, 
And meek furrender, half embracing leanM 
Op our lirft father ^ half her fwelling breaft 495 

Naked met his under the flowing gold 
Of her loofe treflcs hid i he in delight 
Both of her beauty and fubmifllve charroi 
Smird with fuperior love, as Jupiter 
On Juno fmiles, when he impregns the cloudi 500 
That (lied May flowVs j and prcfs'd her matron lip 
With kilVes gurc : alide the Devil turh*d 

I 3 For 
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For envy, yet with jealous leer malign 

EyM them aflcance, and to himfelf thus plained. 

■ Sight hateful, fight tormenting ! thus thefetwo 5 
ImparadisM in one another's arms. 
The happier Eden, (hall enjoy their fill 
Of hlii's on blifs j while I to Hell am thnift, ' 
Where neither joy nor love, but fierce dcfirc. 
Among our otlier torments not the leaft, 5 

Still unfulfiliM with pain of longing pines. 
Yet let me not forget what I have gainM 
From theirown mouths 1 all is not theirs it feenis | 
One fatal tree there ftands of knowledge calPd, 
Rol*bidden them to tafte t Knowledge forbidden ? 5 
Sufpicious, reafonlefs. Why (hould their Lord 
Envy them that ? can it be fm to know ? 
Can it be death ? and do they only (land 
By ignorance ? ic thatithcir happy ftatc, 
The proof of their obedience and their faith ? 5 

O fair foundation laid whereon to build 
Their ruin t Hence I will excite their minds 
With more dcfirc to know, and to rejcft 
Envious commands, invented with dcfign 
To' keep them low whom knowledge might exalt 5 
Equal with Gods : afpirmg to be fuch 
They tafte and die t whatiikdier can enfue ? 
But firft with narrow fearch I muft walk round 
This garden, and no comer leave unfpyM ; 
A chance but chance may lead where I may meet 5 
Some wandering SpiVit of Heav'n by fountain iide. 
Or in thick fliade rdtir*d, from him to draw 

Wh 
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What further would be leamM. Live while you miy. 

Yet happy pair $ enjoy, till I retum» 

SluMt plearures» for long woe^ are to fucceed. 535 

So faying, his proud ftep he fcornful t\irn*d, 
But with ily circumfpe^lion, and bop^an 
Through wood,through waftc,o'cr hill, o'er dale, hit roam. 
Mean while m utmoft longitude, where Heaven 
With earth and ocean meets, the fctting fun 54« 

Slowly defcended, and with right afpeft 
Againli the eafiem gate of Paradife 
Leveird his evening i*ays : it was a rock 
Of alabofter, piPd up to the clouds, 
ObiWpicuous far, winding with one afcent 54.5 

Accefliblc from earth, one entrance high $ 
The reft was craggy cliflf, that overhung 
Still as it rofe, impoflPible to climb. 
Betwixt thefe rocky pillars Gabriel fat, 
Chief of th* angelic guards, awaiting night i 550 

About him exercised heroic games 
Th* unarmed youth of Heav'n, but nigh at hand 
Celeftial armoury, Ihields, helms, and fpear«, 
Hung high with diamond flaming, and with gold. 
Tkidier came Uriel, gliding through the even 555 
On a fun beam, fwift as a (hooting ftar 
In autumn thwarts the night, when vapors fir^d 
Imprefs the air, and (hows the manner 
From what point of his compafs to beware 
Impetuous winds : he thus began in hade. 5^ 

Gabriel, to thee thy courfe by lot hath given 
Charge and ftiid watcb» that to this happy place 

I 4 N« 
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No evil thing approach or enter in. 

This day at highth of noon came to my fphere 

A Spirit, zealouBy as.he fcem'd» to know, 565 

More uf th* Almighty's works, and chiefly Mtn, 

Goii's latcft image 1 I defcribM hie way 

fcnt all on fpeed, and mark'd his aery gatej 

But in the mount that lies from Eden north. 

Where he firft lighted, foon difcem'd hit looks 57^ 

Alien from Heav'ni with pailions foul obfcur'd t 

Mine eye purfued him ftill, but under ihade 

Loft fight of him I one of the baniih'd crew, 

I fear, hath ventured from the deep, to raiie 

New troubles ) him thy care muft be to find. 575 • 

To whom the winged warrior thus returned. 
Uiici, no wonder if thy perfc£l fight, 
Amid the fun's bright circle where thou fitft, 
Sec far and wide 1 in ul this }2;atc none pafs 
The vigilance here plac'd, but fuch as come 5I0 

Well known from Ilvav'n) and fiiicc meridian hour 
No creature thence : if Spi'rit of other fort, 
So minded, have o'cr-leap'd thcfe earthy boundi 
On purpoftf, hard tliou know'ft it to exclude 
S})irituiil fubftance with corporeal bar. 5S5 

Ktit if within the circuit of thefe walks. 
In whutfocver fliape he lurk, of whom 
Thou tcirrt, by morrow dawning I fliall know. 

So proniis'd he^ and Uriel to his charge 
RcturuM on that bright beam, whofe point now rais'd 
Koi'c )iim Hope downward to the fun now fall'n 
Vencailr th' Azores $ whether the prime orb, 
, . Incredible 
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lible how fwift, had thither roird 
al, cr thia lefs volubil earth, 
orter flight to tir euft» had left him there 595 
'ing with reflected purple* and gold 
louds that on his wcllcrn throne attend, 
came fti U e vening on, and twilight gray 
n her fobcr livery all things clad ) 
e accompanied j for beaft and bird, 6oo> 

to their gralTy couch, thefe to their neft« 
(lunky all but the wakeful nightingale j 
X night long her amorous defcant fung ; 
e was pleas'd i now glow'd the firmament 
living faphirs t Hefperus, that led 605 

larry hod, rode brightctli till the moon 
f in clouded majeliy, at length 
rent queen unvcilM her peerlefs light, 
>*cr the (lai'k her filver mantle threw, 
len Adam thus to Eve. Fair Confort, th* hour - 
jht, and all things now retirM to reft 
us of like repofe, fmce God hath let 
' and reft, as day and night to men 
(live $ and the timely dew of deep 
falling with foft flumbrous weight inclines 615' 
ye-liiis t other creatures all day long 
idle unemployed, and lefs need reft j 
hath his daily Mfork of body* or mind 
inted, which declares his dignity, 
Ehc regard of Heaven on all his ways } 6i4 

e other animals una6live range, 
of their doings God takes no itcconnt. 
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To-morrow ere freih morning ftreak the eaft 
With firft approach of light* we muft be rifen. 
Aid at our pleafant labor, to reform 6ii 

Yon flow'ry arbors, yonder alkyt green* 
Our walk at noon* with branches overgrown. 
That mock our fcant manuring* and require 
More hands than ours to lop their wanton growth : 
Thofe bloflfoms alfo* and thofe dropping gums* 630 
That lie beftrown unfighdy and unfmooth* 
Aflc riddance* if we mean to tread with eale ; 
Mean while* as Nature wills* night bids us reft. 

To whom thus Eve with perfeA beauty^ adom*d. 
My Author and Difpofer* what thou hiift 635 

Unargued I obey s fo God ordains j 
God is thy law* thou mine : to know nojnore 
Is woman's happieft knowledge and her praife. 
With thee converfing I forget all time j 
All feaibns and their change* all plcafe alike. 64* 
Sweet is the breath of mom, her rifmg fweet* 
With charm of earlieft birds ; pleafant the fun. 
When firft on this delightful land he fpreadi 
His orient beams, on herb* tree* fruit* and flower* 
GUftVing with dew j fragrant the fertil earth 645 

After foft (bowers 5 and fweet the coming on 
Of grateful evening mild ^ then filent night 
With this her folemn bird* and this fair moon* 
And thefe the gems of Heaven* her ftarry train t 
J^ut. neither breath of mom* when (he afcends 650 
With charm of eai'licft birds j nor rifmg fun 
On this delightful land} nor herb, fruit, flower, 

Glift'riiq 
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Glift'ring with <!ew ; nor fragnnce iftcr Ihowcn : 

Nor grateful erening miM ; nor lUeiit ni^ht 

With this her rulemn h'ml, nor wutk by mikjn. 4 55 

Or glittering tinr- light withotit thee ii iWeer. 

But whei-efbre all night long fhinc rhel'^ ' fur whi;in 

Thi« glonotts fight, when tieep harh thut all ey«4 ' 

To whom our general anceltor rrp'v'il. 
PMghtcr of God and Man, sccomplithM Eve, 6<« 
Thcfc have their couric to finifh nmnd the earth. 
By inon-ow erening, nnd Fixim lin-l ro land 
In onlcr, thout;h tn narionA ytt u;il)orn, 
Miniftring light piT|Mr'i!, th-'y fet nid rile j 
(.eft total darkncfs fhouM by nu^ht r:^n i6$ 

Her ol«l )>oi1rfnnn, and extinpjifh llf* 
In nature and .ill thin^, which thcic fofc firet 
Not only* inlightcn, hut with kin lly heat 
Of rariout influent-p tVmcnt and warm. 
Temper or nourifh, or in p;ut (lied down €70 

Their ftellar virtue on all kindN fh.it grow 
On earth, made hereby apter to receive 
Pcrfe^Uon from the fun's more potent ray. 
The(c then, though unhihcld in deep of night, 
Sttinc not in vain { nor think, though nun were none^ 
That Hcav*n would want fpe^latort, God want praifc s 
Millioni of fpiritual creature* walk the earth 
Unfccn, both when we wake, and when wc Aecp i 
All thefe with ceafelefs praife hit works behold 
Bi th day and night : how often from the deep 6fa 
Of echoing hill or thicket have we heard 
Celellial voices to the midnight airj 

$ole» 
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J»ole, or refponfive each to othen note^ 

Singing thetr great Creator f oft in bandt 

While they keep watch» or nightly rounding: wAlk t^$ 

With heavenly touch of inftrumental (ovndi 

In full harmonic number joinM, their ibogi 

Divide the night, and lift our tiioughtt to Heaven. • 

Thut talking hand in hand alone thty pftfeM 
On to their blifvful bow*r } it was a pla«t 690' 

Choi*n by the fovran Planter, when he fram*d 
All things to Man's delightful ufe 1 the roof 
Of thickeft covert was inwoven fhade 
Laurel and myrtle, and what higher grew 
Of firm and fragrant leaf on either fide 695 

Acanthus, and each odorous budiy ftirub 
Fcnc'd up the verdant wall $ each beauteous flower, 
Iris all hues, rofvs, and jcnTuiniii, 
KcarM high their flouri Ord Iieuds between, and wrought 
Mofaic} underfoot the viulct, 700 

Crocus, and hyacinth, with rich inlay 
i)roidcr'd the ground, more colored than with- Aone 
Of coftlicfl emblem : other creature here, 
Bead, bird, infc£t, or worm, durft enter none, 
Such WAS their awu of Man. In Hvadier bower 705 
More facred and fcqucitcrM, though but fcign*d» 
Pan or Sylvanus never (lept, nor Nymph, 
Nor Faunus haunted. Here in clofe recefs 
With flowers, garlands, and fwcet-fmelling herbs 
K^poufcd Eve dcckM firil her nuptial bed, 71* 

And hcav'nly quires the hymensan Aing, 
What day the genial Angel to our fire 

Brought 
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Brought her in naked beauty more idornM, 

More lovely than Pandora, whom the Oo<lt 

KiulowM with all their gifts, and O too like 715 

In fad event, when to th' unwifer Ton 

Of Japhet brought by Hermet, (he infnarM 

Mankind with her fair looks, to he aveng'd 

On him who had ftole Jove*t authentic fire. 

Thus at their (hady lodge arrivM, both (tood, 7x0 
Both turn*d, and under open <ky adorM 
The God that made both Iky, air, earth, and heaven, 
Which they beheld, the moon's rrfplcndent globe, 
And (tarry |)ole 1 I'hou alfo mad'ft the night, 
Maker omniptent, and thou the day, 715 

Which we in our appointed work employM 
Have finiihM, happy in our mutual help 
And mutual love, the crown of all our blifa 
Ordain'd by thec« and this delicious place 
For us too large, where thy ab\mdance wantt 730^^ 
Partaken^ and uncropt falU to the ground. 
But thou halt promis'd from ut two a race 
To fill the earth, who fliall with us extol 
Thy goodneft infinite, both when we wake, 
And when we fcek, at now, thy gift of deep. 7 ] 5 

This faid uninimoua, and other rtiet 
Obferving none, but adoration pure 
Which God likes beft, into their inmoft bower 
Handed they went \ and eas'd the putting off 
Tchfift troublefome dii'guifct which we wear, 7419 

Strait lide by fide were laid ) nor tum*d I ween 
Adam fiom hit fsiir fpouic, nor Eve the rites 

Mydcriout 
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Myfterious of connubial love refused : . 

Whatever hypocrites aufterely talk. 

Of purity, and place and. innocence^ ^^ 

Defaming as impure what God declares- 

Pure, and commands to fome, leaves free to all. 

Our Maker bidsincreafe j who bids abftain 

But our Deftroyer, foe to God and Man ? 

Hail wedded Love, myftcrious law, tnic fource 750 

Of human offspring,, folc propriety. 

In Paradife of ail things common elfe. 

By thee adulterous luft was driv'n from men ^ 

Among the beftial herds to range j by thee 

Founded in reafon, loyal, juft, and.pure,. 755. 

Relations dear, and all the charities^ 

Of father, fon, and brother, firft were known. 

Far be' it, that I fliould write thee fia of bUmc, 

Or think thee unbefitting holieft place, 

5(erpetualibuntain of domtftic fweets 760 

Whofe bed is undefil'd and chafte pronounc'd, 

Prefent, or i>aft, as faints and. patiiarchs us'd.. 

Here love his golden fhafts employs, here lights 

His conftant lamp, and waves his pui*ple wings. 

Reigns here and revels^ not in the bought fmilc 765. 

Of harlots, lovelefs, joylefs, unindeai*'d, 

Cafual fruition j nor in court amours, 

Mix'd dance, or wanton raalk, or mpidnight ball, 

Or ferenate, which the ftarv'd lover fings 

'5o his proud fair, beft quitted with difdain. 770. 

Thefe luird by nightingales embracing flept, 

And on their naked limbs the flow'ry roof 

. Showed 
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Show*rd rofes, y^hich the morn rcpuirM. Sloep on, 

Bleft pair j and O yet happicft, if ye feck 

No happitr ftatc, and know to know no more. 775 

Now had night meafurM with her fhadowy cone 
Halfway up hill this vait fublunar vault, 
And from their ivoi^ port the Cherubim 
Forth iifuing at th' accuftom'd hour ttood armM 
To their night watches in warlike i>anide, 7S0 

When Gabriel to his next in pow'r thus ipake* 

Uxziel, half thefe draw off, and coaft the fouth 
With liridUll watch i thel'c other wheel the norths 
Our circuit meets full well. As flume they part, 
JIaif wheeling to the dueld, half to the f|>ear. 785. 

From thefe, two ttrong and I'ubtle Spi'rils he calPd 
That near him (tood, and gave them thus in charge. 

Ithuricl and Zephon, with wingM fpccd 
Search through this gulden, leave unleurchM no nook ^ 
But chiefly where thole two fair creatures lodge, 790 
Now laid perhaps aflccp fccurc of liarm. 
This evening from the fun's decline arriv'd. 
Who tells of fome infernal Spirit feeu 
Hitherward bent (who could have thought ?} efcap'd 
The bars of Hell, on errand bad no doubt 1 7^5 

$uch where ye flnd» fcife fait, and hither bring. 

So faying, on he led his ra^Uant files, 
Dazlihg tl^e moon j thefe to the bow'r dire£l 
In fearch of whom they fought : him there they found 
S(^uat like a toad, clofe at the ear of Eve, Soo 

Affaying by his devilifh art to i-each 
The organs of her fiAncy', and with thcxxi forge 

Jilufioni 
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lUufioni at he lift, phantafmi and dreamiy 

Or 'i(, infpiring veaom, he might taint 

Th* animal fpiritt that from pure blood arife tos 

Like gentle breaths from rivers pure, thence raife 

At leaft diftemper'dy difcontented thought!. 

Vain hopes, vain aims, inordinate defiret. 

Blown up with high conceits ingendring pride. 

tiim thus intent Ithuriel with his fpear 8i# 

TouchM lightly { for no falfliood can indure 

Touch of ceieftial temper, but returns 

Of force to its own likenefs t up he ftarts 

Difcover'd and furprisM. As when a fpark 

Lights on a heap of nitrous powder, laid 815 

Fit for the tun fome magazine to Ikon 

Again ft a nimor'd war, the fmutty grain 

With fudden blaze diffused inflames the air t 

So fiarted up in his own (hapc the Fiend. 

Back ftept thofe two fnir Angels half amazed ttb 

So fudden to behold the grifly king j 

Yet thus, unmovM with fear, accoft him foon. 

Which of thofe rebel Spi'rits adjudg'd to Hell 
Com*ft thou, efcapM thy prifon ? and transform^, 
Why fatft thou like an enemy in wait, SzJ 

Here watching at the head of thefe that fleep ? 

Know ye not then, faid Satan fiird with fcom» 
Know yc not mc ? ye knew me once no mate 
For you, there fitting where yc durft not foar » 
Not to know me argues yourfelves unknown, 830 
The loweft of your throng ; or if ye know, 
Why afk ye, and fuperfluous begin 

Your 
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(Ttge, like to end at much in vain f 

torn thut Zephon, anfw'ring fcom with fcorn. 

ot, revolted SpiVit, thy (hapc the fame, S35 

tiiniftiM brightneU to \>t known, 

I thou ftood^lt in Heaven upright and pure i 

>ry then, when thou no more waft go^xl, 

I from thee' ( and thou rcfVmbIcl( now 

and place of doom obfcuir and foul. t^% 

e, for thou, he fui-e, flialt give account 

who fcnt us, whofe charge \t to keep 

ICC inviolable, and thefe from hAnu. 

ke the Chenib ; and his grave rebuke, 

\ youthful beauty, addeil grace S45 

»lc i abaOrd the Devil ftooil, 

t how awful goodnefs is, and faw 

in her (hapc how lovely j faw, and pin\l 

J but chiefly to find hrre obfci-v'd 

X viubly impair'dj yet fccm'd ifio 

ted. If I mult contend, faid he, 

\\ the bell, the fender not the lent, 

t once; more glory will be won, 

l^c lolK Thy fear, laid Zophon bold, 

/c uft trial what the Icalt can do S55 

gain ft thee wicked, and thence weak. 

*'iend I'eplyM not, overcome with rage { 

e a provul ftccd rein\), vftni haughty on^ 

ng his iron curb 1 to ftrive or Hy 

it vain J awe from above had quelPd ft6o 

It, not elfc difmayM. Now drew they tiigh 
Item point, where thole half-rounding guartls 

I. K Jult 
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Juft met, and clofing iiood in fquadron joined, 
Awaiting next command. To whom tUdr chief 
Gabriel from the front thus call'd aloud. S^5 

O friends, I hear the tread of nimble feet 
Hailing this way, and now by glimpfe diiccrn 
Ithuriel and Zephon through the (hade, 
And with them comes a third of regal port. 
But faded fplendor wan ; who by his gate S70 

And fierce demeanour fcems the prince of Hell» 
Not likely to part hence without conteit $ 
Stand Arm, for in his look defiance lours* 

He fcarcc had ended, when thofc two approach *d, 
And brief related whom they brought, where found. 
How buficd, in what form and pofture couchM. 

To whom with iitm regard thus Gabriel (pake. 
Why haft thou, Satan, broke the bounds prefcrib'd 
To thy tranfgrcflions, and difturb'd the charge 
Of others, who approve not to tranfgrcfs 88a 

By thy example, but have pow'r and right 
To qucftion thy bold entrance on this place j 
Employed it i'ecms to violate (Icep, and thofe 
Whofe dwelling God hath planted here in blifs ? 

To whom thus Satan with contemptuous brow. 885 
Gabriel, thou hadll in Heav'n th' eftccm of wife. 
And fuch I held thee ; but this queftion afk'd 
Puts me in doubt. Lives there who loves his pain ? 
Who would not, finding way, bfcak loofc from Hell, 
Though thither doom'd? Thou wouldft thylelf, no 
And boldly venture to whatever place [doubt, 

Farthclt from pain, where thou might' ft hope to change 

Torment 
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:r, an^i to tVipf ■li'i p\?r':*:'Mrnt. 
y thou Itill, f»rr!\ttnpii;v»iM, i»l! th»' *v".ith. 
thou iiK'un'lt Ky ri\irt'^» nr.-*-! iJ»v rtii^lil 
K1, anil iVanri^ th.a wa'.Kvn l».u-k to MtiH, 

tauj^ht thtc yet no luru-i, that n.i |*»ii\ 91 ^ 

iial an[;i'i- infiniti* )ivom>i.\I. 

iCrctorc thou alonr* wlicirt'.nv with thiv 

lot all ilcJl hi-oko Iiuil'i*? Ih p.nii to ihf*iu 

in, Icfs to he flril > or thou than ih.y 

,n\y to iii(iurc> com :i ••vims Chiif, 914 

i( in fli;.;ht rmm ))iin, ha.lli fhoii lilUiljjM 

il'.iVittJ hort thii caul* of flijjhr, 

K i 'Ihoii 
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Thou furely hadft not come fole fugitive. 

To which the Fiend thus anfwerM frowning ftern. 
Not that I left indure, or ihrink from pain, 91s 

Infulting Angel ; well thou know*ft I ftood 
Thy fierce^, when in battel to thy aid 
The blafting volicd thunder made all fpeed. 
And fecondod thy elfe not dreaded fpear. ' 
But ftill thy wordi at random , as before, 930 

Argue thy inexperience what behoves 
Vrom hard aiTayt and ill fuccefles pail 
A faithinil leader, not to hazard all 
Through ways of danger by himfelf untry'd s 
I therefore, I alone firft undertook 93; 

To wing the defolate abyfs, and fpy 
This new created world, whereof in Hell 
Fame is not filent, here in hope to find 
liettcr abode, and my alHi^ed Powers 
To fettle here on earth, or in mid airj ^40 

Though for pofledion put to try once more 
What thou and thy gay legions dare againft; 
Whofc eaiicr bufmefs were to ferve their Lord 
High up in Heav*n, with fongs to hymn his throne, 
And pra£lis'd diftances to cringe, not fight. 94; 

To whom the warrior Angel foon reply'd. 
To fay and ftrait unfay, pretending firfi 
Wife to fly pain, profelfing next the fpy, 
Arjrucs no leader hut a liar trac'd, 
Salnn, and couldll thou faithful add? O name, 950 
O faci'v-d name of faithfulnefs profan'd I 
railiiful to whom ? to thy rebellious crew ? 

Army 
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ny of Fiends, fit body to fit liead, 
s this }'our difcipline and faith engaged, 
ir military obedience, to diflblve 955 

sgiance to th* acknowledged Power fupreme } 
i tliou, lly hypocrite, who now wouldft leem 
x>n of liberty, who more than thou 
e fawned, and cring'd, and fervily adM**d 
v^n^s awful monarch ? wherefore but in hope 96» 
difpoflefs him, and thyfelf to reign f 
mark what I arrced thee now, Avant ) 
thither whence thou fledft : if from this hour 
:hin thefe hallowM limits thou appear, 
k to th' infernal pit I drag thee chainM, 965 

1 feal thee fo, as henceforth not to fcom . 
: facil gates of Hell too (lightly barr^d^ 
3 threatened he ) but Satan to no threats 
e heed, but waxing more in rage reply*d. 
hen when I am thy captive talk of chains, 970 
id limitary Cherub, but ere then 
heavier load thyfelf ex|>e6k to feel 
n my prevailing arm, though Hea\'en's king 
; on tliy wings, and thou with thy compeers, 
I to the yoke, draw'ft his triumphant wheels 975 
rogrcfs through the road of Ucav'n llar-pav'd. 
^hile thus he fpake, th' angelic fquadron bright 
nM fiery red, iharp'ning in mooned homt 
ir phalanx, and began to hem him round 
h ported fpears, as thick as ^hen a field 9t« 

>res ripe for liarveil waving bends 
bearded grove of ears, which way the wind 

K 3 Swaya 
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Sways them ; the careful piowman doubting fbddt, 
Left on tho threihirtg floor hit hopefii] (heayctf 
Prave chaff. On toother (ide Satan aiann*d ^ 

Colleahig all his might dilated ftood» 
Like Teneriff or Atlas unremov'd: 
His ftature rcachM the flcy, and on his creft 
Sat horror plumM ; nor wanted in his grafp 
What ftem^d both fpear and fiiield : now dreadful deeJs 
Might have enfu'd, nor only Paradife 
In this commotion, but the ftarry cope 
Of HeaT*n perhaps, or all the elements 
At leaft had gone to wrack, difturb*d and torn 
With violence of this conflift, had not foon 9^5 

Th' Eternal to prevent fuch horrid- fray 
Hung forth in Heav'n his golden fcales, yet feen 
Betwixt Aftrea and the Scorpion fign, 
Wherein all things created firft he weigh*d. 
The pendulous round- earth with balancM air 1000 
In counterpoiie, now ponders all eycntls. 
Battels and realms : in theft he put two weights 
The fequel each of parting anJof fight 5 
The latter quick up flew, and kick'd the beam ; 
Which Gabriel fpying, thus befpake the Fiend, rooj 
Satan, I know thy ftrength, and thou k^iow'ft mincj 
Neither our own, but giv'n : what folly then 
To boafl what arms can do ? fiiice thine no more 
Than HeaV'n permits*, nor mine, though doubled now 
T6 tramplo thee as mii'e : l^r proof look up, 10 10 

And read thy lot in yon celeflial fign. 
Where thou art weigh'd> and fhdwn howKght, how\wak, 

If 
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thou refift. The Fiend looked up, and knew 
B mounted fcale aloft t nor raoi^e ; but fled 
urroVingy andwith him fled the fliadcs of night. 1015 
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THE ARGUMENT. 

Morniag approach*d» Eve reUtei to Adam } 
blefome aretm j he likes it not, yet comfc 
They come forth to their day labors t The 
ing hTOin at the door of dieh: bower. God l 
man tnexcufable fends Raphael to admonifi 
hit obediencei of his free eftate^ of his eni 
at handL who he iS| and why hit enemVf ai 
ever ^i»ioif ayiil Adam to kn^w. ^ J^^ 
down to Paradife, his'appearance defcnb*d» 
ing difcemM by Adam afar off fitting at tl» 
his bower I he goes out to meet him, bring 
hit lodges entertains him with the choiceft 
Paradiie got together by Eve j their difcoui 
ble : Rapnael performs his mefTage, minds 
his ftate and of his enemy ; relates at Adam 
who that enemy is, and now he came to be f 

^ iting.Arom his firft revoh iA rfeavcA, and 
fion tiiereof i How he drew his fegiohs aft 
the parts of the north, and there incited th< 
'bel with him, perfuading all but onlv Ab( 
raph , who in argument difTuades ana opp< 
then f orfakes him. 
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BOOK V. 

Now morn her rofy ftcps in th* caftem clime 
Advancing, row\i the earth with orient pearl , 
^hen Adam wak*d, fo cuftom\!, for hi* Ikcp 
kVas aery lif^ht from pure digeftiun bred, 
kx\d tcmpYatc vapors hhind, which th' only found j 
!)f Icavet and fuming rills, Aurora^s fan, 
uightly difpcrs'd, and the fhrill marin fong 
3f birds on every bough ; fo much fhc more 
-lis wonder wks to find unwakenM Eve 
WSth treiTes difcdmposM, and glowing check, lo 

^s through unquiet red : he on his fide 
Lcming half rais'd, with looks of cordial love 
Hunjj over her ennmourM, and beheld 
Beuity, which, whether wnkiiig or alleep, 
Jhot forth peculiar graces j then with voice 15 

Mild, as when Zephyrus on Flora breathes, 
Her hand foil touching, whirpcr*d thus. Awakt 
My faircii, mv i»l\ious\i, my lutein fv)und, 
H. av*n*8 l:i;t be.** :Mft, my ever new deliiJht, 
Awnkc; the n.onuii • Hiinos, and ll\e frvfli ficlrf ao 
L.lls usj wc lofc t'l" ".', to m:irk how fpring 
Our tended plunts, h r* i.\; vs cht cilTohgrivt/ 

What 
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What dropi the myrrhi and what tlic balmy reed, 

Hqw nature paints her colon, how the bee 

Situ on the bloom extrafling liquid fweet. »5 

Such whifpVing wakM her, but with ftartlcd eye 
On Adam, whom embracing, thut fhe fpakc. 

O folc in whom my thuughti find all repofe, 
My glory, my pcrfefliun, glad I fee 
Thy face, and morn returned ) for I this night 30 
(Such night till this I never pafs'd} have drcam'd. 
If dreamM, not as I oft am wont, of thee. 
Works of day paft, or morrow^s next defign^ 
But of offcnfe and trouble, which my mind 
Knew never till this irkfomc night 1 mcthought 35 
Clofc at mine car one callM mc forth to walk 
With gentle voice, I thought it thine ^ it fald, 
Why flccp'ft thou, Kvc? now in the plcafant time. 
The cool, the filcnt, favc whne filcncc yields 
To the night-wnrhling bird, that now awake 40 

Tunes fwL'clcft his lovc-laburM foiig j now reigns 
Full orb'd the moon, and with tnuic plcafing light 
Shadowy fct-s off the fare of things ; in vain, 
If none regard ; Heav'n wakes with all his eyes, 
Whom to behold but ihcc. Nature's defire ? 4; 

In whofc fight nil things joy, with laviiljinenl 
Attra6lcd by thy beauty (till to ga/c. 
I rofe as at thy call, I>ut found thee not } 
To find thee T directed then my walk ; 
And (m, mcthought, alone I pafsM through ways 50 
That brought mc on a fudden to the tree 
Of iutcrdidlcd knowledge : fair it Iccm'd, 

Much 
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airer to my fancy than by day : 

I wondering Iook*d^ befide it ftood 

pM and wtngM like one of thofe from Heaven 

ft feen ; hit dewy locks dilHird 

la \ on that trre he alfo gazM ; 

fair plant, faid he^ with frxiit furcharg^d, 

none to eafe thy load and tafte thy fwcct, 

vi, nor Man ? is knowledge fo dcf^nsM ? tf« 

'* or what refei*ve forbids to tafte > 

who will> none (hall from rac withhold 

thy offerM good> why elfe fct here ? 

id, he pausM not, but with vcntroiis ami 

:kM, he tailed ; me damp horror chiU'd 65 

I bold words vouched with a deed fo buU: 

thus ovcrjoy'd, O fi*uit divine, 

»f thyfelf , but much more fwcet thus cropt, 

len here, it feems, as only fit 

ds, yet able to make Gods of Men : 70 

hy not Gods of Men, fince good, the more 

jnicated, more abundant grows, 

ithor not impairM, but honored moi*e ? 

lappy creature, fair angelic Eve, 

s thou alio ; happy though thou art, 75 

r thou may'ft be, worthier can (I not be; 

his, and bj henceforth among the Goda 

f a Goddefj, not to earth continM, 

mctimes in the air, as we, fometlmcs 

I to Heav'n, hy merit thine, and fee 80 

life the Gods live thei*e, and luch live thou. 

ing, he di*ew nigh, and to me held, 

Ev'n 
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Ev^n to my mouth of that fame fruit held part 
Which he had pluckM; the pleafs^nt favory (mcW 
So quickened appetite, that I, methought. 
Could not but tafte. Forthwith up to the clouds 
With him I flew, and underneath beheld 
The earth outilretch'd immenfe, a profpeft wide 
And various : wondring at my flight and change 
'^o this high exaltation ; fuddenly 
My guide was gone, and I, methought, funk down 
And fell afleep ; but O how glad I wak*d 
To find this but a dream ! Thus Eve her night 
Related, and thus Adam anfwer'd fad. 
Beft image of myfclf and dearer half, 
The trouble of thy thoughts this night in flcep 
AfFefts me equally ; nor can I like 
This uncouth dream, of evil fprung I fearj 
Yet evil whence ? in thee can harbour none. 
Created pure. But know that in the foul i 

Arc many lelTer faculties, that ferve 
Reafon as chief; amon^ thefe fancy next 
Her office holds ; of all external things. 
Which the five watchful fen ft s rcprcfcnt, 
She forms imaginations, aery fh-tpcs, i 

Wiilch reafon joining or disjoining, frames 
All what we' afllinn or what deny, and call 
or opinion ; then retires 
avc cell when nature rcfts. 

nice mimic fancy wakes j 

icr; but misjoining fhapes, 
MToduces oft, and molt in dreams, 
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111 matching words aad doed» loi^ paft or late. 

Some fuch refembiaxiccs Biethinkt I find 

Of our laft evemng't talki ia thif thy dijetaiy 1x5 

But with addition Ibrange^ yet be not fad. 

Evil into the Mind of God or Man 

May come and go, lb unapj^roy'd^ and Uavt 

No fpot or blame behind i Which gives me hope 

That what in deep thou didtt abhor to dream, isa 

Waking thou never wilt confent to do. 

Be not di(hearten*d then, nor cloud thofe lookt, 

That wont to be more chearful and ferene. 

Than when fair morning firft fmiles on the world ; 

And let us to o\ur frelh employments rife 115 

Among the groves, the fountains, and the flowers 

That open now their choiceft bofom'd (inells, 

Rcfcrv'd from night, and kept for thee in fk>re. 

So chear*d he his fur fpoufe, and (he was ohear'd^ 
But filently a gentle tear let fall 1 3# 

From cither eye, and wip'd them with her hairj 
Two other precious drops that ready ftood. 
Each in their cryftal ftuce, he ere they fell 
KifsM, as the gracious figns of fweet remorfe 
And pioiu awe, that feared to have oflfiended. 13^ 

So all was cleared, and to the field they haAe» 
But fird, from under (hady arbo'rous roof 
Soon as they forth were come to op^ fight 
Of day-fpring, and the fun, who fcasce up rifen, 
\Vith wheels yet hovering o*er the ocean brim» 140 
Shot pai-allcl to the earth his dewy ray, 
Difcov^ri^g in wide 1ma4^p all the fjnHi 

Of 
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Of Pandiib and Eden^s hxp^y pltinst 

Lowly they bow*d adoring, tnd began 

Their oriihnty each morning duly paid i 

In yarioot ftik ) for neidier rariona ftile 

Nor holy ra|»tare wanted they to praift 

Their Maker, in fit ftraina prononnc'd or fung 

Unmeditated, fuch prompt eloquence 

Flowed from their lipa, in prole or numcrons Terfe, ) 

More tuneable than needed lute or harp 

To add more fweetnefii i and they thus began. 

Thefe are thy glorious worfct. Parent of good. 
Almighty, thine this univerial frame. 
Thus wondrous fair ^ tfayfelf how wondrous then I i 
Unfpeakable, who fitft above thefe heavens 
To us inviiible, or dimly feen 
In thefe thy lowed works ; yet thefe declare 
Thy goodnefs beyond thought^ and powV divine. 
Speak ye who beft can tell, ye fons of light, i 

Angels ; for ye behold him, and with fongs 
And choral fymphonies, day without night. 
Circle his throne rejoicing; ye in Heaven, 
On Earth join all ye Creatures to extol 
Him firi^y him laft, him midft, and without end* i 
Faireft of ftars, laft in tlie train of night. 
If better thou belong not to the dawn. 
Sure pledge of day, that crown'it the fmiling mom 
With thy bright circlet, praife him in thy fphere, 
"While day arifes, that fweet hour of prime. i 

Thou Sun, of this great world both eye and foul. 
Acknowledge him thy greater, found his praife 
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In thy eternal coiirfc, both when thou cltmb'ft, 
And when high noon haft gainM, and when thou h\Vi\, 
Moon, that now meet^ft the orient fun, now fly*ft» 175 
With the fixM ftars, fixM in their orb that files, 
And ye five other wand* ring fires that move 
In myllic dance not without fong, refound 
His praife, who out of dorkncfs callM-up light. 
Xir, and ye Elements, the eldeft birth 1 8» 

Of Naturc*s womb, that in quaternion run 
Perpetual circle, multiform j and mix 
And nourifli all things ; let your ceafclefs change 
Vary to our gi*cat Maker dill new praife. 
Yc Mills and Exhalations that now rife 185 

From hill or ftcaming lake, duflcy or gray, 
Till the fun paint your fleecy fkirts with gold, 
In honor to the world*s great Author rife, 
Whether to deck with clouds th* uncolorM (ky, 
eft wet the thirfty earth with falling fhowers, 190 

Rifing or falling (till advance his praife. 
His praife, ye Winds, that from four quarters blow, 
Breathe foft or loud j and wave your tops, yc Pines, 
With every plant, in fign of worlhip wave. 
Fountains and ye, that warble, as ye flow, 195 

Melodious murmui-s, warbling tune his praife. 
Join voices, all ye living Souls : yc Birds, 
That fmging up to Heaven gate afcend, 
Bear on your wings and in your notes his praife. 
Yi that in waters glide, and ye that walk aoo 

The earth, and Itately tread, or lowly creep j 
Witnefs if I be nicnt> mom or even, 
Vol. I. L Ta 
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To hill or valley, fountain> or frefh (hade 

Made vocal by my fong, and taught his praife, 

I^ail univerfal Lord, be bounteous ftill 105 

To give us only good 3 and if the night 

Have gathered ought of evil or concealed, 

Pifperfe it» as now light difpels the dark. 

So pray'd they innocent, and to their thoughts 
Fixxn peace recovered foon and wonted calm. »io 

On to their morning^s rural work they hafte 
Among fwcet dews and flowVs 5 where any row 
Of fruit-trees over-woody reach'd too far 
Their pamperM boughs, and needed hands to check 
Fruitlcfs embraces : or they led the vine 115 

To wed her elm $ (he fpousM about him twines 
Her maiTiagcable arms, and with her brings 
Her dow'r th' adopted clufters, to adorn 
His barren leaves. Them thus employ M beheld 
With pity Hcav'n's high king, and to him calPd 220 
Kaphael, the fociable SpiVit, that deign'd 
To travel with Tobias, and fccur'd 
His mairiagc with the fcv'ntimes-wedded maid. 

Raphael, faid he, thou hear' ft what ftir on Earth 
Satan from Hell fcap'd through the darkfome gulf 225 
Hath raisM in Paradile, and how difturb'd 
This night the human pair, how he defigns 
In them at once to ruin all mankind. 
Go therefore, half this day as friend with friend 
Convcrfe with Adam, in what bowV or ihade 230 
Thou find'ft him from the heat of noon retir'd^ 
To refpit his day-labor with repaft. 

Or 
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Or with rc|K>re ; and fuch difcourfe bring on» 

As may advife him of his happy ftatCi 

Kappincls in his powV left free to wiU| 135 

Left to his own free will, his will though free» 

Yet mutable j whence warn him to beware 

He fwcr\-e not too fccure x tell him withal 

His danger, and from whom j what enemy, 

Late fairn himfelf from Heav'n, is plotting now 140 

The fall of others from like ftate of blifs j 

By violence f no, for that (hall be withftood | 

But by deceit and lies } this let him know, 

Left wilfully tranfgreffing he pretend 

Surprifai, unadmonifhM, unforewarnM. 145 

So fpake th' eternal Father, and fulfiird 
All juftice: nor delayed the winged Saint 
After his charge recciv'd : but from among 
Thoufand ccleftial Ardors, where he ftood 
VetlM with his gorgeous wings, up fpringing light 150 
Flew through the midft of Hcav'n j th' angelic quii-es, 
On each hand parting, to his fpeed gare way 
Through all th' empyreal road j till at the gate 
Of Ileav'n arrirM, the gate felf-opcn*d wide 
Oil golden hinges turning, as by work 25$ 

Divine the fovi*an Architeft had framed. 
From lience no cloud, or, to obftrutt his fight, 
Star intcrposM, however fmall he fees. 
Not unconform to other fhining globes, 
Earth and the gard'n of Goil, with cedars crownM s6v^ 
Above all hills. As when by night the glafs 
Of Galilio, Icfs aflurM, oblbrves 

L a Im-ig'mM 
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ImaginM lands and regions in the moon : 

Or pilot, from amidft the Cyclades 

Dfioi or Snmos firft appearingi kens t6$ 

A cloudy rpot. Down thither prone in flight 

llr fpcciis, and through the vaft ethereal (ky 

Sails between worlds and worlds, with (leddy wing 

Now on the polar winds, then with quick fan 

Winnows the buxom air^ till within foar 179 

Of tow'ring eagles, to' all the fowls he feema 

A Phceni]f, gazM by all, as that fole bird. 

When to infhrinc his rcliques in the fun's 

Bright temple, to Egyptian Thebes he flics. 

At once on th' callcrn cliff of Paradife 275 

lie lights, and to his proper fhape returns 

A Seraph wing'd j fix wings he wore, to (hade 

His lineaments divine j the pair that clad 

Kach Hiouldcr broad, came mantling o'er his breail 

With regal ornament) the middle pair tSo 

ii'iyt like a (tarry zone his wade, and round 

Skirted his loins and thighs with downy gold 

And colors dipt in Heav'n j the third his feet 

Shadow'd from cither heel with fcathcrM mail, 

^ky-tinftur'd grain. Like Maia's fon he flood, 1J5 

And (hook his plumes, that hcav'nly fragrance fill'd 

The ( ircuit wide. Strait knew him all the bands 

Of An;;cls under watch; and to his ftatc, 

And to his nicfTngc high in honor rife j 

For on fonie meifa^^c high they gucfs'd him bound. S90 

'I'hcir glittering tents he pafs'd, and now is come 

Into the blifbful field, through groves of myrrh. 

And 
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And flowering odors, caflia, nard, and balms 

A wilderncfs of fweets 5 for Nature here 

Wanton'd as in her prime, and play*d at xviH 195 

Her virgin fancies, pouring forth more fwcet, 

Wild above rule or art} enormous blifs. 

Him through the fpicy fored onward come 

Adam difcern'd, as in the door he fat 

Of his cool bow*r, while now the mounted fun 300 

Shot down dii*ecl his fervid rays to warm 

Earth's inmoft womb, more warmth than Adam needs : 

And Eve within, due at her hour prepai-'d 

For dinner favory fruits, of tafte to plcafe 

Trpe appetite, and not difrelifh thirtt 305 

Of nefla'rous draughts between, from milky ftream, 

Berry or grape : to whom thus Adam call'd. 

Hafte hither Eve^ and woith thy fight behold 
Eaftward among thofe trees, what glorious (hape 
Comes this way moving} feems another morn 310 
Ri8*n on mid-noon } fomc great beheft from Heaven 
To us perhaps he brings, and will vouchfafe 
This day to be our gueit. But go with fpeed. 
And what thy ftores contain, bring forth, and pom- 
Abundance, fit to honor and receive 3 1 5 
Our heavenly ftranger : well we may afford 
Our givers their own gifts, and large bellow 
From large bcftow'd, where Nature multiplies 
Her fertil growth, and by dilbuixi'ning grows 
More fruitful, which infhufls us not to fparc. 320 
To whom thus Eve. Adam, earth's hallow'd mold, 
Of God infpir'd, fmall (lore will ferve, where (lore, 
L 3 All 
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All feafons, ripe for ufe hangs on the ftalk ; 

Save what by frugal ftoring firmnefs gains 

To nourifli, and fuperfluous moift confumes : 315 

But I will hafte, and from each bough and brake, 

Each plant and jucieft gourd, will pluck fiich choice 

To entertain our Angel gueft, as he 

Beholding fhall confefs, that here on Earth 

God hath difpensM his bounties as in Heaven* 339 

So faying, with difpatchful looks in haftc 
She turns, on hofpitable thoughts intent 
What choice to choofe for delicacy beft. 
What order, fo contrivM as not to mix 
Taftes, m>t well joinM, inelegant, but brin|^ 335 

Tafte after tafte upheld with kindlieft change ; 
Beftirs her then, and from each tender ftalk 
Whatever Earth all-beaiing mother yields 
Ir India Ealt or Weft, or middle fliore 
In Pontus or the Punic coalt, or where 34;^ 

Alcinous reign'd, fiiiit of all kinds, in coat 
Rough or fmooth rin'd, or bearded hirfk, or fhell. 
She gathers, tribute large, and on the board 
Heaps with unfparing hand ; for drink the grape 
She ciiilhes, inoffenfive muft, and meaths 34J 

F rom many a berry', and from fweet kernels prcfs'd 
She tempers dulcet creams, nor thefe to hold 
Wants her fit veffels pure, then ftrows the ground 
With rofe and odors from the fhrub unfum'd. 

Mean while our primitive great fire, to meet 350 
His God-like gueft, walks forth, without more train 
Accompanied than with his own complete 

Perfe^ior.s> 
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Pcrfc^Hont ; in himfelf was all his ftate, 
More folemn than the tedious pomp that waits 
On princesy when their rich retinue long 555 

Of horfes led, and grooms befinear'd with gold. 
Dalles the croud, and fets them all agape. 
Nearer his prefence Adam though not aw*d» 
Yet with fuhmifs approach and reverence meek» 
A<i to* a Aiperior nature, bowing low, 360 

Thus faid. Native of Heav*n, for other place 
None can than Heav'n fuch glorious (hape contain j 
Since by defcending from the thrones above, 
Thofe h^ppy places thou haft deign'd a while 
To want, and honor thcfe, vouchfafe with us 3(5 
Two' only, who yet by fovran gift poflefs 
This fpacious ground, in yonder (hady bower 
To reft, and what the garden choiceft bears 
To fit and tafte, till this meridian heat * 

,Be over, and the fun more cool decline. 370 

Whom thus th' angelic Virtue anfwer'd mild. 
Adam, I therefore came, nor art thou fuch 
(treated, or fuch place haft here to dwell. 
As may not oft invite, though Spi'rits of Heaven, 
To vifit thee ; lead on then whei-e thy bower 375 

0>r(hades ) for thefe raid-hours, till evening rife, 
I have at will. So to the fylvan lodge 
They came, that like Ponaona's arbor fmilM 
With flowerets deck'd and fragrant fmells { but £vc 
UudeckM fave with herfelf, mora lovely fair 380 

Than Wood-Nymph, or the faireft Qoddefs fcign'd 
Of three that in mount Ida naked ftrove* 

L 4 Stcod 
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Stood to' entertain her gueft from Heaven i no vd 
She needed^ virtue-proof j no thought infirm 
AltcrM her cheek. On whom the Angel Hail 
BeftowMy the holy faluution usM 
Long after to blett Mary, fecond Eve. 

Hail Mother of Mankind, whofe fruitful womi 
Shall fill the world more numerous with thy fons, 
Than with thefe various fruits the trees of God 
Have heapM this table. RaisM of grafTy turf 
Their table was, and moflfy feats had round. 
And on her ample fquare from fide to fide 
Ail autumn pil'd, though fpring and autumn hen 
Danced hand in hand. A while difcourfe they ho 
No fear left dinner copi ; when thus began 
Our author. Heav'nly Itninger, pleafe to tafte 
Thefe bounties, which our Nourifher, from whom 
All perfeft good, unmcafurM out, dcfccnds. 
To us for food and for delight hath causM 
The earth to yield ; unfavory food perhaps 
To fpiritual natures j only this I know. 
That one celeftial Father gives to all. 

To whom the Angel. Therefore what he gives 
(Whofe praife be ever fung) to Man in part 
Spiritual, may of pureft Spi'rlts be found 
No' ingniteful food : and food alike thofe pure 
Intelligcntial fubftances require, 
As doth your rational ; and both contain 
Within them every lower faculty 
Of feme, whereby they hear, fee, fmell, touch, ts 
Tailing concoil, dlgelt, allimilate, 
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orporeal to incQrport&l turn, 
low, whatever was created^ needt 

TuftainM and fed ; of elements 415 

rolTer feeds the purer, earth the Tea, 
and the Tea feed air, the air thofe firet 
al, and as loweft (iift the moon } 
:e in her vifage round thofe fpots, unpurg*d 
. not yet into her fubftance tum'd* 4sa 

ith the moon no nourifliraent exhale 
tier moift continent to higher orbs, 
in, that light imparts to all, receives 
ill his alimental recompenfe 
aid exhalations, and at even 4«5 

rith the ocean. Though in Heav*n the treet 

ambrofial fruitage bear, and vines 
ne6lar J though from off the boughs each mom 
ufli mellifluous dews, and find the ground 
d with pearly grain i yet God hath here 430 

his bounty fo with new delights, 
y compare with Heaven ; and to tafle 

not'{ (hall be nice. So down they fat, 
> their viands fell ; nor feemingly 
.ngel, nor in mifl, the common gloft 435 

eologians j but with keen difpatch 

hunger, and conco£live heat 
nfubilantiatc : what redounds, tranfpires 
;h SpiVits with eafe j nor wonder i if by fire 
:y coal th' empiric alchemifl 440 

m, or holds it polTible to turn, 

of droiEcil ore to perfe^l gold 

At 
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As from the mine. Mean while at table Eve 
Minifter'd naked, and their flowing cupt 
-With pleafant liqnon crown*d: O innocence 
Deferving Paradife ! if ever, then, 
Then had the Tone of God excufe to* have been 
Enamoured at that fight ; but in thofe hearts 
Love unlibidinons reignM, nor jealoufj 
'Was underftood, the injurM lovtr^s HelL 

Thus when with meats and drinks they had fnfE 
Not burdenM natnre, fudden mind arofe 
In Adam, not to let th* occaikm pafs 
Giv'n him by this great conference to know 
Of things above his world, and of tiieir being 
Who dwell in Heav*n, whofe excellence he faw 
Tranfcend his own fo far, whofe radiant forma 
Divine effulgence, whofe high powV fo far 
Exceeded human, and his wary fpeech 
'Thus to th* empyreal minifter he framM. < 

Inhabitant with God, now know I well 
Thy favor, in this honor done to Man, 
Under whofe lowly roof thou haft vouchfaTd 
To enter, and thefe earthly fruits to tafte. 
Food not of Angels, yet accepted fo. 
As that more willingly thou couldft not feem 
AtHcav'n's high feafts to' have fed : yet what comp: 

To whom the winged Hierarch reply'd. 
O Adam, one Almighty is, from whom 
AH things proceed, and up to him return. 
If not depravM from good, created all 
Such to perfe^ion^ one firft matter all, 

Ind 
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Indued with rarious forms, various dcgi*ces 

Of fubftance, and in things that live , of life j 

But more refinM, more fpiritous, and pure, 475 

As nearer to him placM or nearer tending 

Kach in their fcveral aflive fphcrcs aflign'd, 

Till body up to fpirit woric, in bounds 

ProportionM to each kind. So from the root 

Springs lighter the green ftalk, from thence the leave* 

Moi-c aery, laft the bright confummatc flowrer 

Spirits odorous breathes : flow'rs and their fruit, 

Man's nourifliment, by gi*adual fcale fublim'd, 

To vital fpiVits afpire, to animal, 

Tb intellefluai ; give both life and fenfe, 4S5 

Fancy and underftanding ; whence the foul 

Reafon receives, and reafon is her being, 

Difcurfivc, or int\iitivej difcourfe 

Is ofteft yours, the latter mod is ours, 

DiiTering but in degree, of kind the fame. 490 

Wonder not then, what Ood for you faw good 

If I rcfufe not, but convert, as you. 

To proper fubftance ; time may come, when Men 

With Angels may participate, and find 

No inconvenient di'et, nor too light fare ; 49$ 

And from thefe corporal nutriments perhaps 

Your bodies may at laft turn all to fpirit, 

Improved by traft of time, and wing*d afcend 

Ethereal, as we, or may at choice 

Here or in heav'nly Paradil'es dwell 4 500 

If ye be found obedient, and retain 

Unalterably iinn hit love entire;^ 

Whole 
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Whoie progeny you are. Mean while enjoy 
Your fill what happineft this happy ftate 
Can comprehend, incapable of more. 

iTo whom the patriarch of mankind replyM. 
O favourable Spi'rity propitious gueft. 
Well haft thou taught the way that might dired 
Our knowledge, and the fcale of nature fet 
From center to circumfei-ence, whereon 
A contemplation of created things 
By fteps we may afcend to God. But fay. 
What meant that caution joinM, If ye be found 
Obedient ? can we want obedience then 
To him, or pofllbly his love defert, 
W£o form'd us from the duft, and placed us here 
Full to the utmoft meafure of what blifs 
Human defires can feek or apprehend ? 

To whom the Angel. Son of Hcav'n and Eartl 
Attend : That thou art happy, owe to God ; 
'that thou continueft fuch, owe to thyfelf. 
That is, to thy obedience ; therein ftand. 
This was that caution giv'n thee ; be advisM. 
God made thee perfe6l, not immutable ; 
And good he made thee, but to perfevere 
He left it in thy pow'r ; ordainM thy will 
By nature free, not ovcr-rurd by fate 
Inextricable, or ftri^ neceiCty : 
Our voluntary fervice he requii-es. 
Not our necefEtated , fuch with him 
Finds no acceptance, nor can find ; for how 
Can hearts, not free, be try'd whether they ferve 

Wil 
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Willing or no, who will but what they muft 

By deftiny, and can no other choofe ? 

Myfelf and all th' angelic hoft, that (bind 535 

In fight of God enthroned, our happy ftate 

Hold, as you yours, while our obedience holds j 

On other furety none 5 freely we ferve, 

Becaufe we freely love, as in our will 

To love or not ; in this we ftand or fall : 549 

And fome are falKn, to difobedicnce falPn, 

And fo from Heav'n to dcepcft Hell ; O fall 

From what high ftate of blifs into what woe ! 

To whom our great progenitor. Thy words 
Attentive, and with more delighted car, 54^ 

Divine inftru£lor, I have heard, than when 
Cherubic fongs by night from neighboring hills 
Aereal mufic lend : nor knew I not 
To be both will and deed created free ; 
YtC that we never fhall forget to love ^^% 

Our Maker, and obey him whofe command 
Single is yet fo juft, my conftant thoughts 
AAur'd me', and ftill aflure : though what thou tclPft 
Hath pafsM in Heaven, fome doubt within me move. 
But more dcfire to hear, if thou confent, 555 

The full relation, which muft needs be (trange, 
TVorthy of facrcd filence to be heard ; 
And wc have yet large day, for fcarce the fun 
Hath finifti'd half his journey', and fcarce begins 
His other half in the great zone of Heav'n. 569 

Thus Adam made requeft ; and Raphael 
After fiiort paufe alTentingi thus began. 

Hii^h 
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High matter thou in join' ft me^ O prime of mei 
Sad talk and hard | for how ihall I relate 
To human fcnfc th' invifible ex|»lbita 
Of waning Spirits i how without remorfe 
The ruin of fo many glorious once 
And perfect while they ftood ? how laft unfold 
The fecrets of another world, perhaps 
Not lawful to reyeml ? yet for thy good 
This is difpens'ds and what furmounts the reach 
Of human fenfc, I (hall delineate fo, 
By likening fpiritual to corporal forms, 
As may exprefs them bed ; though what if Earth 
Be but the fhadow* of Heav*n, and things therein 
Each to' other like, more than on earth is thought 

As yet this world was not, and £haos wild 
Kcign'd where thcleHcav'ns now roll, where Earth 
Upon her center pois\l } when on a day [ 

(For time, though in eternity, apply'd 
To motion, meal'ures all things durable 
By prelent, paft, and future) on fuch day 
As Heav'n's great year brings forth, th' empyreal 
Of Angels by imperial i'ummons callM, 
Innumerable before th' Almighty's throne 
Forthwith from all the ends of Hcav'n appeared 
Under their Hicrarchs in orders bright : . 
Ten thoufand thoufand cnfigns high advancM, 
Standards and gonfalons 'twixt van and rear 
Sti-cam in the air, and for diiHnflion fervc 
Of hierarchies, of orders, and degrees ; 
Or in their glittering tiifues bear imblaz'd 

il 
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Holy memoriaU, a^t of leal and love 

Recorded eminent. Thut when in orb« 

Of circuit inexpreifible they ftood» 59^ 

Orb within orb, the Father infinite, 

By whom in blils imbofom'd fat the Son, 

Amidit as from a Baming mount, whoft top 

Brightness had made invifible, thus fpake* 

Hear all ye Angols, progeny of lights 609 

Thrones, Dominations, Princedoms, Virtues, Powers^ 
Hear my decree, which unrevoked (hall ftand. 
This day I have begot whom I declare 
My only Son, and on this holy hill 
Him have anointed, whom ye now behold 60^ 

At my right hand; your head I him appoint ^ 
And by myfelf have fworn to him (hall bow 
All knees in Heav'n, and (hull confefs him Lord; 
Under his great vicc-gcrent reign abide 
United as one individual foul 619 

For ever happy ; Him who difobeys. 
Me difobeys, breaks union, and that day, 
Caft out from God and blefled vifion, falls 
Into' utter darknefs, deep ingulfd, his place 
OrdainM without redemption, without end, 6 x 5 

So fpake th* Omnipotent, and with his words 
All feem'd well plcas'd) all feem'd, but wei-e not alU 
That day, as other folemn days, they fpent 
In fong and dance about the facred hill ) 
Myilical dance, which yonder ftarry Iphcrc ^29 

Of planets and of fix'd in all her whctU 
Rcfcmbles neai-v^i mazes intricate, 

Eccentric, 
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Eectntrie, iiit««BlT"d| yetngulir 
Thtnrooft, wHiiilDiftimgiilirtlifjrftnBi 
^Am in tlidr moCtont hmnoay dhriot 
So finooths lur ditrmiaf tont^ ilutt Ood*t own < 
LiAtnt dklii^Mid. Svtning now ipprDMk*d 
(For w« hiMrv lUb*- mir frraiof and our raonit 
We onn for ehinge deleftaUti not need) 
Fbraiwith f roin dmcc to iwtet roptft thejr tnni 
Defirous i all in circlet u they ftood* 
TiU>kf ire ftt» and on t fudden pil*d 
With Angcle foody and nibied neftar ilowt 
In pearl» in diamond* and mdfy gold» 
Vk«k of delicione Tineti the growth of Heayen. 
On ilow^ri repot*d» and with frefli flowerets crown* 
They eat, they drink, and in communion fweet 
Quaffimmortality andjoy, fccurc 
Of furfeit where full meafure only bounds 
ElrceTs, before th* all-bounteous King, who ftiowr 
With copious hand, rejoicing in their joy. 
Now when ambrofial night with clouds exhaled 
From that high mount of God, whence light and it 
Spring both, the face of brighteft Heaven had chan 
Tt grateful twilight (for night comes not there 
In darker veil) and rofeat dews difpos^d 
Al^ but th* unfleeping eyes of God to reft { 
Wide over all the plain, and wider far 
Than all this globous earth in plain outfpread, 
(9uch are the courts of God) th* angelic thi'ong, ( 
DifpersM in bands and files, their camp extend 
By living ftreamt among the trees of iifci 

Pavilic 
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Pavilions numberlefs, and fuddcn reiur'd» 

Celeftial tabernacles, where they (lept 

^ann'd with cool winds 5 fave thofe who in their courfe 

Melodious hymns about the fovran throne 

Ahcmate all night long x but not To wakM 

Satan j Co call him now» his former name 

Is heard no more in Hcav'n $ he of the firft. 

If not the firlt Aixh- Angel, great in power, 66o 

In favor and preeminence, yet fraught 

With envy' againft the Son of God, that day 

HonorM by his great Father, and proclaniM 

Mefiiah King anointed, could not bear 

Through pride that fight, and thought himfelf impaired. 

Deep malice thence conceiving and difdain. 

Soon as midnight brought on the duiky hoiu* 

Friendliell to ileep and filence, he refolv'd 

With all his legions to dillodge, and leave 

¥nwor(hipty unobeyed the throne fupremc 670 

Contemptuous, and his next fuboi*dinate 

Awak'ning, thus to him in Iccrct fpake. 

Slcep'it thou, Compiinion denr, what deep can clofc 
Thy eye- lids ? and reniember'H what decree 
Qf yeftcrday, fo late hath pul'sM the lips 675 

Of Heav'n's Almighty. 'lMu)U to mo thy thoughts 
Wali vfontp I mine to thee was wont to' impart 4 
Both waking we wci-e one j how then can now 
Thy fleep diflent ? New laws thou fecll imposed j 
Vew laws from him who reigns, new minds may raife 
In us who ferve, new counfcls, to debate 
What doubtful may enfue : moi*e in this place 
. Vol. h M To 
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To utter it not fafe. Aflemble thou 
Of all thofe myriads which we lead the chief) 
Tell them that by command, ere yet dim night . 
Her fhadowy cloud withdraws, I am to hafte. 
And all who under me their banners wave. 
Homeward with flying march where we poiTeft 
The quarters of the north j there to prepare 
Fit enteitainment to receive our king 
The great Mefliah, and his new commands. 
Who fpeedily through all the hierarchies 
Intends to pafs triumphant, and give laws. 

So rpake the falfe Arch-Angel, and infiu^d 
Bad influence into th* unwary breaft . 
Of his aflbciate : he together calls. 
Or I'cveral one by one, the regent Powers, 
Under him regent; tells, as he was taught. 
That the moft High commanding, now ere night. 
Now ere dim night had difmcumber'd Heaven, ; 
The great hierarchal ftandard was to move 5 
Tells the fuggefted caufe, and cafts between 
Ambiguous words and jcaloufies, to found 
Or taint integrity : but all obcy'd 
The wonted fignal, and luperior voice \ 

Of their great potentate j for great indeed 
}lis name, and high was his degree in Heaven; 
His countenance, as the morning ftar that guides 
The ftarry flock, allur'd them, and with lies 
D»ew after him the third pait of Hcav'n's hoft. ^ 
Mean while th' eternal eye, whofe fight difcems 
Abftrufcft thoughts, from forth his holy mount 
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m within the golden lamps thit burn 
before him, faw without their light 
n rifing, faw in whom, how fpread 715^ 

the Tons of morn, what multitudes 
ndcd to oppofe his high decree j 
iling to his only Son thus laid, 
thou in whom my glory I behold 
cfplendence. Heir of all my might, 710^ 

: now concerns us to be fure 
•mnipotencc, and with what arms 
n to hold what anciently we clame 
or empire j fuch a foe 

, who inteltds to' erc6^ his throne 71^ 

» ours, throughout the fpacious north } 
ontcnt, hath in his thought to try 
, what our powV is, or our right* 
dvifc, and to this haxard draw * 

ced what force is left, and all employ 730 
efcnfe, left unawares we lofe 
• high phce, our faiiftuaiy, our hill« 
lom the Son with calm afp^dl and clear, 
ig divine, ineffable, fcrcnc, 
fwcr. Mighty Father, thou thy foes 735 
ift in derifion, and fccure 
at their vain defigns and tumults vain, 
o me of glory, whom their, hate 
IS, when they fee all regal power 
c to quell their pride, and in event 74A 

'hether I be dextrous to fubdue 
els, or bf found the wprft in H«aveii« 

Ms So 
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So fytkt the Son ^ Imt BitMii wttii hit powcrt 
Fur WM ftdranc^d on winged ijpted, ta hoft 
l^Dttmcnblt u the ftan of nightf y 

Or fturs of mornings dew-dropti which the Am 
Impetrls on erery letf and enry flower. 
Regions they ptft^di the mighty rtgeacies 
' Of Sentphim nnd Potenutet nnd Thrones 
Jgk ^eir triple degreet | regione to which i 

All thy dominion^ Adam» it no more 
Thin what thif garden ii to all the earthy 
And all the |eat from one entire globoio 
StretchM into lonjgitude ) which having pnTiM 
AtJength into the Hmite of the north i 

They ciine, and Satan to hie royal (eat 
High on a hilly far blazingi at a mount 
Rait'd on a piount, with pyramidt and towert 
From diamond quarries hewn, and rocks of gold| 
The palace of great Lucifer, (fo call - 

That ftru£lure in the diale6l of men 
Interpreted) which not long after, he 
Affeiling all equality with God, 
In imitation of that mount whereon 
^e(riah was declared in fight of Heaven, « 

The Mountain of the Congregation call'd ; 
For thither he aiTembled all his train. 
Pretending fo commanded to confult 
About the great reception of their king, 
QThither to come, and with calumnious art ^ 

Of counterfeited truth thus held their cars. 
Thrones, Dominations, Princedoms,Virtues, Tom 
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i^niiic titles yet remain 
titular» fince by decree 
w hath to hirafelf ingrofs'd 775 

and us eclipsM under the name 
ointedy for whom ail this hafte 
t march, and hurried meeting here, 
> confult, how we may beft 
may be devised of honors new 7SP 

coming to receive from us 
; yet unpaid, prollration vile, 
o one, but double how indur^d 
to his image now proclam'd ? 
better counfels might ere6l 785 

and teach us to call off this yoke ? 
nit your necks, and choofe to bend 
cnee ? ye will not, if I trull 
right, or if yc know yourfelves 
fons of Heaven pofTefsM before 79^ 

kd if not equal all, yet free, 
J for orders and degrees \ 

liberty, but well confift. 
reafon then or right aflume 
vcr fuch as live by right 795 

if in pow'r and fplendor lefs, 
;qual ? or can introduce 
61 on us, who without Hw 
jch lefs for this to be our Lord, 
r adoration to tV abufe * 800 

erial titles, which aflert 
daia^d to govern, not to ferve. 
M 3 
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Thus far his bold difcourfe without controll 
Had audience, when among the Seraphim 
Abdiely than whom none with more zeal adorM S05 
The Deity', and divine commands obeyed. 
Stood up, and in a flame of zeal fevere 
The current of his fury thus opposed. 

O argument blafph^mous, hlCe and proud f 
,Words which no ear ever to hear in Heaven lis 

£xpe£lcd, leaft of all from thee, Ingrate, 
In place thyfelf fo high above thy peers. 
Canft thou with impious obloquy condemn 
The juft decree of God, pronounced and fwom, 
That to his only Son by right indued I15 

With regal fcepter, every foul in Heaven 
Shall bend the knee, and in that honor due 
Confefs him rightful king ? unjuft, thou fay'ft, 
Flatly unjuft, to bind with laws the free, 
And equal over equals to let reign, ii9 

One over all with unfucceeded power.* 
Shalt thou give law to God, flialt thou difpute 
With him the points of liberty, who made 
Thee what thou art, and form'd the Pow'rs of Heaven 
Such as he pleas'd, and circumfcrib'd their being ? 
Yet by experience taught we know how good. 
And of our good and of our dignity 
How provident he is, how far from thought 
To make us lefs, bent rather to exalt 
Qur happy ftate under one head more near Sy^ 

United. But to grant it thee unjuft. 
That equal over, equals monarch reign 5 

Thyfelf 
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Thyfelf though great and glorioua doft thou count, 

Or all angelic nature join'd in one, 

•Equal to him begotte n Son f by whom 835 

As by his Word the mighty Father made 

All things, ev'n thee j and all the SpiVits of Heaven 

By him created in their bright degrees, 

CrownM them with glory\ and to their glory namM 

Thrones, Dominations, Princedoms, Virtues, Powers, 

Elfential Pow'rs ; nor by hit reign oblcur^d. 

But more iiluftrious made^ (ince he the head 

One of our number thus reduced becomes $ 

His laws our laws ; all honor to him done 

J<etums our own. Ceafe then this impious rage, S45 

And tempt not thefe ; but haften to appeafe 

Th' incenfed Father, and th' incenfed Son, 

While pardon may be found in time befought. 

So fpake the fervent Angel $ but his teal 
f<lone feconded, as out of feaibn judged, 850 

Or fingular and ra(h, whereat rejoic'd 
Th* Apoftate, and more haughty thus reply*d. 
That we were formM then, fay'ft thou ? and the work 
Of fecondary hands, by ta/k transferred 
;FrDm Father to his Son f ftrange point and new! 855 
Do^rin which we would know whence Icam'd t whofaw 
When this creation was ? remcmber'rt thou 
Thy making, while the Maker gave thee being ? 
We know no time when we were not as now§ 
«iCnow none' before us, fclf-bcgot, fclf-iaisM 860 

By our own quickening pow'r, when fatal courfe 
Had circled hit full orb, the birth mature 

M+ Of 



zU PARADIS«:LOfll 

Of Ab«iirnidTiIiMMr*aff cdMcMl'Ibm* ^ 
Our pttiflance it ow ow» I lovr «wft ngh hni4 
Shall teich tif higjUcftdeecUy bfpMMfioirgr II5 
Wlio is <mr aqiisl I tlMA tbM ihik bflMli 
WlMfehcr by fuppliortiiMi wt imnd 
Addreity and to btgirt tk* ftlmiglitf 4^^ 
Befttehiiif or befieging. Thkwpogtf 
Tlwf« tidingt catrf to tb* aaoiaced Kingi if9 

And fl]r» aft orii inlsretpt'thy ftigbt. 

Hv Ikidf — *<* at tba Ibiuid of wattn d aay 
Hcad^ nvnmir oebo*d to bit worU appkmA 
Tbrouf^tba infinite boft I nor left Hmt dM 
Tbe Naming Sfrapb fcarkft* tbong^ akmo . 175 
IncompaiVd round witb foet» tbiit a&fwn^d bold* ' 

O alitnate from God, O 8pi*rit acciirt*d» 
Forfaken of all good ; I fee thy fall 
Determined, and thy hapleft crew invotvM 
In this periidiout fraud, contagion fpread %t9 

Both of thy crime and puniihment t henceforth 
No more be troubled how to quit the yoke 
Of God*8 Meffiahj thofe indulgent laws 
Will not be now vouch&Pd j other decreet 
Againft thee are gone forth without recall ) IS5 

That golden fcepter, which thou didft reje6(» 
Is now an iron rod to bruife and break 
Thy difobedience. Well thou didft advife, 
Yet not for thy advice or threats I fly 
Thefe wicked tents devoted, left the wi-ath I90 

Impendent, raging into Aidden flame 
Diftingui(h not < for foon cxpe6t to feel 

Hit 
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His thunder on thy head, derottring fire. 

Then who created thee lamenting learn. 

When who can uncreate thee thou ihalt know. 895 

So fpake the Seraph Abdiel faithful found 
Among the faithlefs, faithful only he i 
Among innumerable falfe, unmoT*d» 
Unfhaken, unfeduc'd, unterrifyM, 
His loyalty he kept, his lore, his zeal ; 900 

Nor number, nor example with him wrought 
To fwerve from truth, or change his conftant mind 
Though fingle. From amidft them forth he pafs'd. 
Long way through hoftile fcom, which he fuitainM 
Superior, nor of violence fear'd ought $ 905 

And with retorted fcom his back he tum*d 
On thofe proud tow'rs to fwift deffaru^Uon doomed. 
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BOOK VI. 

AL L night the dreadlefs Angel unpurfucd 
Through Heav'n's wide champain held his way ; till 
Wak'd by the circling hours, with rofy hand [mom, 
Unban-M the gates of light. There is a cave 
Within the mount of God, faft by his throne^ 5 

Where light and darknefs in pei-petual round 
Lodge and di (lodge by turns, which makes through 
Grateful viciffitude, like day and night i [Heaven 

Light iflues foi*th, and at the other door 
Qfa^emiious daiknefs enters, till her hour 10 

To veil the Hcav'n, though darknefs there might well 
Seem twilight here 1 and now went forth the morn 
Such as in higheft Heav'n, arrayM in gold 
Empyreal ; from before her vanifh'd night, 
9hot through with orient beams ^ when all the plain 15 
Covered with^ thick imbatterd fquadrons bright. 
Chariots and flaming arms, and fiery fteeda 
Kefle£lin^ blaze on blaze, firft met his view t 
War he perceivM, war in procin6V, and found 
^ ready known what he for news had thought 20 

To have reported : gladly then he mix'd 
Among thufe friendly Pow'rs, who him vaceiv'd 

With 
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th joy and acclamttiont kmdf that omi 
lat of fo many myriads ttlVn, ytt out 
oni'dnotMlt On toliwftcndldll. -a| 

:y led him high i4>plattdcd» and pftiSmt 
fore the ftat Aipremei from whenct a voice 
• rom tiudft a gokkn cloud dun mild was hoard. 

Servant of Ood» wdl done»-well haft Ihou fonifid 
The better fight» who iingle haft maintaia'd |e 

Againft revelled mvltitiidtt die cauft ' ^ 

Of tmd^ In vpord mightier than they in ainei * 
, Aad'Ibr the teftimony* of truth haft heme 
I Univerfal nproachi fhr worft to bear 
Than violcncef for this wu all thf cai«» jf 

To ftand approved in fight of God, though vmide 
Judged thee perverie i the eafter conqueft sow ' - ' 
Remains thee, aided by this hoft of friends^ 
Back on thy foes more glorious to return 
Than fcom'd thou didft depart, and to fubdue ^ 
By force, who reafon for their law refufe. 
Right reafon for their law, and for their king 
Mefliah, who by right of merit reigns. 
Go Michael of celcitial armies prince. 
And thou in military prowcfs next 4j 

Gabriel, lead forth to battel thefe my fons 
Invincible, lead forth my armed' Saints 
By thoufands and by millions rangM for fight^' 
Equal in number to that Godlefs crew 
R^liious ( them with fire and hoftile arms 
Fearlefs aflfault, and to the brow of Heaven 
Purfuing drive them out firom God and blifa 
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Into their place of punKhment, the gulf 

Of Tartarus, which ready opens wide 

His fiery Chaos to i^eceive their fall. 55 

So fpake the forran voice, and clouds began 
To darken all the hill, and fmoke to roll 
In dulky wreaths, relu£^ant flames, the fign 
Of wrath awak'd ; nor with lefs dread the loud 
Ethereal trumpet from on high *gan blows 6a 

At which command the Powers militant. 
That flood for Heaven, in mighty quadrat join'd 
Of union irrefifUble, mov'd on 
In filence their bright legions, to the found 
pf inflrumental harmony, that breath'd €f 

Heroic ardor to adventrous deeds 
Under their God-like leaders, in the caufW 
Of God and his MefTiah. On they move 
IndifToIubly firm ) nor obvious hill. 
Nor flrait'ning vale, nor wood, nor flream divides 7Q 
Their peife^ ranks ) for high above the ground 
Their march was, and the paffive air upbore 
Their nimble tread \ as when the total kind 
Of bii-ds, in orderly an*ay on wing, 
(^asne fummon^d over Eden to receive 75 

Their names of thee ; fo over many a tra6l 
Of Heaven they march'd, and many a province wide 
Tenfold the length of this terrene : at lait 
Far in th' horizon to the north appeared 
Fr«m fkirt to fkirt a fiery region, fb'etch'd 89 

In battailous alp^^l, and nearer view 
BriiUed with upright beams innumerabk 



of hideo«»A«8'*» -J I ere it iotn d. 
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And thus his own undaunted heart exploi^en. 

O Hcav'n 1 that luch relemblance of the Highe(( 
Should yet remain, where faith and reiUty 1 1 5 

Remain not : whei-efoi^ iliouid not ftrength and might ' 
Thci-e fail where viitue fails, or weakeft prove 
Where boldell, though to fight unconqueiabic ? 
His puiflance, trufting in th' Almighty*8 aid, 
i nican to try> whole i-eafon I have tryM 1 !• 

llnluund and fuliV) nor is it ought hut juft, 
That he who in debate of tnith hath won 

Should win in arms, in lK>th difputcs alike 

Vi<3lori though brutilh that contcll and foul, 

AVhen reafon hath to deal with force, yet ib 135 

Molt ix'afon is that reafon overcome. 

So pondering, and from his armed peers 

Forth llepping oppofit, half way he met 

His daring fue, at this prevention more 

In^ens'd, and thus fecuix'ly him dcfy'd. i ^0 

Proud, art thou met ? thy ho))e was to have rcach'd 

The highth of thy afpiring unopposed, 

l^he throne of God unguanlcd, and his fide 

Abandoned at the terror of thy power 

Or potent tongue : fool, not to think how vain 1 35 

Againft th* Omnipotent to rife in aims; 

Who out of fmallcft things could without end 

Have rais'd inccflant armies to defeat 

I'hy folly ; or with folitary hand 

Reaching beyond all limit, at one blow 1^ 

Unaided co\iid have finifh'd thee, and whclm'd 

Thy legiooft under daxiwcis : but thou fecft 
Vol. JL N All 
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All arc not of thy train ; there be who faith 

Prefer, and piety to God» thou|;h then 

To thee not vifible, 5w4ien I alone 

SecmM in thy world erroneous to dident 

From all : my fc^l thou feeft ( now learn too late 

How few fometimet may know, when thoufandt er 

Whom the grand foe with fcomful eye aflcance 
Thus anfwer'd. Ill for thee, but in wifli*d hour i 
Of my revenge, firil fought for thou return* ft 
From flight, feditious Angel, to receive 
Thy merited reward, the firft affay 
Of this right hand provokM, fmce /irft that tongue 
InfpirM with contradi^ron durft oppofe i 

A third part of the Gods, in fynod met 
Their deities to aflert, who while they fee! 
Vigor divine within them, can allow 
Omnipotence to none. But well thou com*ft 
Before thy fellows, ambitious to win i 

From me fomc plume, that thy fuccefs may (how 
D«ftru^ion to the reft : this paufc between 
(UnanfwerM left thou boatt) to let thee know; 
At firft I thought that Liberty and Heaven 
To heav'nly fouls had been all one ; but now i 

I fee that moft through floth had rather fcrve, 
Miniftring Spi'rits, trained up in feaft and fongj 
Such haft thou armM, the minftrclfy of Heaven, 
Servility with freedom to contend, 
As both their deeds compared this day (hall prove, i 

To whom in brief thus Abdiel ftcm rcply'd. 
A[)oftate, ftill thou cn'ft, nor end wilt find 
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Of erriigt from the path of troth remott 1 
Unjuftly thou deprav^ft it with the name 
Of icrvitude to ferre whom God ordainty 175 

Or Nature : God and Nature bid the fiune, 
When he who rules i« worthieft, and excelt 
Them whom he goreins. This is rcrvitude» 
To ferve th* unwifc, or him who hath rebelled 
Againft his worthier, as thine now ferve thee, i go 

Thyfelf not frte» but to thyfelf inthraird{ 
Yet lewdly dar*ft our miniftridg upbraid. 
Reign thou in Hell thy kingdom $ let me fcrve 
In Hcav'n God ever bleft, and his divine 
B^hcfts obey, worthieft to be obeyM$ 185 

Yet chains in Hell, not i^alms expeft t mean while 
From me re(umM, as erft thou faidft, from Aight, 
This greeting on thy impious crcft receive. 
So faying, a noble Urokc he lifted high, 
Which hung not, but fo fwift with tempcft fell 190 
On the proud creft of Satan, that no fight. 
Nor motion of fwift thought, lefs could his ftiicld 
Such iiiin intercept: ten paces huge 
He back txToiPd ; the tenth on bended knee 
His maify fpear upftay*d j as if on earth 195 

Winds under ground, or waters forcing way 
Sidelong had pufhM a mountain from his feat 
Half funk with all his pines. Amaacment fcisM 
The rebel Thrones, but greater rage to fee 
Thus foird their mightieft $ ours joy fiird, and fliout, 
Prelhge of vapory, and fierce defire 
Of battel t whoii'At Mlchiicl bid found 

N a TV 
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T)\^ Arch- Angel tnimpet; through the vaft of Heaven 

It founded, and the faithful armies rung 

Hofannah to the High*ft: nor Hood at gaze S05 

The advcrfc legions, nor lefs hideous joinM 

The horrid fliock : now (forming fury rofe. 

And clamor fuch as heard in Heav'n till now 

Was never $ arms on armour clafliing bray'd 

Horrible difcord, and the madding wheels sxo. 

Of brazen chariots rag\l j dire was the noife 

Of confli6\ ; over head the difmal hifs 

Of fiery darts in Haming volics flew. 

And flying vaulted cither hoft with fire. 

ho under fiery cope together rulird ai$ 

l\i>\\\ ban els main, with ruinous aHault 

AjuI incxtin:;uiflublc rage; all Heaven 

IMounded, und had Karth been then, all Earth 

)I:ul to her center fliook. What wonder? when 

Millions of fierce tncountring Angels fought no 

On tltlur fide, the Icail of whom could wield 

'I lufc elements, and arm him with the force 

Of :.ll their n-pons ; how much more of |)ower 

Army' :ip,'''nlt army numberlefs to raile 

J')ir:iilt"iil eoinhuftion wnrrin;;, and difiurb, 115 

'riu»\ii,ii not drltroy, their happy native feat 5 

H'fl not th' eternal Kinji; omnipotent 

I" i)m his rtrong hold of Heav'n high ovcr-ruTd 

And limited their miji;ht; thoii|.di numbcr'd fuch 

As c:irh divided legion might have fuem'd »S® 

A numerous holt, in Ih'ength each armed hand 

A Wi\i':ih It-'d ill fight yet leader fccni'd 
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Each wamor fingle it in chiefs expert 
When to advance, or ftand, or turn the fway 
Of battel, open when, and when to clofe 135 

The ridges of grim war i no thought of flighti 
None of retreat, no unbecoming deed 
That ai-gued fear; each on himlelf rclyM, 
As only in his arm the moment lay 
Of vif^oiy : deeds of eternal fame «40 

Were done, but infinite ; for wide was fpread 
1'hat war and various, fometimes on firm gix>und 
A ftanding fight, then foaring on main wing 
l^omientcd all the air; all air fecm*d then 
'.Conflicting fire t long time in even fcale 245 

7'hc battel hung) till Satan, who that day 
Prodigious pow'r had fliown, and met in arma 
No equal, ranging through the dire attack 
Of* fighting Seraphim confusM, at length 
'-Saw where the fword of Michael fmote, and fellM 150 
Squadrons at once ) with huge two-handed fway 
Brandi(h\l aloft the honid edge came down 
Wide wafting; fuch deftru6^ion to withftand 
He haded, and opposed the rocky orb 
•Of tenfold adamant, his ample fhield, 15s 

A vail circumference t At his approach 
The 'great Arch- Angel fi-om his warlike toil 
SurccasM, and glad as hoping here to -end 
Inteftin war in Heaven, th* arch-foe fubduM 
•Or captive dragged in chains, with hoftile frown 1^9 
And vifage all inflamM firft thus began. 
Author of cvU» unkno>Yn till, thy revolt« 

N 3 Unnam'd 
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UnnamM in Heav*ny now plentoout, at tbou iceft 

Thefe aAt of hateful ftrifcf hateful to aJl» 

Though hcavicft by )uft meafurc on thyie If i6$ 

And thy adherents 2 how haft thou difturbM 

ileav*n*s bleHcd peace, and into nature brought 

Mifciy, uncreated till the crime 

Of thy rebellion ? how liaft thou inftiird 

Thy malice into thoufandt, once upright 170 

And faithfuli now provM falfe ? But think not here 

To ^rouble holy reft } Heav*n cafts thee out 

From all her confines. Heav*n the feat of blift 

Brooks not the works of violence and war* 

Ilencc then, and evil go with thet along» 175 

Thy offspring, to the place of evil, Hell, 

Tliou and thy wicked crew j there mingle broils^ 

Krc this avcnginj; fword begin thy doom. 

Or fonjc more i'udden vengeance wing'd from God 

IVccipitatc thee with augmented pain. ilo 

So fpakc the Prince of Angels } to whom thus 
The Advcrl'ary. Nor think thou with wind 
Of :icry threats to awe whom yet with deeds 
Thou canil not. H:ift thou tum'd the lead of thefe 
To flight, or if to fall, but that they rife SS5 

Unvanqiiifird, eaficr to tranfaft with mc 
That thou fhouldft hope, imperious, and with threats 
To chacc me hence ? err not that fo fhall end 
The fliifc which thou calPft evil, but we ftilc 
The ftrife of glory j which we mean to win, t^ 

Or turn this lieav'n itfelf into the Hell 
Thou fableft, here howeyrcr to dwell free 

If 
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If not to reign x mem whik thy utsnofi fcuce* 

And join him nam'd Aimi^ty u> thy 9^ 

I fly not, but have roug:ht thcc far and m^h. ^95 

They ended |ailr. and both addrd^^d for iij^ht 
Unfpcakablci fur who, thou£;h with the tongiie 
Of Angels, can lelatCy or to wh^t t)nng« 
Liken on carih confpicuous, thai may lift 
Jiuman imaganation to fuch highth 300 

Of Godlike po\T>? for likcil Oodf the}* fcem'd. 
Stood they or mov'd^ in ilatuir, motion^ ajin<i» 
Fit to decide the empijv cf gicat Hv«\(-n. 
Now wav'd their firry fwuj d>f and in tlit air 
JVlade horrid circles i two broad funs thvir fliieldt 305 
BlazM oppoiit, while cxpotSlation ftooJ 
In horror I from each hand with fpecd nrtir'df 
Where erli wa« thickelt H^ht, tJr uiigclic thrung» 
And left large field » un fafo within the wind 
Of fuch commotion i fuch as» to let forth 310 

Great things by fmuU, if nature'^ concord broke, 
Among the cpnilellations war were fprung, 
Two planets nifhing from af|>^H malign 
Of Aerceft oppofition in mid iky 
Should combat, and their jarring fpheres confound. 
Together both with next to' almighty arm 
Up- lifted imminent, one ilroke they aim'd 
That might determin, and not need repeat. 
As not of pow'r at once ) nor odds appeared 
In mighr or fwift prevention 1 but the fword 
Of Michael from the armoury of God 
Was given hini tempered fo, that mi 
N4 
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Nor folid might itfift that edge t it met 
The fword of Satan with fteep force to finite 
pefcending, and in half cut /heer{ nor ftayM, %i$ 
But with fwift wheel reverfe, deep entring diarM 
All hie right fide : then Satan firft knew pain. 
And writh'd him to and fro convolvM; fo fora 
The griding- fword with difcontinuout wound 
PafsM through him i but th* ethereal fubftance clet'df 
Not long divifible $ and from the gafli 
A ftream of nefta^rout humor liTuing flowM 
Sanguin, fuch as celeftial Spi'rits may bleed. 
And all hie armour ftain^d ere while fo bright. 
(Forthwith on all (ides to hit aid was run 33 f 

By Angels many and ftrong, who ihterpotM 
iDefenfe, while others bore him on their (hields 
Back to his chariot, where it ftood retired 
From off the files of war j there they him laid 
Onaftiing for anguifh and defpitc and (hame, 340 

To find himfelf not matchlcls, and his pride 
Humbled by fuch rebuke, fo far beneath 
His confidence to equal God in power. 
Yet foon he heaPd j for Spirits that live throughout 
Vital iii every part, not as frail man 345 

In entrails, heart or head, liver or reins, 
Cannot but by annihilating die ; 
Nor in their liquid texture mortal wound 
Receive, no more than can the fluid air I 
• All heart. they live, all head, all eye, all ear, 350 
All intellect, all fenfe ; and as they pleafe, 
They limb themfelvesi and color^ ihape or iize_ . 

Aifumei 
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ie» as likes them beft, condenHe or rare, 
an while in other parts like deeds defervM 
)rtal, where the might of Gabriel fought, 35$ 
^ith fierce enligns pieir'd the deep array 
(oloch furious king; who him defyM, 
It his chariot wheels to drag him bound 
itcn'd, nor from the Holy One of Heaven 
in'd his tongue blafphcmous ; but anon 366 

cloven to the wallc, with fliatter'd arms 
imcouth pain fled bellowing. On each wing 
and Raphael his vaunting foe, 
gh huge, and in a rock of diamond armM, 
jifhM Adramelech, and Afmadai, 363 

potent thrones, that to be Icfs than Gods 
inM, but meaner thoughts learnM in their flighty 
;led with ghaiUy wounds through plate and mail, 
tood unmindful Abdiel to annoy 
ithcift crew, but with redoubled blow 37O 

and Arioch, and the violence 
amicl fcorch'd and blaftcd overthrew, 
ht relate of thoufands, and their names 
ize here on earth ; but thofe ele£l 
Is, contented with their fame in Heaven, 375 
not the praiic of men : the other fort, 
ght though wondrt)us and in a6Vs of war, 
f i-cnown If fs eager, yet by doom 
rPd fi*om Hcav*n and facrcd mcmoiy, 
Icfs in dark oblivion let them dwell. 380 

rength from truth divided and from juft, 
lable, nought merits but difpraife 
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: And ignoniiiyf yet to glotf tTpiitt 
Vain-glorieiniy iiimI tlurcmgli ii^famy fteks fancc 
Therefore eternal filence be their doom. 

And now their migbtieft queirda the battel fwcr 
With many an inroad gor*d| deformed rout 
EnterM, and foul diibrderi all the ground 
With ihiver*d armour Ibrown^ and on a heap 
lOhariot and charioteer lay overtum^d^ 
And iiery foaming fteedt ) what ftood^ recoird 
O'er-wearied) through the faint Satanic boft 
Defenfive fcarce, or with pale fear fiirpriz'dy 
Then firll with fear furpriz'd and Cbnfe of pain, 
JFlfd ignominiouty to fuch evil brought 
^y (in of difobedience» till that hour 
Not liable to fear or flight or pain. 
Far othcrwife th' inviolable Saints 
In cubic phalanx firm advanced entire, 
Invulnerable, impenetrably arm'd 5 ^ 

Such high advantages their innocence 
Gave them above their foes ; not to have finnM, 
Not to have difobcy'd ; in fight they ftood 
Unwearied, unobnoxious to be painM 
By wound, though from their place by violence mo^ 

Now night her courfc began, and over Heaven 
Inducing darkncfs, grateful truce impos'd, 
And filence on the odious din of war i 
Under her cloudy covert both retir'd, 
Vi£tor and vanquifh'd; on the foughten field 4 

Michael and his Angels prevalent 
■Jncamping, plac'd in guard their watches round, 

Cherw 
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Cherubic waving (irt% i on th* other pirt 

Satan with hi« rebetliout ditap)Kar*d» 

Fv in the dark diilodgM : and void of reft, 415 

His potentitcs to council callM by night | 

And in the midd thus undifmay^d began. 

O now in danger ti7\I» now known in arms 
Not to be ovtrpow*rM> Con\panions dear> 
^F^und wqrthy not of liberty alone, 410 

Too mean pretence, but what we more afTc^y 
Honor, dominion, glory and renown ; 
Who have fuftain'd one day in doubtful fight 
(And if one day, why not eternal days?) 
What Hcaven^s Lord had powVfuUeil to fend 415 
Againft us from about his throne, and judged 
SufHcient to fubdue us to his will, 
But pi-ovcs not fo t then fallible, it fcoms, 
Of future we may deem him, though till now 
Omnifcicnt thought* True is, lefs fii*mly arra*d, 430 
Some difadvantage we indur'd and pain. 
Till now not known, but known as foon contcmnM | 
Since now we find this our empyreal form 
Incapable of mortal injury, 

Imperifhable, and though piercM with woundt 435 
Soon clofmg, and by native vigor heaPd, 
Of evil then fo fmall as cafy think 
The remedy } perhaps more valid arms, 
Weapons more violent, when next we meet^ 
May ferve to better us, and worfe our foes» 440 

Or equal what between us made the oddS| 
In nature none t if other hidden caufe 

Left 
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Left them fuperior, while we can prefeive 
Unhurt our minds and underftanding tounA, 
Due fearch and eonfultatton will dlfcloft. 

He fat I aad in th* aflembly next upftood 
Nifroch, of Principalities the prime 1 
As one he ftood efcapM from cruel fightf 
Sore toiPdy his riven arms to haroc bewOf 
'And cloudy in afp^A thus anfwVlng fpaktf. 
Deliverer from new Lords, leader to firee 
Enjoyment of our right as Gods } yet hard 
For Gods, and too unequal work we UnA, 
Againft unequal arms to fight in pMi, 
Ak:ainft unpain*d, impafllve j f^om which evil 
Kuin nnift needs enfue } for what avails 
Valor or ftrcngth^ though matchlcAi, quclPd witt 
Which all fubduet, and makes remifs the hands 
Of mighticft? Senfc of plcafurc wc may well 
"Spare out of life perhaps, and not repine, 
Jhit live content, which is the calmeft lifci 
But pain is perfcft mifery, the word 
Of evils, and exccflfivc, overturns 
All patience. He who therefore can invent 
"With what more forcible we may offend 
Our ycl unwoundcd enemies, or arm 
Ourfcivcs with like dcfenfc, lo me defcrves 
No U'Ch than for deliverance what wc owe. 

Whereto with look composed Satan rcply'd. 
Not uninvcnted that, which thou aright 
Bcrliev'ft fo main to our fuccefs, I bring. 
Which of us who beholds the bright furfucc 
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Of this ethercout mold whereon wc ftandy 

This continent of fpacious Hcav'n, adorn'd 

With plant, fruit| How'r nmbrofiali gems and gold ; 

Whole eye ib I'upcrficially furvcys 

Thclc things* as not to mind from whence they grow 

Deep under ground^ materials dark and crude^ 

Of fpiritous and fiery fpumc, till touched 

Wjth Heaven's ray, atid tempered they (lioot forth 4S0 

So beauteous, opening to the ambient light ? 

Thel'e in their daik nativity the deep 

Shall yield us pregnant with infernal flame { 

Which into hollow engins long and round 

Thick-rammM, at th' other hore with touch of fire 

Diluted and infuriate, fliall feml forth 

From far with thinuPring noife among our foes 

Such implements of milVhicf, as fliall dafli 

To pieces, and overwhelm whatever (lands 

Adverfe, that they (hall fear wc have difarm'd 490 

The Thund'rer of his only ilrcadcil bolt. 

Nor long fliall be our labor j yet ere dawn, 

Kflcd Ihall end our wiflu Mean while revive j 

Abandon fear; to Ihrngth and counfel jofn'd 

Think nothing hard, much Icfs to be dcfpairM. 4^5 

lie eniled, and his words their drooping chcar 
InlightonM, and their languilhM hope reviv'd, 
Th' invention all admirM, and each, how he 
To he th' inventor mifs'd } fo eafy* it feenrd 
Once found, which yet unfound molt would have thought 
Impoflible : yet haply of thy race 
In future days, if malice fliould abound^ 

Somo 
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Some one intent on mifchtef, or infpirM 

With (icviliih machination, might dertfe 

Like inftniment to plague the font of men 505 

For An, on war and mutual flaughter bent. 

Forthwith from council to the work they flcwi 

None arguing ftood ; innumerable hands 

Were ready j in a moment up they tum*d 

Wide the ccleftial foil, and faw beneath 510 

Th' originals of nature in their crude 

Conception ; fulphurous and nitroui foam 

They found, they mingled, and with fubtle art, 

C()nco£led and aduftcd they reduced 

To blackcft grain, and into ftore convcy'di 515 

Part hidden veinii diggM up (nor hath this earth 

■KntraiU unlike) of niincnil and ftonc, 

Whereof to found their cn^ins and their balU 

Of miflivc ruin ; part incentive reed 

Provide, pernicious with one touch to fire, 510 

So :ill ere diiy-fprinf;, undor ronfclous night. 

Secret they finifhM, and in order fet, 

With iilent lircuinlpedion uncf])yM. 

Ntjw when fair morn orient in Hcnv'n ap)>ear\!, 
TTp role the virtor Angels, and to arms 515 

'] he jnatin trumpet fung: in arms they rtood 
Of golden panoply, refulgent holt, 
Soon bandeii j others from the dawning hills 
Look'd round, and fcouts each coall light-armed fcour, 
1vM')\ (|uarter, to delcry the diftant foe, 530 

Where lodg'd, or whither fled, or if for fight, 
In motion or in halts him foon they met 

Under 
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Under fpixad eniignt moving nighy in low 
But firm bstulton } back with ijpecdieft (kil 
E«phiei» of Chembim the fwifbA wiag» $3^ 

Came fly^ing* and in mid air aloud thut cry*d. 

Ai*m» Warriorf, arm for fight { the foe at hand» 
Whom fled we thought^ wiii lave «• long purfuit 
This day ; fear not hit flight ; fo thick a oloiid 
He comes » and fettled in hit face I &e 544 

Sad refoiiition and fecure > let each 
His adamantin coat giixl well, and each 
Fit well his helm, gripe fafl his orbed fliieidv 
Borne cv'n or high } for this day will pour downy 
If I conjefhire ought, no drisling fliower, 5^5 

But rattling fbrm of arrows barb'd with fire. 

So wam'd he them aware themfclvet, and ibon 
In oiHier, quit of all impediment ; 
Inftant without dilturb they took alarm, 
And onward movM imbattel'd t when behold 559 
Not diftant far with heavy pace the foe 
Approaching grois and huge, in hollow cube 
Training his devilifh enginry, impaled 
On every fide with (hadowing fquadront deep» 
To hide the Fraud. At interview both flood 555 
A while { but fuddenly at head appeared 
Satan, and thus was heard commanding loud. 

Vanguaixl, to right and left the front unfold j 
That all may fee who hate us, how we ieok 
Peace and compofure, and with open breaft 566 

Stand ready to receive them, if they like 
Our overtttr«i and turn not baok^peivjivfti 

But 




Do w yciiilitf la iiwifi»< diir Milf UtmM ' ' i? ^''r; 
wyviM yraptaM, : «kl4o«d tiMir allwf Mm • 

Haaciiiii<tHm4D«ighft««lMitibtftMit -ii 
Mridid, ftiidto4MMrflMainMk^Ai:i i * . . >..<' >§f^ 
Which Co onr tytM ililbowk'*d« nov. iai hnmgt^.^, , 
A triple motutfedioir of ^ilkniiud *% • •!.?.; . 
On whctli(te lifc«ito pUkn a^c<k.tln|ifiMl14?^ 
Or hdMoir'd iMdiM JiMidt «f oakoc Ai!» : 
Hj^th bnaehM lopt, ia wood ^roMMAmStM^ • gfg 
Braftf iron*' ftony moUf had iMt«thab'Ao)|dw' i ^» 
Withiudeouf qMct gapM on tst wide. 
Portending hollow tntce t at each behind 
A Seraph ftood, and in his hand a reed 
€tood waving tipt with fire j while we Aifpenie 5! o 
ColIe6led flood within our thoughts amusM, 
Not long* for fudden all at once their reeda 
Put forth, and to a narrow vent apply^d 
With iftceft touch* Itpmediate in a flame, 
B«t foon ohfcur'd with fmoke, all Heaven appear'4 ^ 
From thofe deep throated engint belch*d« whoft roar 
ImboweFd with outrageous noife the air. 
And all her entrails tore, diigorging fbtil 
Their dcvilifli glut^ chained thunderbolts and hail 
iDf iron globes.^ which .on the viftor hoft 590 

LevelM, with ftich impetuous fury fmote. 
That whon^ t)^ bit, noQe.oa thiir feet might ftand,.. 

Hiottgk 
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Though Handing elTe ai rocks, but down they fell 

By thoufandii, Angel on Arch-Angel rotlM ; 

JThc fooncr for their arm* j unarmed they might 595 

Have vafily as Spi'rits evaded fwift 

By quick contraction or remove ; but now 

Foul diflipation foIlowM and forcM rout j 

Nor ferv*d it to relax their ferried files. 

What ftiould they do ? if on they rufhM, rcpulfc 6oo 

Repeated, and indecent overthrow 

Doublet!, would render them yet more dcfpis'd. 

And to their foes a lau|;hter j for in view 

Stood runk\l of Seraphim another row, 

In pofture to difplodc their fccond tire 605 

Of thunder I back defeated to return 

They worfe abhoriM. Satan behebl their plight, 

And to his mates thus in derifion culPd. 

O Friends, why come not on thefc vigors proud ? 
Ercwhile they fierce were coming) and when wc, Cio 
To entertain them fair with open front 
Anil breaft (what couM we more ?) propounded terms 
Of comiKjfition, ftrait they changM their minds, 
Flew off, and into ftrangc vagaries fell. 
As they would dance ; yet for a dance they fecmM 61 5 
Somewhat extravagant and wiUl, perhaps 
For joy of olfcrM peace 1 but 1 fuppofe. 
If our propofals once again were heard, 
}^9 Hiouid compel them to a quick rcfult. 

To whom thus Bcliai in like gamefome q 
Leader, the terms wc fent were tcrmi 
Qf hard contcntt| and full of force \ 

VOL.I. O 
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Such as we might perccire amut'd them all, 
And itumhlcd many; who receives them rights 
liad need from head to foot well underiland ^ 4%$ 

Not underitood, this gift they have befides, 
I'hcy (how ui when our foet walk not upright. 

So they among themfelves in pleafant vein 
Stood fcoffing, highten'd in their thoughts beyond 
All doubt of vi£lory ; eternal might 6j9 

To match with their inventions they prefum'd 
So cafy\ and of his thunder made a fcom. 
And all his hoft derided, while they ftood 
A while in trouble i but they ftood not longi 
Kagc prompted them at length, and found them armi 6%$ 
Aj^ainit fuch helliHi mifchief fit to* oppofe. 
Forthwith (behold the excellence, the power, 
Which God h;Uh in his mighty Angels placed) 
Their anns nv/ay they threw, and to the hilU 
(For Earth haih this varitiy from Heaven 640 

Of plearvuc fituate in hiil viui dale) 
Lif;ht as tlic li^litning j^limpfe they ran, they flew 5 
From their foundations loofning to and fro 
Tluy pliicl/d ihc fcated hills with all their load, 
Kocks, waters, woods, and by the (haggy topi 645 
(Jp-iiftin;; bore thcni in tlieii hands: Amaze, 
l>c lure, and terror IcisM the rebel hoft, 
WlicM coming townnis tliem fo dread they faw' 
Tlic bottom of the mountains upward tum'dj 
Till on tlujl'e curfed enji^ins triple-row 6^0 

They faw them whelni'd, and all their confidence 
Under the weight of mountains buried deep; 

Thcmfclvct 
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Themfelves invaded next, and on their heads 
Main promontories flung, which in the air 
C^ume (hadowingy and opprcfsM whole legions arm*d ; 
Their armour helped their harm, cru(h'd in and bruis'd 
Into their fubftance pent, which wrought them pain 
Implacable, and many a dolorous groan, 
Long ftrugling underneath, ere they could wind 
X)ut of fuch pris'n, though Spi*rits of pureft light, 66« 
Pureft at flrft, now grofs by finning grown. 
The reft in imitation to like arms 
Betook them, and the neighbVing hilU uptore | 
So hills amid the air encountered hills 
Harrd to and fro with jaculation dire, 665 

That under ground they fought in difmal (hadei 
Infernal noife ; war feem^d a civil game 
To this uproar ; horrid confufion heaped 
Upon ^onfiifion rofe 1 and now all Heaven 
Ha^ gone to wrack, with ruin overfpread; 670 

Had not th^ almighty Father, where he fits 
Shrink in his fan^ary of Heav'n fecure, 
Confulting on the Turn of things, forefeen 
This tumult, and permitted all, advised s 
That his great purpofe he might fo i 
To honor his anointed Son avenged 
Upon his enemies, and to declare 
All powV on him transferrM : 
Th' afleflfor of his throne he thq|i4 
. Effulgence of my glory, 
Son in whofe face invi£ble it I 
Viilblyy ydiatbydctt]Fl«i^^ 
Oi 




And in Wlioft Innd wbttlijr'aetirto I io. 
Second Onnupotenee* two dajfH' lub'fiil^ * ' ''■ 
Tw0 ivftf u we eompiite Aft dtjrt'of HnrH% '^J 
'Binee Mkhael and his Poihv inht Affdi tp nm ' 
Thdb ^obedient t ib^ litdi bctt Aair iglil^ 
At likdkft wtty wlMtwdAtebfocn'nttmMi 
For to thcmfchet I leArtiiem, and'tlMm ioMw^- 
<ftqual in thdr cmtton Ai^ wenfonn^d, • "^ *<9d 

8aYcwhitfelitthiBqpdi^4 which 3fefcl uU ^ . 

Infenfibly, forl/uQMbd thidrdoomi 
WhenM fo popetnal ifight thcf iwidft amft hit 
Endleft, and no daiMicm wHl be ftvndi . 
t9fw wearied hath perfermM irhit wir en d% &'I^if 5 
And xo'di&iderM rage lit looft iht nini^ " 
With mountsunt at with weapont armM, whidi makei 
Wild work in Hear'n^ and dange*roai to the main. 
Two days are therefore paft, the third it diine { 
For thee I have ordainM it, and thut far 700 

Have fufferMy that the glory may be thine 
Of ending thit great war, fince none hat Thou 
Can end it. Into thee fnch virtue* and grace 
Immenfe I have transfutM, that all may know 
In Heav'n and Hell thy powV above compare { ■ 70 j 
And this perverfe commotion governed thna^ 
To manifeft thee worthieft to be Heir 
Of all thingt, to be Heir and to be King 
By facred un£^ion, thy deferved right. 
Go- then thou Mightieft in thy Father^t m^l^ yto 
Afcend my chariot, guide the rapid ^n^ieela 
That (hake HcavVi bafif| bring fertli lOl agr war» 
. ' ■ My 



Book VI. PARADISE LOST. 197 

My bow and thunder, my almighty aims 
Gird on, and fword upon thy puiflant thigh } 
Purfue thefe Tons of darknefs, drive them out 715 
From ail Heav'n's bounds into the utter deep 1 
Thei-c let them learn, as likes them, to defpifc 
God and MeHlah his anointed king. 

He faid, and on his Son with rays direfl 
Shone full; he all his Father full exprelVd 710 

Ineffably into his face received j 
And thus the filial Godhead anfw'ring fpake. 
O Father, O Supi-cmc of heavenly Thrones, 
Firft, Higheft, Holicil, Beft, thou always fcck*ll 
To glorify thy Son, I always thee, 715 

As is moft juft ; this I my glory* account. 
My exaltation, and my whole delight, 
That thou in mc well pleas \l, declar'll thy will 
Fulfilled, which to fulfil is all my blifs. 
^ccpter and pow'r, thy giving, I aflumc, 7 39 

And gladlier ihall refign, when in the end 
Thou (halt be all in all, and I in thee 
For ever, and in me all whom thou lov*ft c 
But whom thou hat'ft, I hate, and can put on 
Xhy terrors, as I put thy mildnefs on, 735 

Image of thee in all things ; and (hall Toon, 
Arm'd with thy might, rid Heaven of thefe rd>eU 
To their preparM ill manfiou driven down, 
To chains of darknefs, and th' undying woroii . 
Th;it from thy jurt obedience could revolt. 
Whom to obey is happinefs entire. 
Then Oiall thy Saints unmix'd, and i 
03" 



Far fepmi^.^Ikliar ttjf tiliiijr AnAiBt 

80 iiilt tie d*)9r lufe IbeplSbr fe#ifiK wft 
From &e iri^bl taihi 6f gl^ ^Rrtet U^^ 
And tlie third famd mom begam to Addfe^ fltfiid 
Dawning di»^^ kfctT*ii t fet^ toftMlM MliliiKiia 
^iiieclMriolc^Ilit&nialDdty, fj^ 

Flaihing thick flames. ^\M Mmn ifk^ MtHM; 
ItfelfinfipftwitkSpiiity h^amvofiL 
By four inusruBic ^a^i foUir tiieet ekh 
HadwdidM^i bilrithlbki( their bbdteadl 

Ofberil, «aii diirltoii^ jfix^i tiet#<eii i 

Over their hcadis a cryftal firmatecht, 

Whcr^ a jfkp&ir throne, inlaid with pore 

Amber, apd Colors of the ihow*ry arch. 

tie in ceieftial panoply all arm*d 7^ 

Of radiant 0riln, work divinely wrought, 

Afccnded j at hi% right hand viftory 

Sat eagle-wtng'd 5 befide him hnng his bow 

And quiver widi three-bolted thunder ftor'd. 

And from about him fierce eifaiion rolPd 765 

Of fmoke and bickering flame and Q>arklet dire : 

Attended with ten thoufand thoufand Saints, 

He onward came, far olF his coming ihonc ; 

And twenty thoufand (I their number heard) 

Chariots of God, half on each hand were feen : 776 

He on the wings of Cherub rode fnblime 

On tbeicry&iHn flcy, ia fa^ thron'd, 

niuflrioin 
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Illuilriout far and wide, but by his own 
Firft fccn ) them unexpected joy furprit'd^ 
When the great enfign of MelTiah blai'd 775 

Aloft by Angel 8 bornc» hia fign in Heaven | 
Under whofc conduit Michael foon i^uc'd 
His anny, circumfus'd on either wing» 
Under their Head imbodicd all in one. 
Jiefoi-e him |>ow*r divine his way prepared; 780 

At his command th* uprooted hills retired 
Each to his place j they heard his voice, and went 
Obfcquious i Heav*n his wonted face rencw'd, 
And with frelh flowerets hill and valley fraiPd. 
^rrkis faw his haplefs foes, but ftood obdur*d, 785 

And to rebellious fight rallied their Powert 
Infcnfate, hope conceiving from defpair. 
In heavenly SpiVits could fuch perverfenefs dwell ? 
But to convince the proud what (igns avail, 
Or wonders move th' obdurate to relent ? 790 

They hardened more by what might molt reclame. 
Grieving to fee his glory, at the fight 
Took envy j and afpiring to his highth. 
Stood reimbattel'd fierce, by force or fraud 
Weening to profper, and at length prevail 795 

Againft God and MefTtah, or to fall 
In univerfal loiin la(l ) and now 
To final battel drew, difdaining flight. 
Or faint retreat { when the great Son of God 
To all his ho(l on either hand thus fpake. 800 

Stand liill in bright array, ye Saints, here ftand 
Yc Angels arm*d, this day from battel reft j 

O 4. Faithful 
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Faithful hath been your wiffaiVf and of Ood 

Acccfrtcdy fcarleft in hU nghteo^M cwntCf 

And at ye hare Tcctiv*d, fo haTC yc done Us 

Invincibly ^ but of this ctukd crew 

The punifluncAt to other hand belong* $ 

Vengeance i» hit ^ or who(e be Ibk appoints i 

Number to this day*t work it not ordaia*d 

Nor multitude) ftand only and behold lio 

God*f indignation on the^ Godleft pourM 

By me j not you but me they hare defpii^d. 

Yet envied $ againft me ie all their rage, 

Becauie the Father^ t* whom in Heaven fnptmii 

Kingdom and powV and glory appertaJAi, 9ts 

Hath bonoi^d me according to hit will. 

Therefore to me their doom he hath a/lignM } 

'I'h^t they may have their wifh, to try with me 

In battel which the ftronger provct^ they all. 

Or I alone againft them, fincc by ftrcngth Sio 

They mcafure all, of other excellence 

Not emulom, nor care who them excels } 

Nor other ftrlfc with them do I vouchfafc. 

So rpakc the Son, and into terror chang*d 
iiin countenance too fevere to be beheld, I15 

And full of wrath bent on hit enemies. 
At once the Four fprcad out their ftarry wingt 
With dreadful fliadc contiguous, and the orbt 
Of hi«» fierce chariot rolTd, as with the found 
Of torrent floods, or of u numerous hoft. g^o 

III: on his impious foes right onward drove, 
C/loomy as ni^ht i under hit burning whccU 

The 
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The ftedfaft empyrean fliook throughout, 

All but the throne itfelf of God. Full foon 

Among them he ari-iv'd, in hit right hand 835 

Graiping ten thoufand thunders, which he fent 

Before hiin» fuch as in their fouls infixM 

Plagues i they aitonifh'd all rejiftance loft. 

All courage} down their idle weapons dropt) 

,40>r (hields and helms and helmed heads he rode 849 

Of Thrones and mighty Seraphim prodrate, 

That wiilf d the mountains now might be again 

Thrown on them as a fhelter from his ire. 

Nor lefs on either fide tempeltuous fell 

His arrows, from the fourfold -vifagM Four 84]$ 

Diftinfb with eyes, and frnrn the living wheeU 

Ditiinfb alike with multitude of eyes; 

One Spint in them ruPd, and every eye 

Glar'd lightning, and ihot forth pernicious fire 

Among th* accursM, that withered all their ftrength, 850 

And of their wonted vigor left them drained, 

Exhaufted, fpiritlcfs, afHiaed, fallen. 

Yet half his ftrength he put not forth, but checked 

His thunder in mid volyj for he meant 

Not to deftroy, but root them out of Heaven 1 855 

The overthrown he raisM, and as a herd 

Of goats or timorous flock together throngM 

Drove them before him thunder-ftruck, purfucd 

With terrors and with furies to the bounds 

And cryftal wall of Heaven, which opening wide, 86a 

Koird inwanl, and a fpacious gap dilclosM 

Into the waiteful deep } the monftrout fight 

Struck 



•M JtAlAOIlC;! fit's Mmf^ 

|lilirBlbl»lh»f«l|»0lliliV^| MM«^ H} 

gtimll>ii'diiiifi»^tNrtiwriiiifit»^ 
AI&ii^Miii ttttMHHitt HMi att^Mdiqi 

VHlF dMk MMMMWI^i M« w# Mn °Mw' OOMMk' 'v^V 

Nine days «My M ) MiiittndiA IMm ^1^ 
And h^mMi mMm k MwlrlMI 

InctmilMr'd blfli wridi f«ki< Mill it M ' 
IIEiiniMig Mtilr'^t jtfMB «rMt» at* ^^Attt^ilii^ 
Hdl tMI' il liMMkn fiMgkt «W^ ilt .^ ' 
Unquenchable, the hotife of wot tnd piffi« 
DifburdenM Httv's rejoicM, and foon refMtsr'd 
Her mural iNreach, returning whence it roird. 
^ole ti&jor from th* expulfion of hts foes tSo 

Meifiah hit triumpliaJ chariot turned i 
To meet him all hit Saintf, who fiknt ftood 
Eyt-witrteifefl of his almighty aflt, 
With jubilee advanced ; and at they went, 
$haded i^rith branching palm, each order bright^ U$ 
Sung triumph, and him fung victorious King, 
Son, Heir, and Lord, to him dominion given, 
W ortMeft to reign t he celebrated rode 
Triumphant through mid Heav'n, into the courts 
And temple of his mighty Father throned 9$o 

On high i who into glory him receiv*d. 
Where now 4^ fits at the ri^t hatid of blifs* 

Thus 
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Thus mcafuring things in Hcav'n by things on Tanh, 
At thy requefty and that thou may*ft beware 
By what is paft, to thcc I have revealM Sgs 

What might have clfc to human race been hid ; 
The difcord which bcfcl, and war in Heaven 
Among th' Angelic Powers, and the deep fall 
Of thofe too high afpinng, who rebelled 
With Satan j he who envies now thy ftate» 90^ 

Who now is plotting how he may fcduce 
Thee alfo from obedience, that with him 
Bcreav'd of happinefs thou may'ft partake 
Ill's puni/hment, eternal mifery j 
Which would be all his folace and revenge, 90 j 

As a defpite done againft the mod High, 
Thee once to gain companion of his woe. 
But liften not to his temptations, warn 
Thy weaker J let it profit thee to' have heard 
By terrible example the reward 91^ 

Of difobedience } firm they might have ftood. 
Yet fell I remember, and fear to tranfgrcfs. 
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illiU^Mfld«rM fiift cMtttii ilNttGodL aMrdto 
•xpcUing of Satan and bit Angda out or Bobhb, 
dcclaredhif pleafure to create anotlier worid and 
other creatures to dwell therein j fends his 8on wtA 
gloi7 and attendance of Ai)gels to perform the work 
of creation in fix days t the Angels celebrate with 
hymns the performance thereof, and bit reafcenfion 
into Heaven* 
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DESCEND from Ueav'n, Unnia» by that namt 
If rightljr thou art caird» whofe voice divint 
•"oUowing, above th' Olympian hill I foar» 
\bovc the flight of Pegai^an wing. 
Phe meaning* not the name I call i for thou | 

^or of the Mufet nine> nor on the top 
3f old Olympui dwoirft, but hcav'nly bom, 
before the hilU appear*d> or fountain flow'd» 
rhou with eternal Wifdom didit converfty 
ATifdom thy ftfter, and with her didft play |o 

n prefcnce of th' almighty Father, pleated 
i\^th thy celelHal fong. Up led by thee 
nto the Heav'n of Heav'ns ( have prefum*d» 
\n earthly gueft, and drawn empyreal airi 
Thy tempering; with like fafcty guided down 15 

Ictiirn mc to my native element t 
Mi from this flying fteed unrcin*d» (at onca 
icllcrophon, though from a lower clime) 
Difmountcd, on th' Alcian field I fall 
i(itix>neoui there to wander and forlorn. ae 

[lalf yet remains unfang, but narrower bound 
Williin the vi^f diunul fp)i«ra I 

Standi 



aoS PARADISE 7,0s T. BookVIf. 

Standing on earth, not rapt above the ]>oIc, i 

More fufe I fing with mortal voice, unchangM 

To hoarfc or mute, though fall'u on evil dayi, 15 

On evil days though falTn, and evil tongues; 

In darknefs, and with dangers compafs'd round. 

And folitude; yet not alone, while thou 

Vifit'fl my Humtiers nightly, or when morn 

Pill pics the enft: itili govern thou my fong, 30 

Urania, and fit audience fmd, though few. 

lint drive far off the barbarous diflbnance 

Of* Hacchus and Iur revelers, the race 

C)i that wild rout tint tore the Thracian bard 

I.M Kh()clo|K, where woods and rocks had cart 35 

''J'o rapture, till the favage clamor drowned 

Both h:ir|> and voice; nor could ihc Mufc defend 

}{".' fori. tSo fall not thou, who thee implores: 

lor thoti ait hcav'nly, ihc an empty dream. 

.'i.iy (hxIiIcCs, what cnfiicd wlu-n Raphael, 40 

7 111- :tfl;il>Ii: Aicli-An;.^cl, had forewarnM 

A<!:iin l;y dire example to I)tware 

ApoHaiy, by v/hat betel in Heaven 

To tliofi- ajioflatcs, Idf tlic !iki: bcf'al 

in l'ar.i(ljf"c: to Adam or Jiis rtcc ^j 

C'Ii:ir'/(l no! tf) tr.nf h tiic int'juiifled tree, 

n fhiy tnuil^Mcf:;, and fli^jht that i'ole command. 

So ii'.dly ohtyM amid tlic < lioicc 

()i :ill i-.iiii-'. vM'c to pliaf'c tlieir njjpctitc, 

'J }iom;'J) whikI rinjr. H,: with his conforted Eve $0 

'I \\r (lory heard attnitivc, ami was fillM 

With udmiialion an4 deep mule, to hear 

Of 
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OF things fo high ami ftrnngc, things to their tho\i<:ht 

So unimaginable as hate in Hea\'en, 

And war (6 near the peace of God in hlifs Sj 

With fuch confiifion : but the evil fuun 

Driven back redounded as a flood on thole 

From whom it Ipninp^, impolfible to mix 

With blcflcdnels. Whcnco Adnni foon n-pcnrd 

The doubts that in his heart arofc : and now 6« 

Led on, yet tinlels, with dciii-c to know 

What nearer might concern him, how this worl.I 

Of Hcav'n and Karth conlpiciious fiiit bi'g:»n, 

When, and whereof created, for wlvat caull-. 

What within Kden or without was done (, ^ 

Before his memory, as one whole drouth 

Yet Icarco tUayM IHII eyes the cun-cnt Itivam, 

Whole liquid murmur heard new thirft excites, 

rrocecdcil thus to alk his hcav'nly j^uclt. 

■ Great things, and full of wonder in our cars, 70 

Far ditfering fi-om this world, thou hall revcard, 

Divine interpi*ctcr, by favor lent 

Down fi*om the empyrean to forewarn 

Us timely* of what might elle have been our lofv, 

Unknown, which human knowledge could not uaeli : 

For which to th' inAnitely Good wc owe 

Immortal thanks, and his admonilhment 

Receive with folemn purpolb to obferve 

Immutably his fovran will, the end 

Of what %yc are. But lincc thou halt vouchfaf M 80 

Gently for our inftrudion to impart 

Things aboj/c caithly thought, which yet concerned 

. Vol. I, P Our 



Our ktmnumt. - »1>ig N t , wtfttoi ftwfdfa , 
Deign to ddcend ni^ Jlinrin;* ««4n!)^ . . 

yfluumiyiiolcApcriiipf anML^JuiowBf . 
Rowr firft began thb Ki(air'n .^vhich 1^ 
Diftant ib highf with moving fi^aflogii*d . 
Inmmicrablef «adtliia.wiMdi)riildtor>|iI#. . 
All ^tott the imbient air wide iaterfntM 
finbncing round thit florid earthy what caufii 
Mor*d the Creator in his My ni . 
Throipgh all elemitf ib late to I^BiU t 
In Chaoe, and the wqrh begua^ bow (boa . . • 
Ab(blY*dt if nnfoibidthonauqr*!; unfold 
Mfhat we not to explore the leoete aft 
Of hie eternal eni|Mref but the.more 
To magnify hit works, the more we know. 
Aud the great light of day yet wants to run 
Much of his race though ilecpi furpenfe in Heavei 
Held by thy voice, thy potent voice, ho hears* 
And longer will delay to heai* thee tell 
His generation, and the riiing birth 
Of Nature from the unapparent deep i -^ 

Or if the ftar of evening and the moon 
HaAe to thy audience, night with her will bring 
Silence, and deep lift*ning to thee will watch. 
Or we can bid his abfence, till thy fong 
' End, and difmiCs thee ere the morning /bine. 
Thus Adam his illuftrious gueft befoughtt 
And thus the Godlike Angel anfwer^d mild* 
This alfo thy reqtieft with caution aik*d 
Obtains though to locount aknighty worke 
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What words or tongue of Semph can iuflloe* 

Or hoiirt of man f uHice to comprehend } 

Yet what thou canit attain, which beft may fenre 1 1 5 

To glorify the maker, and infer 

Thee alfo hnppicr, (hull not be withheld 

Thy hearing, fuch commiflion from above 

1 have rcceiv'd, to anfwer thy dcfirc 

Of knowledge within boumU { beyond abftain ii* 

To alk, nor let thine own invention hope 

Thing* not reveaPd, which th* invifible King, 

Only omnifcicnt, hath fupprefaM in night. 

To none communicable in Karth or Heaven 1 

Enough ia left bcfidct to fearch and know. 115 

But knowledge it at food, and needf no left 

Her temperance over appetite, to know 

In meafure what the mind may well contain} 

OpprelTcs clfc with furfcit, and Toon turnn 

Wifdom to folly\ as nourifhmcnt to wIimI. j^« 

Know then, that after Lucifer from Ucaven 
(So call him, brighter once amidft the hntt 
Of Angels, than that (lar the Ihus among) 
Fell with his flaming legions thio\igh the deep 
Into Itis place, and the great Sun rcturnM 135 

Vi£\orious with his Saints, th' omnipotent 
Ktcrnal Father from his thw>nc beheld 
Their multitude, and to his Son thu^ fpake. 

At lead our envious foe hath failM, who thoui;ht 
All like himl'elf rebelliouSf by whofe aid 140 

This inacccffible high ftrength, the feat 
Of deity fupremcy ut diitM>frefu'di 
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Ilr truncd to have fcizM, and into fratiti 
Drew ninny, whom their place knowk here no more; 
Yet far the greater part have kept, I ite 145 

'I'hcii flrition, llcav'n yet populous ix-taint 
Ni.hiIkt lulficicnt to jwIIWh her rcalmt 
1 luiii^'Ji \vi«le, :in»l thin hi;^h tcinplr to ficcpient 
With ininilttiics due and lbli*mii ritci: 
Kilt left hii hcaii exalt him in tin* h.irm 150 

/Mic;icly <l..iK-, to liavi: dilpe«iplcd ilfav'n, 
Mv d:imaf;c fondly ilecni'il, I can rrpair 
'1 I: it dctiiincnt, if fnch it be to lofe 
* riflwit, und in a moment will create 
Afu>t!>et v.-urlil, out of om- man a race J55 

('f turn iiuiMiurable, ihni lo dwi-ll, 
'.■-'. I.cvi-, I'M \>'; Cr\'Vvn. ill' iii'Mft !.M-d 
1 11 V < )•''«» t«' t!uiii!»lv>' .it lcn,;:li liir- v. .ly 
I ;> }..;;,' 1-, i-iwli! loii" oil' (lu in c liy'fl, 
A?;d )• iifh I .■ ( .i'ii'i/(! to if' iv n, :'ihl Ili.iv'n to Earth, 
(lie kir'.^.dwrii, ji y uiui iinioii without iiul. 
Mv;i:i wlilir itil.-iI'M l::'f, y»: I*i»'.vi-. of Hr;ivcn, 
/\!i.l !':■ 11 iiiy \\»»ivl, lu/;ottc-n Son, by thee 
! 1,1. I piii<<iin, l[u\x\. tb.oti, .mil In it donr: 
Mv « '. . :(h:ido'.vM»'* S|.i"iif :md mi);lif with Itlce t6$ 
i f-ni :ilfiT\!.; 1. !'.■ Iciih, nnd bid tli.: dvcp 
\'.ifl..i; .ijj)fM!i: .1 btMiiitlh !)i' Uciiv'n and l-larth, 
]■)..••• ! 1-. thr <Iriji, JMCiiiie I uni who till 
Im?.!'.;m li*, nur v.iruoir. the fpa«r. 
'1 !ii/ii li f iii.i ill -.rilf iil>M jnyf,.If ritire, 170 

j\\.i\ ,'ii; noi l.itli ujy '^otidurrs which is fite 
I u a.i wi n-ji, ncc(.iilty and chance 

Approach 
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Approach not me, and whit I will it fate. 

So fpakc th' Almighty, ind to what he Tpake 
Hi* Word, the filial Godhead, gave eft'c^V. 175 

Immediate are the a^U of God, more fwifc 
Than time or motion, but to human cart 
Cannot without proccr» of fpccch be told, 
So told as earthly notion can receive. 
.Great triumph and rejoicing was in Heaven, it# 

When fuch was heard declared th* Almightv^s will i 
Glory they Tung to the moK High, good-will 
To future men, and in their dwellings peaces 
Glory to him, whofc jult avenging ire 
Had di'iven out th* ungodly from his fight 1S5 

And th' habitations of the jui( \ to him 
Glory and prailc, whofc wil'dom had oidain'd 
Good out of evil to create, inllvad 
Of Spi'ritH malign a better r.icc to brlnp; 
Into their vacant room, and thence (litfufo i^io 

His good to worlds and ages infuiitc. 

So fang the Hlcnirchies t Mean while tlif Son 
Oh his great expedition now appcni'd. 
Girt with omnipotence, with rudiancc crowned 
Of majefty divine) fapience and love 19'; 

Immenfe, and all his Father in him (hone. 
About his chariot numberlcfs were pourM 
Cherub und Seraph, Potentate* and Thrones, 
And Virtues, winged Spi'rits, and chariots winj'.M 
From til' armoury of God, where (land of old aoo 
Myriads between two brazen mountains lodg*d 
Againft a foicmn day, harnefs'd at hand, 

P 3 CclcltiAl 



CtkMtl9qt§ratB$ mdm^timmtortk^ '■ i*- ^^^ 
SpoBtiMtftiit ferwMiii«M«|Mt'lii^ v-: 

IAtttndintMtlMrLbiilv JtMP^ 
Her ever dorisf gsteif iMnwrnlttfi tfnmi ' 
Ob g«4dtn hfogH iiioHfiir» «»i«t ftM* 
TIm lUng of GloryliiliU powerful Wbf4 • 
.(kna Spirit comfaig to cftit»'ftHf«r «p)Mi<b. 
V>^ lw«r*rity gimiid their Aootft^ihd Ihim tiA» f^ 
rriw^ Ticei^^ «h« vaft immytrfiBle ib^ 
Ovtngedtft u ft ftfti ^i wftfcfal; wffd/ ' 

AiMlAis^fwftrefi aimiHintiiiiif, tbiAtiK^' '•' 
fi&nvVt Mghtii^ ftnd witb 4e cent^ nifjx .M^iiH 
Silenee^ ye trmi^led wavet/ and liiou ^eep, ftel 
Said then th* omnific Won!, your difcord end : 
Nor ftay'd, hut on the wings of Cherubim 
Uplifted y in paternal glory rode 
Far into Chaos, and the world unborn j 
For Chaos heard his voice s him all his trata 
FollowM in bright proccflion to behold 
Creationy and the wonders of his might. 
Then ftay'd the fervid wheel s» and in his hand 
He took the golden compalTcs, prepared 
In God's eternal ftorc^ to circumfcribe 
This univcrfe, and all created things : 
One foot he center*d, and the other tum'd 
Jlound through the vail profundity obfcure. 
And faidy Thus far extend, thus far thy bounds^ 
This be thy juft circumference, O world. 
Tlhit God the Heav'n created, thoi the Earth, 

M 
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ring hit great work, that it was good i 

celeftial bodies firft the fun 
.hty fphere he fi-am'd, uniightfome firft, 355 
rh of ethereal mold : then form'd the moon 
iCf and every magnitude of ftars» 
3w'd with ilars the Heav'n thick as a field i 
ht by far the greater part he took» 
)lanted from her cloudy (hrine, and plac'd 3€« 
fun's orby made porous to receive 
rink the liquid light, firm to retain 
ither'd beams, great palace now of light. 

as to their fountain other flars 
ing, in their golden urns draw light, 365 

encc the morning planet gilds her horns } 
fturc or refie^^ion they augment 
final 1 peculiar, though from human fight 
remote, with diminution feen. 
1 his eaft the glorious lamp was feen, 370 

; of day, and all th' horizon round 
d with bright rays, jocond to. run 
igitude through Heav*n*s high road ; the gray 

and the Pleiades before him dancM 
ng fweet influence : lefs bright the moon 375 
pofit in IcvclM weft was fet 
rror, with fiill face borrowing her light 
liim, for other light (he needed none 
: arp6£V, and ftill that difhmce keeps 
ght| then in the eaft her turn (he fhines, 3^0 
M on Heav'n's great axle, and her reign 
:houfand lefler lights dividual holds, 

With 
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Witi) thoufaml thotifsmd ftam, that then ftppcarM 
SpHii^^linf; the h'-mifphcrct then firft n(lorn*d 
With their liright iuminaricn that Tct nnd rofc, %%^ 
(flud cveniiif; and f;l:id morn crowned (he fourth ihy. 

And Ciud iaid, Ixt the wnteri generate 
Kcptil with ffawn ahundnnf, living foiih 
And let fowl Hy above the earth, with wings 
JDiCplay'd on the* oprn finnuincnt of Heaven. %tfO 
And ('.t)t\ rn-atcd the great whalcH, and each 
Soul living, c:ich that civpt, which plenteoully 
'I lie wntrta fM-nrratrd by their kindfiy 
And cv i-y hini of wing after hin kind) 
Antl iiiw that it waH good, and hlcftM thcniy fayingt 
Jic fruitful multiply, and in the fcaH 
And lukrM and riinnin;^ lirrnntH t)ie watem fill; 
And li-l the low! !)(• nniliiplyM, on ih' railh. 
T'otlliwith tlic ioinid:t .'ind li.tH, t::i( h cicc-k and hay 
With fiy innuincraiilc Iwaini, and nmali 4';0 

Of iiiU tiiat witli tlicii (tn<> ;iiid Hiinin;; fcalcH 
Ciiidc under the green wave, in feull'* tliat oft 
Hank tlir mid i'ra : pait lin^de or with mate 
(iia/e ilir (ea werd ilicir paHurcr, and thrtiU^di |;rovr* 
Oi (oral Hi ay, or (poitin", witli t|uiek glatw e 405 

kilxjw to the iun tl)eir v/av'd (oats dropt with gold^ 
()i in their ]K-aily (h( lli. at eal'e, attend 
MniM nutiiniejit, or mnler unk,; ihcir food 
In joiiKed ainunn wateh : on rnu)otli tlie. ('< ul^ 
And Ix-nded dol|iliinH play: pait IiU)/: oi' hulk 410 
Wallowing', unwieldy', enornioiih in ihtir j;ale 
iVnipefl tiu- ocean: theie U viathaui 

Iluiicft 
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:ft of living creatures, on the deep 
ch'd like a promontory fleeps or fwims 
feems a moving land, and at his gills 415 

vs jn, and at his tnnik fpouts out a Tea. 
n while the tepid caves, and fens and fhores 
ir brood as numerous hatch, from th' egg that (bos 
ling with kindly rupture forth difclos'd 
r callow young, but feather'd foon and Aedge 410 
y fummM their pens, and foaring th' air fublimc 
a clang defpis'd the ground, under a cloud 
rofpett ; there the eagle and the ftork 
rlifFs and cedar tops iheir eyries build: 
loofly wing the region, part more wile 42^; 

>mmon, rangM in figure wedge their way, 
ligcnt of fcafons, and fet forth 
ir aery caravan high over feas 
ig, and over lands with mutual wing 
ig their flight ; fo Iteers the pnident crane 430 
annual voyage, borne on winds j the air 
;$,. as they pafs, fann'd with unnumberM plumes : 
1 branch to branch the fmaller birds with fong 
:'d the woods, and fpread their painted wings 
ev'n, nor then the folemn nightingale 435 

'd warbling, but all night tun'd her foft lays ; 
rs on filver lakes and rivers bathM 
T downy breaftj the fwan with arched neck 
^een her white wings mantling proudly, rows 
ftate with oary feet j yet oft they quit 440 

dank, and rifmg on ftiff pennons, tower 

mid a^eal flcy i Others on ground 

WalkM 
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WalkM firm \ the crefted cock whofe clarion founds 
The iilcnt liouis, and th' other whofe gsiy train 
Adomt him, colored with the florid hue 445 

Of niinhows and ftarry* eyei. The waters thus 
With fifh replenifliM, and the air with fowl. 
Evening and morn foleinnizM the fifth day. 

The fixth, and of creation laft arofe 
With evening harps and matin, when God faid, 459 
Let th* earth bring forth foul living in her kind, 
C:ittlc and creeping things, and beaft of th* earth. 
Each in their kind. The earth obeyM, and'ftrait 
0{M:ning her fertil womb teemM at a birtli 
Innumcrous living creatures, perM\ forms, 455 

LimbM and full grown i out of the ground up rofe 
Ah fiom his lair the wild heart whci-c he wuns 
In iorcft wild, in thicket, brake, or den j 
Anumj; the trcef? in pnirs they rofe, they walkM: 
The cattel in the fielils and meadows green : 460 

Thole rare and I'olitaiy, thei'c in flocks 
Paitiiring at once, and In broad herds iipfpning. 
'J'hc grady clods now ralv'd, now half appear'd 
'J'h( lawny Jion, pawinj."; to get free 
His iiindir paits, tlun fprinjjjs as broke from bonds. 
And rampant Ihakci his blinded manej the ounce. 
Till lib!);id, and the ii[;c-r, ab the mole 
KlliiiK, the ti'.Mid)led caitb above them threw 
Jji lii.iofb: the iwitt ita;; lioni under ground 
Hi»n- ii|) Ills branching head : Icarce from his mold 470 
Jifjicmoth blg]L^<'lt born ol earth uphtavM 
Jii% viiitut i» : ilcrcM the hocks and bleating rofe^ 

A» 



9ookVII, PARADISE LOST. 113 
As plants 3 ambiguous between Tea and land 
The river horfe and fcaly crocodile. 
At once came forth whatever creeps the ground, 475 
Infefl or worm : thofe wav*d their limber fans 
For wingSy and fmalleft lineaments exa£l 
In all the liveries deckM of fummer's pride 
With fpots of gold and purple', azure and green : 
Thefe as a line their long dimenfion drew, 4S6 

Sti*eaking the ground with fmuous trace) not all 
Minims of nature j fomc of ferpent kind, 
Wondrous in length and coi'pulencc, involved 
Their fnaky folds, and added wings. Firft crept 
The parfimonious emmet, provident 485 

Of futui'e, in fmall room large heart inclo8M» 
Pattern of juft equality perhaps 
Hereafter, join'd in her popular tribes 
Of commonalty : fwarming next appeared 
The female bee, that feeds her hu(band drone 490 
Dclicioufly, and builds her waxen cells 
With honey ftor'd : the reft are numberlefs. 
And thou their natures know'ft, and gave them names, 
Necdlefs to thee repeated } nor unknown 
The ferpent fubtleft beafl of all the field, 495 

Of huge extent fometimes, with brazen < 
And hairy mane temfic, though to tho^ 
Not noxious, but obedient at thy call. 
Now Heav'n in all her glory (hone. 
Her motions, as the great firft Mo 
Firft wheeled their courfe i earth 
Coni*ummate lovely fbii'd} airj 
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i^y fowl, Aih, bcafty was flown, was fwuniy was walkM 

j' ricjU'jnt -f and of the iixth clay yet remaitiM $ 

^J'hcrc wanted yet the nialter work, the end 505 

Of all yet done } a creature who not prone 

And brute as other creatures, but indued 

With 1 anility of reafon, might creel 

lii . ilaturc, and upright with front fcrcne 

i;ovcrn ihc reil, iclf-kuowiii^, and from thence 510 

Mn^riianiint^UK to corrcfiiond with Heaven^ 

j;wt jM'iittfiil to ackiiov/lcd^e whence his good 

J)i icinds, thither with heart and voice and eyes 

I»lHttf:d in devotion, to adore 

/\.\\'\ \v(niWi\i Ciod fiiprj-jntr, who mnde him chief 515 

Of all liife workk : thcixforc th' Omnipotent 

Ltv'i'ivil t'.ithcr (f'lV wheje i;, not he 

J'l' I'l.t r) tliiis to hi-. Son audibly Ipak'-. 

Li t us ni:ikc now Mm in dmv iin.i^^c, Man 
1., oiii- rnnllitudf, and kt tficni rule 510 

<).', till.- fiOi anil fowl of fc-.'i iind all, 
]■ ;? lA' t:ic field, and over all tlu- caith, 
/\i.l t.iiy (.rctj)in^^ thin;; that (.mps the gionnil. 
'I '■:■. ('aid, he foiin (1 tluf, Adum, thee, () Man, 
[)vA\ of :h'- iMout:;l, vv.d in tliy iu;ltiil., brcath'd 515 
'Ih<- hrcalh of Kf'j in hi-, own iiiiMi/- he 
( ;f:i!»(l .hr«:, in the ilnii;'/- of C'ji)<\ 
l.Ayiil-.j and thou bccanrH a llvin;^ foul. 
M d<- he ercale-l th<<-, hut thy eoiJoii 
i f.rj-l' fo!- r:u'-j tlj.ii hh-lsM mankind, and faid, 530 
li. tiMiitful, niuhijily, an 1 fill t lit: earth, 
buhduc it, und th:oU!;houl dominion huld 

Over 



Book VII. PARADISE LOST. 125 

Over fifh of the fea, and fowl of th' air, 

And every living thing that moves on th' caith. 

Wherever thus created, for no place 535 

Is yet diftinfl by name, thence, as thou know'ft. 

He brought thee into this delicious grove, 

This garden, planted with the ti*ces of God, 

Dele£lablc both to behold and talk j 

And freely all their pleafimt fruit for food 540 

Gave thee; all forts arc here that all th' earth yields 

Variety without end; but of the tree, 

Which tailed works knowledge of good and evil, 

Thou may'ft not j in the day thou eat'll, thou dy'll ; 

Death is the penalty impos'd, beware, 545 

And govern well thy appetite, hi\ Sin 

Surprife thee, and her black attcndcnt Death. 

Here finilh'd he, and all that he had m.iilc 
VicwM, and behold all was entirely good ; 
$0 ev'n and morn accomplished the fixth day : 550 

Yet not till the Creator from his work 
Defifting, though unwearied, up returned, 
Up to the Heav'n of Heavens his high abode, 
Thence to behold this new created world 
Th* addition of his empire, how it fhowM 55^ 

In profjK^ from his throne, how good, how fair, 
Anfwering his great idea. Up he rode 
Followed with acclamation and the found 
Symphonious of ten thoufand harps that tun'd 
Angelic harmonies : the earth, the air 560 

Refounded, (thou remember'tt, for thou heardft) 
The Heav'ns and all the conftellatigns rung, 

Vol. I. Q^ The 
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Wbik ifa^ bnglM pimp nfcnuieil jubitutu 
0|ietif ^c evcriifiiof guci* dtey Tung,. 
Opeiip ff Bow'fUp y0uf llvrnf; joon ^ [li in 
Tfc* jrea! Ci^tor fmm liti work retm^M 
Migliiiieriit, hU (i% dap wcrk, a world i 
0|itti, iJii licnccfoiih of\ I fur God v^ilj deigo 
T^ viltt ofl ilie dwtHIiigv of jyJI mrn 

TliiUicr will knti Hit wini^il mcfltni^ert 
On etTindi of Aipcmol grtce. So fting 
Tilt f l^rmut frmin ftfcrnding i He througli Bcif 
TItat ape II '4 wiile h«r Mueiiiie pontlt, led, 

Tn f:. !' -'M-'T *: V" '- -.'t tf;^ ,,-- ,^ 

A broad and ample road, whofe duft it gold 

And pavement ilar$» at (lars to thee appear. 

Seen in the galaxy* that milky way. 

Which nightly ai a circling zone thou fteft 

Powder d with ftart. And now on earth the feirtt 

Evening arofe in Eden, for the fun 

Wat fet* and twilight from the eaft came on , 

Forerunning night j when at the holy mount 

Of Heav*n'i high feated top, th* imperial throne 

Of Godhead, fixM for ever firm and Aire, 

The filial PowV arrivM, and fat him down 

With hit great Father, for he alfo went 

Invifible, yet ftay'd, (fuch privilege 

Hath Omniprefcncc) and the work ordainM, 

Author and end of all things, and fVom work 

Now retting, bleft'd and hallow'd the ftv^nth day, 
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As refttng on ^it day from all his work» 

But not in iilence holy kept ; the hirp 

Hsbd work and refted not, the folonn pipe, 595 

And dalcimer, all organs of fweet ftop. 

All founds on fret by iring or golden wire 

Tcmpcr'd foft'tunings» intermixed with voice 

Choral or uniibn : of incenfe clouds 

Fuming from golden cenfers hid the mount. 600 

Creation and the fix days a£ts they fung» 

Great are thy works, Jehovah, infinite 

Thy pow'r 5 what thought can meafure thee, or tongue 

Relate thee ? greater now in thy return 

Than from the giant Angels ; thee that day 605 

Thy thunders magnify'd j but to create 

Is greater than created to deftroy. 

Who can impair thee, mighty King, or bound 

Thy empire ? eafily die proud attempt 

Of Spirits apollate and their counfels vain (S 10 

Thou haft rcpell'd, while impioufly they thought 

Thee to diminifli, and from thee withdraw 

The number of thy worfhipers. Who freki 

To leffen thcc, againft hh pitrpofc ftrvc^ 

To manifcft the more thy mi^hf j hi« pvil f. » ; 

Thou ufeft, and from thence creat'ft tnnte gwwi. 

Witncfs this new-made '**m\^f nntAher f i*#v»rt 

From Heaven gate m/t f**-, f^rjtrfU'i in vt^w 

On the clear hyaiir,*;, l}*s ^Uf^; 5»» > 

Of amplitude zlrr^tM tn^fmt.f^^ -^'.^h #*/f 

Numerous, aryl rr*?y kxf ;i>??V»y< * wsf^ 

Of dcftin'd b%t;tartj^.^^ hfrt -«J^*iv:V hN^»'ft 
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Their feaibnt t imong thdc the ieat of Mtn, 
Earth with her nether ocean circumfusMy 
Their pleaiajit dwcUing-|^Ace» Thrice happy Mn, 
And font of Men» whom God hath thus advaac*dt 
Created in hit image, there to dwell 
And worfliip him* and in reward to rule 
Over hit works , on earth, in ica, or air^ 
And multiply a race of woribipera iyt 

Holy and juft i thrice happy if they know 
Their happinefti and perfevere upright* 
So iong they, and the empyrean rung 
With halleluiahs t Thus waa j&bbath kept. 
And thy rcqueft think now fulfilled, that aik*d ^35 
How firft this world and face of things began> 
And what before thy memory was done 
From the beginning, that pofterity 
Inform'd by thee might know j if elfe thou (cck'ft 
Ought, not furpailing human measure, fay. 640 
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THE ARGUMENT. 

Adam mqinref conceming celdUal motMNif , himbt* 
fully aniwerMy and exborted to finrch rathtr tknga 
more worthy of knowledges Adam afcots) aad, 
ftill defirotit to detain Raphael^ relates to him what 
he rememberM fince his own creation, his placing 
in Paradife, his talic with God concerning iolitude 
and fit fociety, his firft meeting and nuptials with 
Eve, his difcourfe with the Angel thereupon ^ wlio 
after admonitions repeated departs. 



C »J» 1 



PARADISE LOST. 



BOOK VIII. 

TH E Angel ended, and in Adam's ear 
So charming left his voice, that he a while 
ThouglU him ftill fpeakiag, till ftood fixM to hear ; 
Then as new wakM thus graicfully rcply*d. 

What thanks fufficient, or what ixcomjiexLTe 5 

Equal have I to rcmier thee, divine 
Hitlorian, who thus largely haft allay 'd 
The third I had of knowledge, and vouchfiif 'd 
This friendly condefcenfion to relate 
Things clfe by me unfcarchable, now heard 10 

With wonder, but delight, and, as is due, 
With gloi7 attributed to the high 
Creator ? fomcthing yet of doubt remains, 
Which only thy folution can rcfolve. 
When I behold this goodly frame, this world 15 

Of Hcav'n and Earth confiding, and compute 
Their magnitudes, this earth, a fpot, a grain, 
An atom, with the firmament comparM 
And all her numbered ftais, that fcem to roll 
Spaces incomprehcnfible (for fuch ao 

Their diftancc argues and their fwift return 
Diurjiial) merely to officiate light 
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Round this op^out eardi, this pundual Qiot, 

One day and night, in all their vaft Garvef 

Ufeleft befides} reafoning I oft admin» . • , . t5 

How nature wife and frugal could commit 

Such di^roportiont, with fuperfluout hand 

So many nbhUer bodies to create. 

Greater £b manifold to this one uie. 

For ought appears, and on their orbs impofir 30 

Such reftleft revoluticni day by day 

Repeatsdy while the fedentary eardi^ 

That better nught widi fieLr left compaft jnofCy 

ServM by more noble dian berftlf, attatna 

Jier end without leaft motion, andrecdrea, 35 

Aft tribute, fuch a fumlefs foumey brought 

Of incorporeal fpeed, her warmth and light ; 

Speed, to defcribe whofe fwiftnefs number fails. 

So fpake our fire, and by his countenance feem'd 
OEntring on ftudious thoughts abftrufc, which Eve 4A 
Perceiving where fhe fat retirM in fight. 
With lowllnefs majeftic ftom her feat. 
And grace that won who faw to wifh her ftay, 
Rofe, and went forth among her fruits and flowers, 
. To vifit how they profper'd, bud and bloom, 45 

Her nurfery; they at her coming fprung. 
And touchM by her fair tendencc gladlier grew. 
Yet went fhe not, as not with fuch difcourfe 
Delighted, or not capable her ear 
^ Of what was high : fuch pleafui*e fhe referv'd, 50 

Adam relating, fhe fole auditrefs : 
Her hufband the relator flie preferred 

Before 
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Before the Angel, and of him to aflc 

Chofc rather j he, (he knew, would intermix 

Grateful digrelTions, and folve high difpute 5$ 

With conjugal carefles j fix>m his lip 

Not words alone pleasM her. O when meet now 

Such pairs, in love and mutual honor joinM ? 

With Goddefs-like demeanour forth (he went, 

Not unattended, for on her as queen 60 

A pomp of winning graces waited ilill. 

And from about her (hot darts of deiire 

Into all eyes to wifh her dill in fight. 

And Raphael now to Adam*8 doubt proposed 

Benevolent and facil thus rcply'd. 65 

To a(k or fearch I blame thee not, for Heaven 
Is as the book of God before thee feti 
Wherein to read his wondrous works, and learn 
His feafons, hours, or days, or months, or years t 
This to attain, whether Hcav'n move or Earihy 70 
Impoits not, if thou reckon right ; the rtOt 
From Man or Angel the great Archite£^ 
Did wifely to conceal, and not divulge 
His fecrets to be fcann'd by them who ought 
. Rather admire j or, if they lift to try 75 

Conjcclure, he his fabric of the Heavens 
Hath left to their difputes, perhaps to move 
His laughter at their quaint opinions wide 
Hereafter, when they come to model Heaven 
And calculate the ftars, how they will wield 80 

The mighty frame, how build, unbuild, contrive 
To fave appearance89 ^9^'^ gird the fphere 

Willi 
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With centric and eccentric fchblcd o*er» 

Cycle and epicycle^ orb in orb t 

Already by thy reafoning this I guefi^ t| 

Who art to lead thy offtpring, and fuppofeft 

That bodies bright and greater ihould not ferve 

The left not bright, nor Heaven fuch journeys rvm, 

Karth fitting fttll, when (he alone receives 

The benefit t confider firft» that great $o 

Or bright infers not excellence t the earth 

Though, in comparifon of Heaven, fo fmally 

Nor gliftVing, may of folid good contain 

More plenty than the fun that barren Alines, 

Whofe virtue on itfelf works no cftec^, $5 

Hut in the fruitful earth j there firft received 

His beams, unaftivc elfc, iheir vigor find. 

Vet not to earth arc thoi'c bright luminaries 

Officious, but to thee earth's huliltant. 

And for the Heaven's wide circuit, let it fpeak lOO 

The Maker's high magnificence, who built 

00 fpacious, and his line fhetch'd out fo far ; 

That Man may know he dwells not in his own j 

Am edifice too large for him to fill, 

J.oilg'd in a finall partition, and the reft 105 

OrdainM for ufes to his Lord beft known. 

The fwiftnefs of thofc circles attribute, 

TIjough numberlcfs, to his omnipotence, 

That to corporeal fubftances could add 

JJpeetl alniofi fpiritual; me thou think'ft not flow, ii< 

Who fince the morning hour fct out from Heaven 

Wlicrc God rcfidcs, and crc mid-day arrivM 

I] 
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In Eden, diftance incxprei&ble 

By numbers that have name. But this I vrgc» 

Admitting motion in the Heav*ns9 to Ammt 115 

Invalid that which thee to doubt it mov^d ; 

Not that I To atiirm, though fo it fcem 

To thee who haft thy dwelling here on earth. 

God to remove hit ways from human icnle, 

PlacM Heav'n from Earth fo far, that earthly fight. 

If it prcfume, might err in things too high» 

And no advantage gain. What if the fun 

Be center to the world, and other ftar* 

By his attraftivc virtue and their own 

Incited, dance about him various rounda ? 115 

Their wandering courfe now high, now low, then hid, 

Progreflive, retrograde, or ftanding ftill. 

In fix thou feeft, and what if fev^nth to thefe 

The planet earth, fo ftedfaft though fhe fcem, 

Infenfibly three different motions move ? 1 39 

Which elfe to feveral fpheres thou muft afcribe, 

Mov'd contrary with thwart obliquities. 

Or fave the fun his labor, and that fwift 

No6himal and diurnal rhomb fuppos'd, 

Invifible elfe above all ftars, the wheel 135 

Of day and night $ which needs not thy belief, 

If earth induftrious of herfelf fetch day 

Traveling eaft, and with her part averfe 

From the fun's beam meet night, her other part 

Still luminous by his ray. What if that light 149 

Sent from her through the wide tranfpicuous air, 

To the terreitrial mooa be a$ a ftar. 

InlightniBg 
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Inlightning her by day^ m 4w by lugke 
This mffk f rociproctly if Itad be thevBf 
fMdt mnd iabibkuitt t Htr fycit$ tboa ietft 
As doniby .and doiidt any ntta» aad rain piodw 
Fniitt in her ibftm^d lbtl» for Iboit to «at 
Allotted Jbere I and other runt parhapt 
WIdi their atfennlent moont thou wilt ddfery 
Cqpunnnicating male and female lifhti 
Which two great ftxee animate the woiid» 
8torM in each orb perbapt with fome that life* 
For fuch vaft room in nature unpoflefe^d 
By living foul^ deiert and deTolatef 
■Only to fliine^. yet fcarce to contrib(itB 
Eachorbaglimpft of light, conveyed i^ ftr 
Down to this habitable, which returns 
Light back to them, is obvious to difpute. 
But whether thus thcfe tliin[;8, or whether not^ 
> ^Whether the fun predominant in Heaven 

Rife oi| the earth, or eartli rife on the fun. 
He from the eaft his flaming road begin, 
Or flie from weft her filcnt courfc advance 
With inofFcnfivc pace that fpinning necp» 
•Ob her foft axle, while (lie prices even, 
And bears thee foft with the fniootli air along. 
Solicit not thy thoughts with matters hid. 
Leave them to God above, him i'crvc and fear ; 
Of other creatures, as him picnics belt, 
Wherever placM, let him dil'pofc : joy thou 
In wjjat he gives to thee, tlii« ]*ur:ulire 
And thy fair Eve; lleav'n ik for thee too high 
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w what pafles there j be lowly wife i ; 

only what concerns thee and thy being j 
not of other worlds, what creatui'es there 175 
n what Itate, condition or degree, 
ted that thus far hath been reveal'd 
Earth only but of highcft Heaven. 
fhom thus Adam, clearM of doubt, reply *d. 
illy hall thou futisfy*d me, pure iSo ^ 

encc of Hcav'n, Angel ferene, 
reed from intricacies, taught to live 
ficft way, nor with perplexing thoughts 
rrupt the fweet of life, from which 
th bid dwell far off all anxious caix^s, 185 

)t molcft us, unlcfs we ourlclves 
em with wandering thoughts, and notioni vain. 
: the mind or fancy is to rove 
k\l, and of her roving is no end j 
irnM, or by experience taught, Ihe Icam, 190 
ot to know at large of things remote 
fe, obfcure and fubtle, but to know 
'hich before us lies in daily life, 
)rime wifdom ; what is more, is fume, 
itincfs, or fond impertinence, 1^5 

nders us in things that molt concern 
Hs'd, unpreparM, and (till to feck, 
ore fVom this high pitch let us defcend 
;r flight, and fpeak of things at hand 
whence haply mention may arife aoo 

ething not unfeafonable to aik 
erancei and thy wonted favor dcign'd. 

Thee 



tH PARADXIt HOST. WoAfOL 

Thee I htfe hnrd 

Ere wf 

iM]f ftofyt inuch p e nn y umm Inft moC 1mv4 i 

And day U not ytt 1)^1 tBl flwii 4mi ftdl 

How fubtly todeHiB tlMe I devilb^ 

Infiting thee te hmi wlult I veiale^ 

Fond, wwe it Ml IB hopt #f % v^yt 

ForwhtlelfitwiflidMe, IftemmlleBmift M 

And Tweeter tiiy difooorib b. to aiy ee^ 

HuA fruits of palm-tree pleifhnldl to <fliM 

And hm^ar both» ftomlabory atilielMi«r 

Of fweet repaft $ they fiitiale» and ibon Ml 

Tteugh plMfimty hut^y words with graca diilia 

Imbued, bring to their fweetnefs no ikdety. 

To whom thus Raphael anfwfrM heavenly meek. 
Nor arc thy lips ungraceful, Sire of men. 
Nor tongue indoquent; for God on thee 
Abundantly his gifts hath alfo pour*d ss6 

Inward and outward both, his image fairs 
Speaking or mute all comelincfs and grace 
Attends thee, and each word, each motion forms { 
Nor Icfs think we in Heav'n of thee on Earth 
Than of our fellow- fervant, and ifiquire 115 

Gladly into the ways of God with Man t 
For God we fee hath honored thee, and fet 
On Man his equal love i fay therefore on | 
For I that day was abfent, as befel. 
Bound on a voyage uncouth and obfcure, 230 

Far on excurfion tow'ard the gates of Hell j 
Squared in full legion (fuch command we had) 

To 
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To fee that none thence iflued forth a fpy. 
Or enemy, while God was in his work. 
Left he incensed at fuch eruption bold, 235 

• Deftni^lion with creation might have mix'd. 
Not that they durft without his leave attempt^ 
But as he fends upon his high behefts 
For ftate, as Sovran King, and to inure 
Oar prompt obedience. Fad we found, faft (hut S40 
The difmal gates, and barricado'd ftrong ) 
But long ere our approaching heard within 
Noile, other than the found of dance or fong. 
Torment, and loud lament, and furious rage* 
Glad we retum'd up to the coafts of light 14.5 

Ere fabbath evening t fo we had in charge. 
But thy relation now j for I attend, 
Pleas'd with thy words no lefs than thou with mine. 

So fpake the Godlike PowY, and thus our fire. 
For Man tg tell how human life began 15^ 

Is hard $ for who himfelf beginning knew } 
Dcfire with thee ftill longer to converfe 
Induced mc. As new wakM from foundeft deep 
Soft on the flowery herb I found me laid 
In balmy fweat, which with his beams the fun 155 
Soon dry'd, and on the reaking moifturc fed. 
Strait toward Heav'n my wondering eyes I turnM, 
And gazM a while the ample fky, till raisM 
By quick inftinflive motion up I fpnmg. 
As thithcnvard endevoring, and upright a6o 

Stood on my feet j about me round I faw 
Hill, dale, and ihady woods, and funny plains, 

And 
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AaH liquid) li^ie o( mtirm'ring ftre>m» j by ehrfc, 
Crr^*.i*rr* thM liv'd ^d mov'd^ md wjilit'd, t*r fleWi 
Blrji on ibe bnuichci w^blinf ^ all thm^t Jhii]*(!«t« 
With fra^nuMc aiuI w»ih joy my hmt o'crflo^^'d 
Myiclf [ tbcn pcmiMr ^d Umb by limb 
Survey *4, And {biaeiitaen wctji, sind fom^tiintt j 
With fuppk joifltir u lively vigoi led r 
But who I wmt or whcr?^ or from whit aiul«i 
Kftcw zu»rt ii» tf€Ak I try V I «tnd fcinhwtih ip 
My tgf&gtic oliey*dt auid rcidily could niftiv 
Wtuite*er t fkwt Thmi Svni Ikid f, fm li^htf 
And thou inlighlcn'd ICanh/ (a fu-fti iiitd gvy, 
Vc Hi\h, nud Dtdeti ycRivcr*^ W<M>d«, ^id Pti 
And yc ih^t live ^nd move, fair Cicafurci till. 
Tell, if yp litwj ii isv r nil, \ iliMn, hnw here f ^| 
Not of myfelf j by fome great Maker tben« 
In goodnefs and in powV praeeroinent $ 
Tell mc» how may I know him^ how adore, %i 

From whom I have that thus I move and live. 
And feel that I am happier than I know. 
While thus I caird, and ftray*d I knew not whitherj 
From where I iiril drew air, and firft beheld 
This happy light, when anfwer none return*d s8 
On a green /hady bank profufe of flowers 
Pcnfive I fat mc down ; there gentle deep 
Firft found me, and with foft oppreflion feit*d 
My droufed fenie, untroubled, though I thought 
) then was pafllng to my former ftate 29 

Infcnfiblc, and forthwith to diflblve i 
Wlien fuddenly flood at my head a dreanif 
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; inward apparition gently inovM 
(icy to believe I yet had beings 
v'd ; One came, mcthought, of (hapc divine, 
lid, Thy manfion wants thcc, Adajn, rife, 
Ian, of men innumerable ordain'd 
ather, calPd by thee I come thy guide 
ganien of blifs, thy feat prcparM. 
ng, by the hand he took me raisM, 30^ 

ver fields and waters, as in air 
1 Hiding witliout ftep, lad led me up 
dy mountuin j whole high top was plain, 
iiit wide, inclos'd, with goodliclt trees 
1, with walks, and bow'rs, that what I faw 305 
:h before fcarcc pleafant fccm'd. Each tree 
\ with faircll fruit that hung to th' eye 
ing, Itirr'd in mc fuddcn appttitc 
ick and eat 3 whereat I wak'd, and found 
mine eyes all real, as the dream 31 • 

rely /hadow'd : Here had new begun 
.nd'ring, had not he who was my guide 
icr, from among the trees appeared, 
:c divine. Rejoicing, but witli awe, 
ration at his feet I fell * 315 

s : he rear'd me", and Whom thou fought'ft I urn, 
ildly, Author of all this thou feeft 
, or round about thee, or beneath, 
aradlfe I give thee, count it thine 
and keep, and of the fruit to cat 1 320 

7 tixc tliat in the gaiden growt 
. I, R Eat 
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Eat freely with glad lutart j fear hete no dearth i 
But of the tree whole operadon bringi 
Knowledge of good and ill, which I hmvc kt 
The pledge of thy obedience and thy fiuti^ )s| 

Amid the garden hy the tree of lile. 
Remember what I warn theC) IhtrntotnAe^ 
And ihun the bitter confeqnence i for knoWf 
The day thon eat*ft thereof, my ible commawl 
Tran%reft*d, incfitably thou ihalt die^ 31^ 

From that day mortal, 'and this hi^y ftaie 
Shalt lofe, expelled from hence into n world 
Of woe and fbrrow* Sternly he pronounced 
The rigid interdiftion, which lefbunda 
Yet dreadful in mine ear, though in my choiai %%§ 
Not to incur $ but foon hit clear afp^ 
Ketum'd, and gracious purpofe thus renewM* 
Not only thefe fair bounds, but all the earth 
To thee and to thy race I give ; at lords 
Poffefs ity and all things that therein live, 349 

Or live in Tea, or air, beaft, fifh, and fowl. 
In fign whereof each bird and beaft behold 
After their kinds ; I bring them to receive 
From thee their names, and pay thee fealty 
With low fubje^tion ; underftand the fame 34.^ 

Of filh within their watry refidence. 
Not hither fummonM, fince they cannot change 
Their element to draw the thinner air. 
As thus he fpake, each bird and beaft behold 
Approaching two and two, theic cowring low 350 

With 
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With blandiHimcnt, each bird ftoopM on his wing. 
I nam\l them, as they pafsM, and underftood 
Their nature, with fuch knowledge God indued 
My fuddcn apprehenfion t but in thefe 
I found not what methought I wanted dill ) 355 

And to the heav'nly vifion thus prcfum*d. 

O by what name, for thou above all thefe, 
Above mankind, or ought than mankind higher, 
Surpa/Ted far my naming, how may I 
Adoi*e thee, Author of this univerfe, 360 

And all this good to man ? for whofe well-being 
So amply, and with hands fo liberal 
Thou haft provided all things 1 but with me 
I fee not who partakes. In folitude 
What happinsfs, who can enjoy alone, 3(5 

Or all enjoying, what contentment find ? 
Thus I prefumptuous j and the vifion bright. 
At with a fmile more brightenM, thus replyM. 

What call'ft thou folitude P is not the earth 
With various living creatui*es, and the air 370 

He^lcnifti'd, and all thefc at thy command 
To come and play before thee ? know^ft thou not 
Their language and their ways ? they alfo know. 
And rcafon not contemptibly } with thefe 
Find paflime, and bear mlej thy realm is lai*ge. 375 
8« fpake the univerfal Lord, and feem'd 
So ordering. I with leave of fpeech implor'd, 
And humble deprecation thus reply'd. 

Let not my words oiFend thee, heavenly Poweri 

K ft My 
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Mynipar, be pnop i t i ci u t while I ^leak. lib 

Hift tlKNi not made me here ti^ fabftmitfl^ 
And tie6 iaicrior £ur beiieich OK iet P 
AmoD^ unequalt what locifety 
Caa ibrt, -vHbat haimoiiy or true deli^f 
Which mui he nvtoal, in proportion doe fl^ 

Gi¥*n and receiYMi but ia di^iparity 
The «ne intenfe, the othcrftill lemiia . j 

Cannot well fait widi eidicr* but Ibsn prove 
Tedious alike: Of fellowihip I Qwak 
Such aa I (btk^ fit to participate t^ 

All xational ddight, wfaetein die bmts 
Cannot be human coniorti they leyoiee 
Each with their kiad» lion with lioneft | • 
So -fitly them in pairs thou haft combined $ 
Much lefs can bird Mrith beaft, or fKh with fowl 395 
So well convcrfc, nor with the ox the ape; 
Wcrfe then can man with beaft, and leail of all. 
Whereto th' Almighty anfwerM not difpleas^d* 
A nice and fubtle happinefs I fee 
Thou to thyfelf propofeft, in the choice 40^ 

Of thy aifociates, Adam, and wilt tafte 
No pleafure, though in pleafure, folitary. 
What think'ft thou then of me, and this my ftate? 
Seem I to thee fufficieutly poflefsM 
Of happinefs, or not ? who am alone 405 

From all eternity, for none I know 
Second to me or like, equal much lefs. 
How have I then with whom to hold convede 

Sate 
I 
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Savt with the creatures which I made, and thofc 
To me inferior, infinite defccnts 410 

fieneath what other creatures are to thee f 

He ceas\i, I lowly anfwcrM. To attain 
The highth and depth of tl\y eternal ways 

* All human thoughts come Ihort, Supreme of things i 
Thou in thylelf art perfc6\, and in thee 4»S 
f% no deticience found j not lb is Man, 

But in degree, the cauie of his dcfiix* 

By convcrlation with his like to help, 

Or folace his dcfc^ls. No need that thou 

Shouldll propagate, already infinite, 42a 

And tlirough all numbers abfolute, though one ; 

But Man by number is to manifclt 

His fingle imperfection, and beget 

Like of his like, his image multiply*d, 

la unity defective, which rcquii-cs 425 

Collatei'al love, and deai*e(l amity. 

Thou in thy fea-efy although alone, 

Beft with thyfelf accompanied, fcek'ft not 

Social communication, yet fo plcus'd, 

Canft raife thy creature to what highth thou wilt 45» 

Of union or communion, dcifyM j 

i by convcrfing caimot ihefe ercil 

• From prone, nor in their ways complacence find. 
Thus I imboldcnM fpake, and freedom usM 
Pemuflive, and acceptance found, which i,;iin'd 435 
This anfwer from the gracious voice divine. 

Thus far to tiy thee, Adam, 1 was pleased, 

K 1 An* 
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And find thee knowing not of beaftt alone, 
Wkich thou baft rightly namM, but of thyfelf, 
Expreiling well the fpiVit within thee free, 4 

My image, not imparted to the bnite, 
Whofe fellowihip therefore unmeet for thee 
Good reafon was thou freely (houldft diflike. 
And be fo minded ftill j I, ere thou fpak^ft^ 
Knew it not good for Man to be alone, 4 

And no fuch company as then thou (aw^ft 
Intended thee, for trial only brought. 
To fee how thou could'ft judge of fit and meet t 
What next I bring (hall plcal'e thee, be aflur*d. 
Thy likencfs, thy fit help, thy other felf, i 

Tby wifh exa£lly to thy heart's defire. 

He ended, or I heard no more, for now 
My earthly by his hcav'nly over|K)wci-'d, 
Which It Ii;i(l long ftood under, ItrainM to th' high 
In that ci;lcl*:al colloquy fubllme, 
As with an object that excels the lenfe 
Dazled and fpent, funk down, and ibught repair 
Of deep, which inftantly fell on me, call'd 
By nature as in aid, and closM mine eyes. 
Mine eyes he clos'd, but open left the cell * 

Of fancy my internal fight, by which 
AbilraO as in a trance mcthought I faw. 
Though fleeplng, where I lay, and faw the fhape 
Still glorious before whom awake 1 ftoodj 
Who ftooping opened my left fide, and took 4 

From thence a rib, with cordial fpirits warm, 
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And life-blood ftreaming freih ; wide was the wound^ 

But fuddenly with flefli fiird up and heal'd : 

The rib he forniM and fa(hion'd with his hamis i 

Under kis forming hands a creature grew, 470 

Manlike* but different fex, fo lovely fair. 

That what fcemM fair in all the world, fccm'd now 

Mean, or in her fummM up, in her contained 

And in her looks, which from that time infus'd 

Swectnefs into my heart, unfelt before, 475 

An4 into all things from her air infpirM 

The fpi'rit of love and amorous delight. 

She difappearM, and left me dark ; I wak'd 

To find her, or for ever to deplore 

Her lofs, and other pleafures all abjure: 4So 

Wl^en out of hope, behold her, not far off. 

Such as I faw hei* in my di-eam, adornM 

With what all Earth or Heaven could beftow 

To make her amiable : On Hie came, 

Led by her heav'nly Maker, though unfeen, 485 

And guided by his voice, nor uninformed 

Of nuptial fan^lity and marriage rites : 

Grace was in all her fteps, Heav'n in her eye. 

In every gefture dignity and love. 

I overjoyed could not forbear aloud. 490 

This t\im hath made amends ; thou haft fuliiird 
Thy words, Ci-eator bounteous and benign. 
Giver of all things fair, but faireft this 
Of all thy gifts, nor envicft. I now fee 
Bone of my bone^ fle(h of my flefli, myfelf 495 

R4 Before 
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PffrtW mc I Wom;tn ri hvr namr , of Man 
^tr»an1 1 fur tliU taiil* ht iHill foref^o 
ifkff AtttI ttiotWi ftTict to* hii wife adhoTi 
$he ht^nrcl tn^ thiii^ and ihotigh iltrmdy brovgt 
Yet ifintntac* Hiui iui;pn mutkiiy, 
II fr virtuf )i«d the confcicnte i^f her wcjri li, 
That wtiuld in? wuuHl, anil not unf&w^ht Iir won, 
K^t Dbviouii ii<»t ahmifivc, but r»tir*dt m 

The fwwt (leflrabk, oi' tfl fay all, ^ 

Njituj-« Urrffilfi riimigit \mtt of (mful thoijgHfj 
Wwrtight in h(^ fo, thm feeing me, flic (nni'di 
J f«Jlt>w'd htr, ihe wliat wi« honor knew, 
Am] wirh obfcqiibuii majirfty iip|imv*ct 
My jili'jitfi^i jri^fun, To the rinpti:il howrr 
I led her bluftiing like the morn i all Heaven» 
And hnppy conllellations on that hour 
Shed their fclcdleft influence j the earth 
OnVe fign of gratulation» and each hill ) 
Joyouft the birds ) frefli gales and gentle airs 
Whifper'd it to the woods, and from their wingi 
Flung rofe, flung odors from the fpicy fhrub» 
Difportingy till the amorous bird of night 
Kung rpoulUIy and bid hade the evening ftar 
On this hill top» to light the bridal lamp. 
Thus have I told thee all my ftatc» and brought 
My ftory to the Turn of earthly blifs 
Which I enjoy, and muft confefs to find 
In k\\ things elfe delight indcedi but fuch 
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As usM or not, works In the mind no change^ 525 
Nor vehement defire, thefe delicacies 
I mean of tafte, fight, fmell, herbs, fruits, and flowers. 
Walks, and the melody of birds ; but here 
Far otherwife, tranfported I behold, 
Tranfportcd touch j here paflion firft I felt, 530 

Commotion ftrange, in all enjoyments elfc 
Superior and unmovM, here only weak 
Againft the charm of beauty's powVful glance. 
Or nature failM in mc, and left forae p*t 
Not proof enough fuch objeft to fuftain, 535 

^r from my fide fubdufting, took perhaps 
Moi*e than enough ; at Icaft on her beftow'd 
Too much of ornament, in outward ihow 
Elaborate, of inward lefs exa^l. 
For well I underftand in the prime end 540 

Of nature her tV inferior, in the mind 
And inward faculties, which mod excel, 
In outward alfo her refembling lefs 
Hia image who made both, and lefs exprefllng 
The charaf^er of that dominion given 545 

O'er other creatures j yet when I approach 
Her lovelinefs, fo abfi3lutc fhe feems 
And in herfelf complete, fo well to know 
Her own, that what fhe wills to do or fay, 
Seems wi fed, virtuoufcft, difcreeteft, beftj 550 

All higher knowledge in her prefence falls 
Degraded, wifdom in difcourfe with her 
Lofes difcountenanc'd, and like folly (hows $ 

Authority 
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f Authority and n^afon on her wait, - 

1 Aa otse intended lirfti not after rpade 
\ OccaTidoaliy j and to confunmiate aU, 
Greatneft of mind, and noblenefs their feat 
BuUd in her loveliefti and create a.n a.we 
^.btjut hci, as a guard angtlic placM- 

To wJiom the Angtl with con traced brow« 
I Accufi^ not naturet ihe hath done her part j 
Do thou but thine, and be not difEd^ut 
Of wifdoni, (bf def^rts thee not, if thou 
Bifjnifs not her, wlien moit thuu need'il htv ni| 
By attributing over much to things 
Lcfa ei^cellrnt, aa thu\i thyfcif percclv'it* 
For what admii'lt thou* what Iranfports ti^ee to 
An outHde ? fair no doubt, and wortby M^fll 
Tby chcrifhing, thy honoring, and thy love. 
Not thy fubjeftion » weigh with her thyfelf $ 
Then value : Qft- times nothing profits more 
Than felf-efteem, grounded on juii and right 
Well managed § of th^t (kill the more thou kno 
'][he more flie will acknowledge thee her bead. 
And to realities yield all her fhows t 
Made £o adorn for thy delight the more. 
So awful, th^t with honor thou may'ft love 
Thy mate, who fees when thou art feen leaft wi 
Hut^if the fenfe of touch, whereby mankind 
Is propagated feem fuch dear delight 
Beyond all other, think the fame vouchfaf 'd 
To cattel ^4 ^iffh bc^ft} which would not be 
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To them made common and divulg'd^ if ought 

Therein enjoy'd were worthy to fubdue 

The foul of man, or pallion in him move. 585 

What high'er in her fociety thou Und'ft 

Attraflive, human, rational, love (HU ; 

In loving thou doft well, in paiTion not, 

Wherein true love confifts not j love refines 

The thoughts, and heart inlarges, hath his feat 599 

|n rea'fon, and is judicious, is the fcale 

By which to heav'nly love thou may'ft afcend. 

Not funk in carnal pleafure, for which caufe 

Among the beafts no mate for thee was found. 

To whom thus half abaihM Adam reply'd. 595 
Kcither her outfide formed lb fair, nor ought 
In procreation common to all kinds 
(Though higher of the genial bed by far. 
And with myfterious reverence I deem) 
So much delights me, as thofe graceful a6ts, 600 

Thofe thoufand decencies tlmt daily flow 
From all her words and a6lions mix'd with love 
And fweet compliance, which declare unfeigned 
Union of mind, or in us both one foul } 
Harmony to behold in wedded pair 605 

^ore grateful than harmonious found to th^ ear« 
Yet thefe fubjea not j I to thee difclofe 
What inward thence I feel, not therefore foil'd. 
Who meet with various obje£ls, from the fenfc 
Vaiioufly reprefenting ; yet ftill free 6x0 

Approve tlie bpft, and follow what I apj^ove* 

To 
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To lovt tbott blam*ft mt itot, for lott thou Ay*ft 
Leads up to HeliT'ii» h Kolh tiM wtj and g«idt| 
Bear with mtf than, if lawful whit I lUki 
LoYc not the hdir^nly Spi^ritiy and how their lore ^i) 
Exprefi they, by looki on\f*t or do thtjr mix 
Irradiance, virtual or immediate toveh F 
To whom the Angel with a (hdle that gloii^d 
f Gdeftial roQi^itdi loifey |«vper j^e^ - 
Anfwer'd. Lbt it Aiffice thee that thou kaow*ft 6ta 
Ut happ3^| and without lore no luippineft. 
Whatever pure thou in the body* enjoy^ft 
(And pure thou wert erettcd) we en]oy 
In eminence, and obftacle find nonii 
Of membnne, joint, or limb, exclufirebans 6x5 
Eaficr than air with air, if Spi'nts embrace. 
Total they mix, union of pure with pure 
Defiring) nor riftrain'd conveyance need 
Ai flcfh to mix with flcfti, or foul with foul. 
But I can now no morcj the parting fun 630 

Beyond the earth's green Cape and verdant Ilet 
llcfpcrian fcti, my fignabto <U*oart. 
Be rtrong, live happy', and love, but firft of all 
llim whom to love if to obey, and Icecp 
Ills great command j take heed left paffion fway 635 
'J'hy judgment to do ought, which elfc free will 
Would not admit; thine and of all thy font 
The weal or woe in thee ii plac d ; beware. 
I in thy pcrfevering fhall rejoice, 
And all the Bleft t ftand fail} to (land or fall M 

Free 
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Free in thine own arbitreiBem h Im, 
Pcrfeft within, no outward uxi rt^fiwf* ^ 
And all temptation to tnni^rtU fryA, 

So faying, he arofc j whofs A^iw* ♦Is^f^ 
Followed with bencdidion, W«a, tv ^?*/», <^* 

Go heav'niy Gucft, ethereJ M«^,ifr^i»ar« 
Sent from whofe fovran goodiMri^ I %/>/rt. 
Gentle to me and affable hali^ ^>«9» 
Thy condefcenfion, and ftuU t*^ W/f»<'/r' 'J f^*f 
With grateful memory j th<M* t/* rr**>ic..f^'| < -^ 

Be good and friendly ftill, ts*4 *A^ t*'***ft,. 

So parted they, the Ang*J t/?/ »// H'»7*f> 
From the thick (liadc, arvi A/Utn »/* f»»* >rf/*/ff. 



THE END OP THE ttr^UT H tOOt^ 
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